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Lino 308’s Choice of Colour ex-stock 


The new Ferrari 308 V8 2+2. Demonstrations by 
appointment. We specialise in the tuning and servicing of 
Ferrari including complete engine diagnosis on Sun 
Electronic Tuner and full performance testing on the Sun 
Rolling Road. 


BRANDON - NEAR COVENTRY 
Tel: WOLSTON (STD 020-335) 2285-6 


Ferrari DINO DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 


BORA & MERAK 
The Ultimate in high performance Grand 
Touring cars, yet completely docile and 
civilised in traffic. 
Bogton Place - Forres 
Morayshire 
Tel: Forres 2555 & 2142 


MR. M. R. FIELDING 


AUTOSPORT 


BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


November 7, 1974, Vol 57 No 6 


CONTENTS 


EDITORIAL 


7 
18 Lydden itt y gives them the bird 


20__ Jody Scheckter—one year on. 
24 Turin Show Ee ot 
26 Tony Pond—an heir apparent 
30_ London to Brighton Run 

33” Purely Personal 
34_ Correspondence 

6 Brands Hatch : Joi 
38_ Track Tests : Toyota Celica GT and Dolomite Sprint 


Avrosront versus The Rest at Brands ; naturally we came out on top. 


Publisher: Simon Taylor 
Philos Beors Kaitos: Civis Wy. Tyehnienl Editor = Jobe, Bot 
ote Eaitor 


Beha, Sora 


‘alles Eater 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 7, 1974 


Step forward 


After a couple of weeks when speculation has been rife and 
almost hysterically out of control regarding the future of 
certain sponsors in motor racing, it is with great satisfaction 
that we can announce three sponsorship deals this week. 
British Airways are to support the Race of Champions, BBC 
Radio One a national Gl championship and the Allied 
Polymer Group the new Ford 2000 championship. 

Alll three are very significant. APG, having had their first 
taste of motor racing sponsorship this year, have come in 
ig way backing a new formula and a new championship. 
is a bold step and one which they would not have taken 
had they not considered the sport to be a highly satisfactory 
media for promotion. 

The announcement regarding British Airways and BBC 
Radio is particularly interesting. It is perhaps significant 
that two state corporations should become magnetised to 
motor sport. In our view, this is the best thing that could 
happen to motor sport at the moment when, thanks to 
certain irresponsible journals, confidence has been tacking 
in recent weeks. We hope that this will put and end to 
the stories of despair that have been appearing. 

The official involvement of BBC Radio One is perhaps the 
most important step forward in British motor racing. During 
the past two years through the enthusiasm of certain 
individuals, Dave Lee Travis and Noel Edmonds, channelled 
in the direction of MCD by Chris Steyne of Formula One, 
whose idea it was in the first place, Radio One has helped 
British motor sport enormously. Before their and, to be fair, 
Radio Luxembourg’s involvement, there is no doubt that the 
sport was in a depression period so far as crowd attendances 
were concerned. 

The introduction of radio and pop personalities has 
attracted many thousands of new spectators to race meet- 
ings; it has not, to our mind, devalued the quality of motor 
racing as certain people seem to think. Any scheme which 
introduces new spectators is ultimately for the good and 
continued existence of motor sport as we know and like 
it. 

Even those who do not approve of personality involve- 
ment cannot disregard the £13,000 that two Radio One DJ 
days have raised this year for charity, two of them motor 
racing charities. That, along with the huge crowds attracted, 
gives complete vindication to the ide 


Sadness 


There will be a touch of sadness in all motor racing 
enthusiasts’ hearts this week over the news that BRM has 
gone into liquidation. The BRM name has for many years 
stood for complete British effort in motor sport and is one 
of the most famous names the sport has ever known. For 
a variety of reasons the past two years has seen the decline 
of this name to a point when it was almost embarrassing. 
Whatever one’s personal feelings are on the decline of the 
name, we hope that the reconstituted company puts the 
BRM name back to the forefront of Grand Prix racing. 


our cover picture 
European Rallycross Champion Franz Wure leads one of the qualifying 


heats at the final round at Lydden last weekend. 
‘Peete: Calin Tayler Preductions 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Stanley folds BRM 
— starts new team 


BRM, perhaps the most famous 
name in British motor racing, 
has gone into liquidation, This 
was ‘the cold hard fact behind 
‘our story last week that there 
was concern aver the company’s 
future. As. we indicated, Rubery 
Owen, the holding company, 
have | withdrawn their support 
due to the current economic 
climate. 

Tn. announcing the _ position 
Louls Stanley said at the same 
time that he and his wife Jean, 
sister of Alfred Owen, who 
founded BRM 24 years ago, are 
to set up a company which’ will 
take over the racing and commer- 
cial side: The cars will in future 

called Stanley-BRM. 
‘stanley told us early this week 


that he was "delighted In many 
ways," that the change had 
come about. “The company has 


been non-productive for too long. 


now, and this is an excellent 
Opportunity to clear the decks. 
Te became obvious too me. at 


Watkins Glen that something was 
going to have to be done now. 
Certain changes are needed. i 
have made Mike Pilbeam and 
Peter Windsor-Smith redundant 
from Monday and have released 
‘Tim, Parnell. 

“Two bad years indicated 
that changes were necessary and 
many of the moves were long 
‘overdue, The work was just 
sloppy and did not come up to 

tandard, This is the chance for. 
@ complete spring clean.” 


wT ™Wwitl have “complete con: 
trol and finance the new com: 
pany. I'm not exactly poor and 


wm prepared to take the risk. 
‘am very excited about the whole 
project and the enthusiasm in the 
Workshop is better than for many 
years, To start off with, I shall 
be employing 60 people bur the 
‘company will expand. For the first 
vime for 15 or 16 years, eve 

machine in the company will be 
manned, There will no longer be 
any passengers in the company, 


‘The BRM P201's designer Mike Pilbeam (right), 


Parnell (with the watering can), qi 


| 


Louis Stanley—new team. 


every man will be handpicked, 
The commercial side of the com- 


pany looks very good with a 
Humber of large long term con: 
tracts, It will be fully viable and 
M we don't find a sponsor, we 


shall be able to be self financing. 
“The team will be streamlined 


and will have to be 100 per cent 
professional. This is the quality 
has been missing recently 


mong drivers and certain other 


muncing the new 
board, new designer, tean man. 
ager and drivers shortly. 1 am 
not interested in sponsor at the 
moment. We have got to get it 
Fight first. T intend to run a two 

team and it is my intention 
‘we shall be at the first Grand 
0 be 
lidied up and made to look as 
though It’s capable of doing the 
job. ‘The new engine looks good 
on the bench, but that's not good 
enough—It has got to work on 
the circuit. The cars must be 
genuinely competitive and will 
ot race until they are. We have 
probably got better resources than 
any other team there is no rea- 
son why we cannot do it.” 


tha 
Prix. ‘The chassis will have 


has, 
BRM’ team. 


along with Tim 
tthe 


Chevron quit F5000 


Chevron announced this week 
that they would not be building 

F5000 cars next year. 
aman Graham White said 
that the decision had been taken 
purely because of the need to 
Concentrate on the commercial 
formulae. “F500 takes up a 
great deal of time and effort in 
Building and developing the cars 
and keeping them competitive. 
This, we feel we have managed 
to do, but the potential market in 
Britain is not good, It makes 


Graham White—" uneconomic. 


economic sense for us to concen- 
trate on Formula 2 and Atlantic 
where there is a strong potential 
market. We have got a new F5000 
designed but for the moment the 
project has been shelved. We 
shall keep a close eye on the 
Formula of course and if the 
situation is right we shall cer- 
tainly came back in 

“We have a new F2/Atlantic 
chassis which will be ready very 
shortly and we will concentrate 
on these formulae and try to 
break the March domination. If a 
Jot of interest is shown in F3, we 
shall obviously have to consider 
that also. We shall continue to 
build 2-litre sports cars and we 
are looking at 3-litres as well. 

“We shall of course supply 
spare pars for all existing F500 
cars and if anyone wants to buy 
a new B28 we shall be able to 
supply them." 

Chevron have had considerable 
success in F5000 over. the. past 
two years with heir B24 and B28 
models. Teddy Piette won 
the European championship last 
year while Peter Gethin took the 
Tasman title. Gethin finished 
second in the European champion- 
ship this year and the team won 
the entrants championship. 


The Beeb 


BBC Radio 1 will be sponsoring 
‘ major British club championship 


next year. This news was an. 
nounced at a reception in Lon. 
don on Monday. Basically they 


have taken over the Triplex Gi 
championship, but the emphasis 
from Radio 1 will be on encour: 
agement for younger drivers 

The championship will be run 
under the usual club Gl regula. 
tions over 20 rounds. The prize 
fund will be €120 per race and 
points will be awarded on a 4-3- 
2-1 basis for the first four in 
each of the four classes. A com: 


petitor’s best 15 performances 
will count towards the final 
Championship which will have 


£100 for the overall champion and 
£50 to the winners of the other 
classes. 

The championship will also 
feature special encouragement 
awards for young drivers. All 
those under 21 before March 2 
1975, will be identified in the 
race programme and the highest 
placed in each class will receive a 
Special Radio 1 merit award and 
extra points towards a separate 
£500 prize fund covering all 20 
rounds. 

All the races in the champion- 
ship will feature trackside pro. 
motional appearances by Radio 1 
personnel which has proved so 
popular in the past two years. 

There will be two Radio DJ 
days next year in addition to the 
championship. The first of these 


will be on May 18 at Mallory 
Park and the second will be at 
Brands Hatch ‘on September 7. 
These days will consist of a nor. 
mal race programme with a Shell 
Sport Mexico race for DJs plus 
many personal appearances by 
pop stars and live broadcasts of 
the Radio Road Show 

The two DJ days in 1974 raised 
£13,000 for charities as well as 
attracting many thousands of new 
Spectators to race meetings. That 
is proof to anyone that motor 
racing and the pop music industry 
do go hand in hand. Executive 
Producer of Radio Johnny Bear- 
ling said that the championship 
prize fund would come from the 
taking of Radio 1 DJ days, not 
from increased licence fees ! “ We 
are delighted to be involved in 
this “championship,” he — said. 
“We are both aiming at a young 
audience and we feel that this 
Championship will benefit motor 
racing as well as Radio 1." 


© Richard Petty has clinched the 


1974 NASCAR Winston Cup 
Grand National Championship as 
fa result of his third place in the 
‘American 500 at Rockingham on 
October 20, 
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Scheckter drives for BMW 


As we went to press late on 
Tuesday afternoon the telephone 
wires were still red hot between 


Jochen Neerpasch's offices in 
Munich and” Jody Scheckter's 
swimming pool in Spain, the 
BMW competitions — manager 


hoping to agree terms with the 
Tyrrell Grand Prix star to drive 
‘one of the works G2 BMW CSLs 
in Saturday's Kyalami 6 Hours 
Sports car race in Johannesburg. 

Scheckter has already turned 
down the chance of driving a 
Gulf and the works Z-litre Chev- 
ron B26 with Peter Gethin, th 
seat being taken over by hi 
elder brother, Ian. Chevron them 
selves are looking after two fur 
ther works-supported cars for 
John Hine/lan Grob and John 
Lepp/Guy. Tumner, Challenging 
them for 2-litre honours in this, 
the final race of this year's 
World Championship for Makes 
will be the Lola T294s of Rich 
ard Lloyd/John Nicholson and 
Keith Holland/Tony Birchenough 
while the Jo Marquart-designed 
TOS driven by Dave Walker and 


team patron Jorg Obermoser 
could well give the Gethin/ 
Scheckter car a run for its 
money. 


‘Although they have won the 
last eight rounds of the cham: 
pionship and clinched it way back 
in July, Matra-Simea will again 
be sending two of their MS670Cs 
for Jean-Pierres Jarier and Bel: 


Ready to be loaded on to the Tradew 
one of the Gulf sports prototypes. 


Jody Scheckter—Ford to BMW. 
tolse and Henri Pescarolo/Gerard 
Larrousse. Opposing them will be 
a pair of Gulf GR7s for Derek 
Bell/David_ Hobbs and Vern 
Schuppan/Reine Wisell plus last 
year’s. surprise. winners Reinhold 
Joest/Herbert Muller in the for 
‘mer's venerable Porsche 908/3. 

The GT category is again 
Porsche dominated but the two 
George Loos Carreras of 
Clemens Schickentanz / Jurgen 
Barth and John Fitzpatrick/Tim 
Schenken will have to contend 
with the Jochen Mass/Toine 
Hezemans works Koln Capri and 
the works BMW CSL of Scheck 
ter and Ronnie Peterson 


nds Britannia bound for Kyalamt 


TRADEWINDS 


@ Running alongside their ambi- 
tious six-car F2 team, Elf have 
decided to run just One 2-litre 
Alpine Renault sports prototype 
for an all-girl team. Marie-Claude 
Beaumont is one of the drivers, 
having driven one of the cars 
before, while the other has yet 
to be nominated. 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 7, 1974 


© Don’t forget that this Friday 
(November 8) at the Empire, 

ster Square, the BRSCC are 
holding their annual Midnight 
Film Show. Tickets, priced £1, 
are on sale at the door and the 
Programme looks like three ex 
tremely good hours of entertain- 


Argentinian GP doubt 


‘There is growing speculation that 
the Argentinian Grand Prix 
which kicks off next year's World 
Championship in January may be 
cancelled owing to political un: 
This is nothing. startlingly 

1e race regularly gets the 
scares about this time. 
Stories have been circulating sug- 
Resting that none of the Latin 
American drivers are keen to RO, 
especially with the recent spate 
of kidnappings that have taken 


place since. President Peron’s 
Geath earlier this year. 
‘When we spoke to. Peter 


McIntosh of the FICA, he hadn't 
heard anything about’ cancelling 
the event. However, it was gen: 
erally thought that’ very few of 
the teams would take along their 
sponsors, Lord Alexander Hes- 
keth and Louis Stanley being just 
two who stayed at home earlier 
this year 


Lord Hesketh—avoids Argentina? 


British Airways hack the RoC 


British Airways were the second 
state corporation to announce 
thelr support for motor. racing 
this week when they announced 
on Tuesday that they would be 
sponsoring the Race of Cham. 
pions at Brands Hatch on March 
16 

British Airways are, of course 
not new to motor sport having 
backed world championship sports 
car races at Brands Hatch for a 
number of years. 

‘They will be joint sponsors of 
the event with the Daily Mail, 
As usual the Race of Champions 
will be the first FI race of the 
season in Europe although of non- 
championship status many teams 


have indicated that they will be 
attending, Among expected en: 
tries are those for Emerson Fittl- 
paldi and Lella Lombardi and a 
new American Fl car is expected 
to make its debut. 


The meeting will also feature 
the opening round of the Euro- 
pean F5000 championship and the 
Second rounds of the John Player 
Atlantic, Allied Pollymer Formula 
Ford 2000 and RAC British saloon 
car championships. There will also 
be a £3,000 Evening News Shell- 
Sport Celebrity Race when top 
sports stars will take part to 
raise money for SPARKS, the 
sportsman's charity 


Guess who? Turn to page 


14 for the result. 


Ex John Morrison. 5 wins. Lap records at Silverstone, 
Hockenheim, and others too numerous to mention. 


73 model. 7 races only. Lap records at Cadwell Park 
and Croft. Many good places. 


Also for sale 


F5000 project 


Near completion. 


SUPERNOVA CARS LTD. 


FALLEND WORKS 
DAUX ROAD, BILLINGSHURST 
BILLINGSHURST 2767 


Chris Witty on behalf of 
Autosport would like to thank 
the BRSCC, Motor Circuit 
Developments and Shellsport in 
organizing last Sunday's Mexico 
Celebrity Race. 

Also a special thanks to Rex 
Greenslade for his constant 
companionship, all the other 
competitors, to Tony Owen of the 
Windsor Castle and to Bilabel 
for the trophies. 
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1975 MoToR RACING 


CALENDAR 


SUPER ACTION DRAWINGS IN COLOUR ON 
CARD FOR FRAMING WHEN USED 
TEXACO, MARLBORO, McLAREN-HESKETH, 
FERRARI-JPS 


95p INC P&P. ADD £1 IF OUTSIDE EUROPE 


ARNEY & TAYLOR LTD. 
52 WELLS PARK ROAD, 
SYDENHAM, SE26 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 7, 1974 


Pit and Paddock 


Johncock’s USAC win 


Adding only a second USAC 
Success to his tally this season, 
fast year's Indy winner Gordon 
Johneock held on ¢o win the final 
USAC Championship race at 
Phoenix last Sunday. Driving his 
STP Eagle-Offy, Johncock took 
‘over the lead from Bobby Unser’s 
similar works car when the new 
USAC Champion made a lengthy 
final pit stop to take on four 
new tyres as well as fuel. The 
stop cost Unser 37s and dropped 
him to. fourth. ‘However he 
started to haul back Johneock, 


Gordon Johncock—close win. 


- 


reducing the gap from 12 s to a 
mere 1 s as they hurtled into 
the final laps of the 150-mile 
race around. the one-mile oval 
Unfortunately Unser got held up 
in traffic and Johncock hung on 
to win by 3 

Johneock’s win gave him third 
place in the USAC series while 
‘A. J. Foyt brought his Coyote- 
Ford home third just in front of 
the Viceroy Eagles of Mario And- 
retti and Al Unser, this being 
the first USAC race Mario has 
finished all season, Jimmy 
Caruthers was fifth in front of 
Johnay Rutherford who had put 
ig works McLaren MI6D "on 
pole and ran third until he spun 
‘Ona damp patch of the track, 
legacy of heavy rain showers 
which had lashed the Phoenix 
circuit for most of the week 

Running concurrently with the 
USAC cars for the first time in 
a USAC oval race were several 
F5000 cars. The only” notable 


runner was Sam Posey in his 
Norris Talon but he, like the 
others, were predictably never in 


the hunt. In fact the highest run. 
ing F5000 was Jerry Karl's Lola 

32 and even he wasn't in the 
ten, a far cry to Unser's 
great performance, for USAC at 
Riverside the F5000. race the 


week before 


The reason why testing has 


stopped at Silverstone. 


SET 


Up for grabs? 


BMW have put up for sale four 
24-valve CSL Coupes in complete 
G2 ‘racing trim. Complete with a 
host of spares and including a 
spare gearbox, the cars cost 
£26,000 cach. Without the spares, 
the price drops to just’ over 
£18,000. Ford Cologne are also 
offering their 420 bhp 24-valve 
V6 engine at around — £6,000. 
They claim the price will drop 
if they receive sufficient orders! 
Superloon competitors queue here, 
please! 


Graviner take 
AP Award 


The first AP Motor Sport Safety 
‘Award was made in London last 
‘week. The winners of the magni- 
ficent trophy were Graviner Ltd 
for their driver's life support 
system. The award was made by 

ckie Stewart and accepted by 
Denys Randolph, chairman of 
Graviner. 

Introduced in October, 1973, by 
Automotive Products, the award 
is designed to encourage interest 
in safety in all forms of motor 
sport. The award committee was 
headed by journalist John Bluns 
den and consisted of Jackie 
Stewart, Tony Salmon (BRDC), 
Peter Browning (BRSCC), and 
journalists Jabby Crombac and 
Franco Link 

After considering many dif. 
ferent projects during the year the 
committee were unanimous in 
their choice of the Graviner sys: 
tem which, as from January 1, 
1975, will 'be mandatory for all 
FI and F2 drivers. Special men- 
tion was also made of Griffin 
helmets who were the first com: 
any to design and perfect a hel- 
met which incorporated the life 
support. system. 


© As from November 14 the new 
telephone number for Silverstone 
Circuits Ltd and the BRDC will 
be Silverstone (STD code 0327) 
857271 


Jaguars fail 


‘The Champion Spark Plug Road 
Racing Classic finals which were 
held at Road Atlanta over the 
weekend saw a shock defeat for 
the two semi-works Jaguar V12 
E-Types of Bob Tullius and Lee 
Mueller, despite both cars domi- 
‘nating practice. 

Tullius put his Group 44 
entered car on pole ahead of 
Mueller’s Huffaker car and Bill 
Jobe's 5.7-litre Chevrolet Cor- 
Vette. The class B production 
sports car final was run over 
half an hour and saw the E-Types 
lead initially with Tullius shatter- 
ing the class record. First blow 
was when Mueller had to slow 
and eventually retire with tyre 
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Lee Mueller retired his Jaguar V12 E-Type with tyre problems. 


in the USA 


problems, thought to be a slow 
Puncture, and thus Jobe mounted 
his attack on the sole surviving 
E-Type. The Corvette eventually 
forced its way passed and bung 
on to win by 08 5. 


In the remaining production 
sports car classes, British Leyland 
fared a little better with Richard 
Cline (Triumph Spitfire), Joe 
Hauser and John McCue’ (A-H 
Sprites) all winning their respec 

ive classes. But it wasn't such a 
happy ending for Brian Fuerste- 
nau, the co-founder of Group 44, 
who was narrowly beaten in his 
MGB "by. Bill Schmidt's Porsche 
in his class. 


Paul Thompson 


It is with very deep regret that 
we have to record the death of 
Paul Thompson following a road 
accident in France last week. 
Paul, who was 25, had been one 
of Avrosrorr’s leading freelance 
contributors over the past three 
years, 

Having taken a business studies 
jurse and then worked for Rio 
Tinto-Zinc, Paul got into motor- 
ing journalism after working as 
an extra in the film Le Mans. He 
was a man of boundless energy 
and enthusiasm for the sport and 
loved to cover any form of rac- 
ing Mterally anywhere in the 
world. 


et_his_nevi 
‘and how he 
‘would emerge from his Austin 
A40, having covered thousands of 
miles between races to. greet 
everyone with a smile and a 
story about how he had stopped 
fon a beach somewhere to rebuild 
the engine or how he had dis- 
covered some halfshafts for it in 


Sicily. 
Paul was a _conscientio\ 
journalist’ as anyone who has 


read his reports of F2, sports car 
and touring car races’ will know. 
His reports were always immacu- 
lately presented and informative 


and the work of a genuine 
enthusiast 

As well as being a highly 
respected journalist, Paul was 


also a very good friend to all of 
sat Aurosrorr and will be 
sadly missed, not only by us but 
everyone who knew him and 
enjoyed reading his reports, To 
his family and friends ‘we send 
our deepest sympathies at the 
time of this tragedy, 

‘There will be a cremation ser- 
vice at Hendon Crematorium, 
Mill Hill, on Thursday, November 
7 at 3.30 pm. 


© We would also like to send 
our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Murray Taylor of 
Motoring News who suffered 
Serious injuries in the same acc 
dent. We are happy to report that 
he is making a steady recovery in 
hospital in France and he should 
be back home in a couple of 
weeks. 


MIKE WRIGLEY’S 


IMAGE 


WINS HIM RACES 


Image FF1 in kit form for only £545 gets you into the 
racing scene. Stop watching it from the sides and be 
there with them. 


All you need is a kit and some inexpensive manu- 
facturer’s proprietary components, a few months’ 
simple assembly and you have a very fast race- 
winning Image Formula Ford, 

Formula Ford racing sh 


idea! formula for poten 
now brings this ideal wi 


ive and certainly the 
drivers. The image 
team's grasp. 
Whether it is just you and your mechanic or a full blown 
racing outfit, if you’ want to go motor racing build up an 
image kit over the rest of the year and get an entry in for 
Boxing Day! 
“Your Image is there to win” 


Write or ‘phone for details to: Vera Saunders (Sales), 
F.S.L. Cars Ltd, Newcroft Estate, Tangmere, Sussex. Tol : 024- 
353 446 and she will send you details by return, or contact 
Mike Wrigley Racing on 061-273 1432/061-439 3593 
(Manchester). Any export queries/sales to: Manderet Ltd, on 
021-748 1447 (Birmingham). 


the experts do! 


Koni shock absorbers do a ipt for you 
irmer and greater control of the road, 
more confident driving technique at the wheel that is the 
admiration of other motorists. In fact. most experts me 


They give you a 
‘more precise and 


Get Koni grand prix roadholding power on your car You 
would appreciate the difference the world’s best shock ab. 
sorbers make to your : 

Koni are made for 


THE WINDSOR CASTLE 
AUTOMOBILE CLUB 


Wish to bestow congratulations 


on their hero 


CHRIS 
WITTYPALDI 


for his fine win in the AUTOSPORT 
SHELLSPORT MEXICO race at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday 


Fl contracts will be viewed over a pint in the 
Camden Bar of the above named hostelry. 


REPRINTS 


of road tests and articles in AUTOSPORT mi 
ordered in quantity from us for sales and promotional 
purposes. Further details from 


Ken Dodge, 

Production Controller, 
Haymarket Publishing Ltd, 
Gillow House, 

5 Winsley Street, 

London W1A 2HG. 
Telephone 01-636 3600, extension 258 


RARE OPPORTUNITY 


to 
acquire a successful single 
seater racing car design with 
commercial application. Every 
help given to purchaser. 
Principals only apply 


Box No. 4000 
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APG FF2000 series announced 


Announced earlier chis week were take place at secondary events. 
full details of the newly instigated The prize money has been 
Formula Ford 2000 Champion- doubled by FF standards with a 
ship which will take place next total prize fund of £3,900 and 
Year. The 17-race series, of monies paid at £8 per point on the 
Which the best 15 will count, is regular 9-6-4-3-2-1 sliding scale 
to be sponsored by the Allied © With the advent of racing tyres 
Polymer Group. and such, it is expected that It 

‘As has already been announced, could cost up to £1,000 more to 


Formula Ford 2000 is for FF purchase one of the new FF 
cars using the 2-litre Ford Pinto 2000 chassis. However, trade 
engine, racing tyres and wings bonuses and so forth are still 
and ts intended as “a gradua- being worked out. 


tion step and not a new formula.” 
‘The formula has come about be 
cause of the tremendous “ over. 
population” in Formula Ford at 
the moment where we hear the 
BRSCC sometimes have to turn 
away up to 30 aspiring competi 
tors in’ mid-season. The formula 
Was evolved, again so we are told, 
With the total co-operation of the 
Grivers, the BRSCC acting as 


There were some rumours sug. 
gesting that the introduction of 
FF 2000 meant the 1600 cc en- 
gine was on the way out. How 
ever, a Ford Motor Company 
spokesman said: "The 1600 cc 
engine is planned to continue for 
longer than we need to worry 
about." The qualifying rounds 
for the Allied Polymer Group For- 
mula Ford 2000 Championship 


mediators, because there was a are as follows 
Bap that needed filling in British 
club racing, 

‘One feature of the Formula 


Ford 2000 races next year is that 
every round will support an inter 
national race meeting while the 
existing 1600ce FF races will 


You wouldn't believe it but this was our editor's attitude towards 
Motors David Hardcastle before the journalists’ race last Sunday at 
Brands, (Below) Witty leads Motor men Greenslade and Hardcastle 
through Kidney while Avrosrort’s. Phillips and Taylor pursue 
Autocar'a Andrew Shanks. 
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Vauxhall’s 
new film 


Vauxhall showed the third of their 
1975 motor racing films for the 
first time last week. Titled "The 
Enthusiasts" the film highlights 
the personal involvement and 
dedication of the many people 
who contribute to the successful 
operation of British motor sport 
— marshals, organisers, sponsors, 
spectators and competitors. 

Filmed at Thruxton and Inglis- 
ton this year, there are some ter 
rifle racing sequences as well as 
informed and highly amusing com: 
ments from people throughout the 
Sport. The racing sequences cover 
a-number of formulae from Gl to 
F500. 

Produced by Barrie Gill's For: 
mula One Films company, it is a 
film that would make any club 
night worthwhile. It runs for 
25m and will shortly be available 
on free loan from the Vauxhall 
Film Library, 16 Paxton Place, 
London, SE27 985 

The two other films made for 
Vauxhall this year, “* Ventora for 
Victory” and “This One Was 
Fun” are now available from the 
library. 


RAC G1 dates 


Although they have yet to 
announce a new sponsor for 
next year's RAC Touring Car 


Championship, which as far as 
we can ascertain, will once 
again be held under the existing 
Gi regulations, the RAC hi 
fssued a fist of dates for the 15- 
race series. Predictably they are 
very similar 40 this year and no 
new circuits are to be visited 
‘The rounds are 


The BARC’s 
open invite 


‘The BARC Surrey centre are run- 
ning another of their popular 
driver forums today (Thursday) at 
the Drift Bridge Hotel, Reigate 
Road, Epsom, Surrey 

‘Among the drivers invited are 
Tom Belso, Tony Lanfranchi, 
Gerry Marshall, Barry Williams, 
Mike Wilds, ' Dave Morgan, 
Richard Morgan, Peter Wardle 
and. Chris Craft while Keith 
Greene will represent team man- 
agers, Chris Belton of the RAC 
and ‘Sidney Offord, organisers. 
Chairman will be Avrosroxt 
Editor Ian Phillips. 

‘An open invitation is extended 
to all participants and enthusi 
asts of motor sport. Doors open at 

7.30 pm. 


No more 
Carreras 


‘The BRSCC have now amended 
the price classes for their 
Production Sports Car Cham. 
pionship in 1975 and have 
Announced the fist of eligible 
cars. The price classes have been 
adjusted according to new car 
Prices in. the current Autocar 
Buyers’ Guide so that basically 
the same groups of cars race 
together asin’ 1974. For the 
coming season, ‘however, the 
BRSCC have decided to apply an 
upper class limit of £4000 to 
exclude the small number of 
exotic cars that have dominated 
this formula in the past, There- 
fore the Porsche Carreras of Nick 
Faure and John De Stefano and 
De Tomaso Panteras, like that of 


Chris Meek, will be seen no 
Tonger. 
‘The list of cars 


is based upon those models that 
are (or have been) available for 
sale in this country and that 
are homologated (or are eligible 
for homologation) in Group 3. 
Rounds will be held at all’ the 


MCD circuits. plus Rufforth, 
Croft, Castle Combe, Cadwell 
Park ‘and last, but certainly not 
least, Donington, The list of 


eligible ‘cars. for the 12-race 


wild West 


There looks to be a distinct pos- 
sibility of an F5000 race on a 
street circuit. in America next 
year. Plans are being laid for a 

“¢ in April ct May. for the 
‘series to start at Long Beach, 
js a suburb of 


U 
California which 
Los Angeles. about 10 miles 
away from Hollywood. If the 
F5000 race goes off successfully 
the promotors are hoping for FI 
there in 1976. 

@ Following his nasty accident in 
2 national French hillelimb re- 
cently, we are pleased to hear 
that Yves Martin is making a 
steady recovery. 

© Dymo Ltd, the brand leaders 
In the visual communications 
market, with their range of 
embossing machines and tapes, 
fare to sponsor Kevin Bowditch’s 
FF Lotus 61 at the televised 
Thruxton meeting on November 
16. 

© Omitted from Castrol’s list of 
successes for Stuart. Graham's 
Chevrolet Camaro last week was 
the fact that he is the large 
capacity class winner in the 
national Gl. championship. 


Pit and Paddock 


Anyone seen a dead Beetle? Millions of BBC tv viewers saw the new 
European Rallycross champion Franz Wurz perform this neat feat at 
Lydden last Saturday—after he'd taken the flag. 


Briefly... 


© The forthcoming international 
racing car show will be once 
again organised by the BRSCC in 
conjunction with the SMMT. It 
Will be titled the "International 
Racing Car Show Speedshow °75' 
to take place at Olympia between 
January I-11, Emerson Fittipaldi's 
World) Championship-winning 
Texaco/Marlboro McLaren M23 
will take pride of place on the 


central dais while British Ley- 
land and Chrysler will also 
attend. At the moment over 


100 exhibitors have been allo- 
cated space and there is still 
some more room so we're told. 


@ Elf Petroleum and their distri 
butors in the Midlands, Patrios 
Oils Ltd, have donated "200 gal- 
Tons of ‘petrol for the BMRMC 
training day which will be held 
in Birmingham this Saturday. 


@ Jan Bracey on behalf of Ibec 
Racing bas” announced" with 
mixed. feelings" that the team 
have decided to discontinue the 
Tec P3 project and pull out of 
Clubmans racing altogether. The 
prime reason for discontinuing 
the project we are told is 
‘overweight " oF too much good 
food from is Haltan restaurant 
sponsor Il Palio di Siena! 


© David Minister's appeal to the 

tewards of the RAC 

the disqualification of 

Morgan from the BOC Formula 

Ford championship will be heard 

on November 25. The RAC Tri- 
bility of 


gine will be heard on November 
28. Finally, the inguiry into the 
legality of Jose Chateaubriand’s 
Holbay Pinto F3 engine will start 

today (November 7). 
@ Mario Andretti ts currently 
undertaking a series of top-level 
meetings with the hierarchy of 
the Firestone Tyre & Rubber 
Company to see exactly what 
intend to do about next 
racing involve- 


team. It has been suggested that 
Firestone may prefer to pay-off 
the Parnelli Jones team rather 
than have to produce any form 
of tyres for Fl. 
@ Latest piece of gossip. A 
Hesketh-engined Ferrari ! 
© Alan Blake has been appointed 
Competitions jee for Avon 
Tyres to help promote Avon's 
growing involvement in all 
jects of motor sport. 
@ John Watson spent last week- 
end in St Thomas's Hospital 
having the 8 in steel plat 
removed from his :eg following 
his RoC accident fast year. 


Championship positions 


Alan Minshaw-—Triplex champion. 


© Following their respective wins 
at Brands Hatch last 
both Syd Fox 
slade had their Hawke 
Vauxhall Magnum cars sealed by 


the RAC. 


CATCHPOLE 


This Weekend: 
SNETTERTON 


This weekend sees the greatest 
event for all Formula Ford com- 
petitors when the BRSCC again 
fun their Formula Ford Festival 
‘at Snetterton, over which circuit 
is not certain. Over 100 entries 
have been received for the event, 
and most of the Formula Ford 
“names” are present, including 
Syd Fox, Richard Morgan, Rich 
ard Hawkins, Bernard. Vermilio, 
Roy Klomfass in a Hawke DL12, 
Rob Wicken, Matthew Argenti, 
Tiff Needell, Rupert Keegan, 
Frank Hopper, Stuart Baird, St 
phen South, Peter White, ‘Mike 
Young—the list goes on and 
on. Everybody who is anybody in 
Formula Ford will be there with 
the exception of Patrick Neve and 
Derek Lawrence who are in South 
America, 

Tn addition to the regular FF 
drivers there are comebacks to 
the Formula from two of last 
year's front runners. Don 
MacLeod found that he only had 
one trophy left, the Formula Ford 
Festival trophy from last_ year, 
and when offered a Crossle 
through Syd Fox, accepted. 
should be interesting to see thi 
year's dominant’ man and last 
Year's man, Morgan and MacLeod, 
facing against one another. Bob 
‘Amott is another to return to the 
Formula with a Van Diemen for 
this race. 

Practising is on Saturday from 
11.30 to 250 and racing is on 
Sunday with five heats before 
lunch, starting at 10am, and two 
semi-finals over 10 laps and a 
final over 20 laps, after lunch. 
Sadly, there is no post race party, 
but the racing should be good. 


Hans Stuck drwing the Fl, 
Brian Henion the new F2 and 
Alex Riblero the Super Renault 


© Making a return to the race 
acks this weekend at the Snet- 
terton Formula Ford Festival is 
Mazda's PR/racing co-ordinator 
David Palmer. He has purchased 
a Lloyd engine from his friend 
Syd Fox and is entered in a 
Hawke DL11. Whizzo, watch out! 


By Barry Foley 


Ler’ Go AND See 
81G LOU'S NEW FILCAR, 


_— FANTASTIC. 


BLOODY FANTASTIC 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
ALAN MINSHAW 


1974 Triplex Production Saloon Car Champion 


CO-ENTRANT 


THE ANCHOR MOTOR CO. CHESTER 


The largest Chrysler Main Dealer in the North West. Branches also at Crewe and Wrexham. 


ENGINE PREPARATION : 


HARRY RATCLIFFE OF GRV DEVELOPMENTS 


Fletchers Road, Smithy Bridge, Littleborough. Tel: 77401. 
Engine and chassis preparation, specialists in Group One race and rally preparation. 


RACE EQUIPMENT : 


DEMON TWEEKS supplied 


Rollover cage, fire extinguishers, seat belts, safety harness, fire proofing, racewear and 
Kleber tyres. 


Thanks from Alan Minshaw to Robin Gordon, Alastair Stanyer 
and of course Peter Simpson for the entries 


denon tuec| see 


Telephone : 0829 70055 
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Markku Alen, driving in his usual exuberant style, was the quickest driver on th 


Press on Regardless — 
Alen and Therier star... 


By JOHN DAVENPORT Photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


‘There are three winners on this year's SCCA Press on Regardless Rally; Markku Alen was the 
fastest driver and thus won a moral victory for Fiat; Jean-Luc Therier drove excellently in 
his Renault 17 Gordini to become the technical victor subject to protest; and last but not 
Teast were the roads of Michigan's Upper Peninsular which provided excellent stages for a 
major international rally and reduced the field of 64 starters (o 28 finishers. 

‘What the rally lacked most was the enthusiasm and cohesion of organisation that had 
made the Rideau Lakes Rally such a success a few weeks before. There was no lack of 
enthusiasm amongst the SCCA members and local enthusiasts who turned out to marshal 
fand time the rally. Indeed, one could say that this side of things was above average. However, 
the rally badly lacked these qualities amongst the higher echelons of its organisation and it 
was this which principally brought it down. The rally ran perfectly well the first night 
despite torrential rain which made the going very difficult on the stages. However, on the 
Second night, the Sheriff of Dickenson County decided to play his part and ‘tried to 
close down the rally single-handed. Whether he was right to do this or not Is a matter 
between his conscience and himself but he did turn some ears away from stages. They went 
to the supper halt and all of a sudden there was a miniature Burzet in the making. The 
rally organisers decided to cancel all the stages and let everyone re-start but this also 
included all those who had retired during the stages and had now re-built their cars. 


‘At this point all could have been saved by a 
quick ‘positive decision along World Cup 
ines, but this was not to be and almost the 
whole of this second night was cancelled. 
For the third leg, where previously retired 
cars were allowed to start mixed up and 
classified ahead of cars that had done all the 
route up to supper the previous night, every 
thing went wrong. Manufacturer protested 
against manufacturer, some drivers were 
hardly on speaking terms, rumours flew about 
broken seats, swapped cars and the stewards 
and organisers changed their minds hourly 
depending on whom they had talked to last. 
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Determined to get their own back on the 
nasty professionals who were throwing all 
the mud around, the organisers penalised 
all the Fiat team and all the Lancia team 
after their service crews had been caught 
Speeding on. the last night. Thus Markku 
Alen/Atso Aho who had ted the rally from 
start to finish in their works Fiat Spyder 
Abarth found themselves demoted to second 
place. With Fiat appealing against the penalties 
—and a few other things relating to the 
Second night—and Renault counter-appealing 
and adding a few supplementary things that 
they forgot the first time round, it looks 


event in his works Fiat 124 Abarth, 


as if the results will come from Paris some- 
time after Christmas. 


ENTRY 


The Press on Regardless Rally has been 
in the World Rally Championship since 1972 
and this was to have been its greatest year 
with full factory teams from Europe compet- 
ing for the first time, Renault were first 
off the mark and entered three R17 Gordini 
for their regular drivers Jean-Luc Therier/ 
Christian Delfecrier, Jean-Pierre Nicolas/Gerry 
Phillips and Bernard Darniche/Alain Mahé. 
These cars were all powered by the push-rod 
1800 cc engine that has previously been used 
so successfully in the Renault Alpine, The car 
is front wheel driven through a five-speed 
box and a fairly weak limited slip 
differential again borrowed from the Alpine. 
‘The R17 has had a lot of suspension develop: 
ment done on it for rallies such as 
Morocco and the Bandama and in addition, 
three recee cars identical to the rally cars 
had been used over here for some weeks 
by the crews. 

Renault have no real interest in the World 
Championship at the moment. This is hanging 
in the balance between Fiat and Lancia who 
had both entered teams in the POR. Fiat had 
five cars entered, all of which were Abarth 
Spyder 124s with che cight valve engine, 
Alen did try a l6-valve engine before the 
rally but elected to go back to the less 
nervous eight-valve. The crews were Alen/Aho, 
Alcide Paganelli/Nini Russo, Sergio Barbasio/ 


Franco Rossetti, Jean-Paul Perusse/John 
‘Bellefleur and | Maurizio Verini/Angelo 
Torriani. This last pair had been flown up 


with their car at virtually the last_ moment 
and did not have much chance to do a proper 
reece. Lancia were more consecvative and 
retained their crews from the Rideau Lakes 
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with no modifications. Sandro Munari/Mario 
‘Mannucci drove the Stratos with a new 
engine, still with two valves per cylinder, 
flown "from Italy between the _ events. 
‘Then Simo Lampinen/John Davenport drove 
the same Beta Coupé that they had in 
Canada with the same 16-valve engine 
while Mauro Pregliasco/Angelo Garzoglio 
drove their Beta Coupe with a new eight-vaive 
engine. 

‘As Renault were there in some force, the 
talents and resources of Jean-Claude Bert- 
rand, organiser of the Bandama Rally, and 
Bob Neyret with his Team Aseptogyi got 
together to enter five factory prepared Group 
4 Alpines. The crews were Bob Neyret/ 
Claudine ‘Trawtmann, Guy Chasseuil/Jean- 
Pierre Rouget, Marianne Hoepfner/Yveline 
Vanoni, Francois Tureat/Gerard. Passaol and 
the Ivory Coast rally champions, Alain 
Ambrosino/Jean-Jacques Regnier. The prac- 
Uce car that Chasseuil had rolled on the 
Rideau Lakes was pressed into service and 
lent to the two French Canadians, Jean- 
Legault/Robert Tibault to bring the team up 
to size, 

Sobiesiaw _ Zasada/Jerzy __Dobryanski 
brought their Swiss registered, Polish entered 
Porsche Carrera up from the Rideau Lakes 
and the same journey was made by Keith 
Billows/John Campbell in the Manchester 
Liners Escort. “Last year’s winners of the 
POR, Walter Boyce/Doug Woods also made 
this journey with their Toyota Celicia which 
had the bad manners to break a connecting 
rod on the drive up and had to be towed 
to the start and rebuilt there. Of the 
‘American entries, those best known were the 
two Volvo 144s entered by. Jim Walker/ 
Terry Palmer and Bob Hourihan/Doug 
Shepherd and the Dodge Colt of veterans, 
Harvey/Wayne Zitkus, Harvey has been 

the four-wheel drive Chrysler all 


Where he main 
way for a year. Brian Culcheth/Johastone 
Syer were entered by British Leyland 
International in the same Morris Marina 1.8 
that they had used on the Canadian event 
and though it had a new gearbox, Culcheth 
was not confident “that it would be any 
stronger than the last one. 


RALLY: 


‘This year's POR was based on the university 
fand mining town of Marquette, capital of the 
Upper Peninsular of Michigan. From this 
pleasant and very co-operative town, the rally 
‘comprised three loops each of which started 
in ithe late afternoon 

morning so that the 
hours’ sleep before tackling the next night 
The scrutineering was on the Tuesday and 
went off with very little trouble except that 
two of the Flats, those of Paganelli and Alen, 
‘were too noisy and had to have the silencers 
changed. Some bright spark suggested the 
next day that the Lancia Stratos had changed 
its silencer after sorutineering for a noisier 
fone but a spot check with a noise meter put 
the record straight. Alen had to go tate co 
have his eight-valve engine sealed after its last 
minute change ‘while Lampinen was just 
Teaving when he realised that his Beta had not 
had its seal applied and shot back for it 

‘Already there were signs that the organisa 
tion was a bit ragged for there were lots of 
corrections to the road book and no sign of 
the organisers until they arrrived on the 
Monday night. Most of the queries went to 
Erasmus Saliti, the Italian observer for the 
CSI who got them answered by the morning 
of the Wednesday start. 

Prior to the rally, the weather had been 
clear and mild—so much so that i was even 
thought that dust might be a problem on the 
stages. This idea was firmly squashed by 
heavy rain on Tuesday witich continued 
through the start and the first night of the 
rally. The first two stages were held almost 
in the cown of Marquette for the attraction of 

1o8e spectators who could brave the rain and 
ve “fair warning of what was ahead 
in the way of slippery conditions. Alen set 
fastest time on the first which was a 50-50 
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dire and tarmac horror over a hill called 
Mount Marqueste, while Munari was fastest 
ahead of Chassell on the alltarmac circuit 
of Presque Isle Park. From here, the rally 
headed off into the night and the forests. 

‘Alen swept into the lead at once, assisted 
by a one minute wrong time on stage 3 where 
nervous marshal let him start 
Already the retirements had started 
Daniels/Ewing hitting a tree and breaking 
their Datsun’s axle on stage 1 while Craw 
ford Knofit rolled their Saab V4 on stage 
2. Wrong stots in the rain and mist cost 
both Marianne Hoepfner (Alpine) and Keith 
Billows (Escort) several minutes and the 
Escort. was to leave the road on stage 7 
when Billows was having trouble with the 
gear selection. He and John Campbell broke 
thelr winch trying to get back on the road 
and had to retire. The other Escort of Carroll 
Prendergast suffered a similar fate and stayed 
off the road to retire. 

Of the Renaults, Nicolas was going best 
but he clipped a log on stage 5 and bent 
the rear axle which didn't get changed unti 
after stage 7, costing him quite a bit of 
time on the stages Alen had a puncture on 
stage 6 but was still fast enough to be 
Jeading overall even though Barbasio bad 
been given a time five minutes coo quick and 
was thus classified second overall. Walter 
Boyce spent some time off the road on stage 


Mauro Pregliasco takes off in his eight-valve Lancia Beta Coupe. 


Jean-Luc Therier drove his Renault 17 superbly to remain at the top. 


4 while trying to get the hang of some 
borrowed pace notes while Turcot rolled his 
Alpine out of the rally in stage 5, Both 
the Lancias of Munarl and Lampinen were 
slow as a result of choosing the wrong tyres 
for tho incredibly slippery conditions and the 
ight schedule between stages precluded any 
changing until just before stage Seven. The 
Renaults were in trouble with not having very 
efficient’ de-misting despite their electrically 
heated windscreens .and a bit of improvised 
ducting helped them after the supper stop. 
Progliasco in the second Beta had been limping 
through with a broken engine mounting but 
this caused the exhaust manifold to break 
and he had to stop or risk the car burning 

The rest of the night ran smoothly though 
with the timing beconsing much more con- 
sistent and the roads a iktle less slippery 
as the rain eased off. The fog was still a 
problem but Alen, Paganelli, Nicolas and 
‘Therier seemed to revel in it and consolidated 
their positions at the head of the rally, Scott 
Harvey dropped out with a broken halfshaft 
in his Colt, while Culcheth lost road time 
after having to drain his petrol tank to got 
Fid of water picked up from a back-councry 
pump somewhere. Darniche took some points 
for checking in ‘early at one control while 
the Alpine of Ambrosino retired after smashing 
the car on a particularly bad bump. 


‘Above : Munari in the Stratos. Below 


The last stage of the night, stage 19, 
was a real sting in ithe tail, as’ it provided 
15 miles of the worst roads of the night 
Lampinen filled his engine with water in one 
road hole and lost two and a half minutes and 
completed the stage on three cylinders. Boyce 
broke an anti-roll bar mounting and had a 
puncture on the Toyota Celicia which cut back 
his speed while Paganelli limped out of the 
stage with the clutch slipping having done five 
miles at 2000 rpm in second gear. Even 
Verini broke his exhaust mountings so there 
was plenty of work for service crews before 
the cars were impounded while the drivers 
slept. 

‘The official positions were as follows 
1, Alen/Aho (Fiat), 8917 seconds ; 2, Therier/ 
Delferrier (Renault), 9251 ; 3, Paganelli Russo 
(Fiat), 9273, Barbasio/Roseiti (Fiat), 9273; 
5, Nicolas/Phillips (Renauk), 9353; 6, 
Munari/Manucei (Stratos), 9388; 7, Verini/ 
Torrial (Fiat), 9410; 8, Lampinen/Davenport 
(Beta), 9498 ;' 9, Darniche/Mahé (Renault), 
9548; 10, Cufcheth/Syer (Marina), 9867. 

‘The second night saw yet more rain as the 
crews moved off to tackle the southernmost 
leg. The first stage was a 20 mile 
puddle and most people, like Lampinen, 
Munari, Nicolas and Meyret had trouble with 
water in the ignition system. Ochers went off 
the road like Darniche who lost 20 
minutes or Boyce who went off to stay. Jim 
Walker whose Volvo was suffering from a 
bent axle broke his differential in the stage 
and stayed there. However, the first big 
‘dramas came on the next stage where the 
sand got into the Fiat clutches and wreaked 
havoc. Paganelli retired at the end of the 
stage incapable of ascending the hill while 
Barbasio only just made i as did Alen 
Verini was stuck in the same place after 
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Barbasio and Fiat Abarth 


the sage with a dead engine and no starter 
white Perusse just had no clutch! This left 
just Alen and Barbasio to carry on the Fiat 
versus Lancia battle against Munari and 
Lampinen. Barbasio then left the road on 
stage 22 while Lampinen stopped 
for’ half an hour on stage 23° with 
gallons of water on and in his engine. Then 
Munari had a rear brake caliper wear away 
with the sand, drove two stages without 
brakes before getting it fixed, and lost 15 
minutes on the road. He also ran out of 
petrol on stage 23 at the finish and also had 
the alternator fail. 

"To add to all these tales of woe, Culcheth 
had his gearbox fail in stage 23 and limped 
off to retire while Neyret was stopped in the 
same stage with a broken coil connection 
which “he eventually traced. Darniche had 
bent his rear axle and the bad handling put 
him off the road in stage 24. Jones/Beatty 
in the Datsun 510 from Ohio went off the 
road in stage 26 and winched themselves back 
on while Beers/Hays joined the ranks of the 
retired when their akernator packed up on a 
similar Datsun. Zasada was off the road for a 
witile with fis Porsche and the other Carrera 
entered by Smorawimski got stuck and could 

‘Now we come to the sorry bit. The sheriff 
decided to stick his nose in to the rally 
beeween stage 22 and 23 and started to tell 
drivers that the rally was being called off 
Eventually he found some who would take 
his instructions and, with the connivance 
Of the marshal, they tumed away from stage 
23, though the road was still 100 per cent 
‘open. At the further suggestion of a steward 
of the ‘ally who happened to be around, 
they went to the supper halt rather than to 
stage 24 which was outside this lawman's 


territory. When the rally arrived there, the 
competitors fell into three categories: those 
who had done all the route to that point, 
those that had been turned away from stage 
23, and those that had retired but come there 
anyway. By some stroke of bad fortune, the 
rally organisers decided to scrub everything 
after stage 22 and let everyone continue who 
had reached that point. This seta hornets 
nest going for Fiat wanted Paganelli and 
Barbasio back in the rally, so evidence was 
found to suggest that the sheriff had been 
active before stage 22, The stewards decided 
to cancel stage 22, Renault and Lancia went 
spare and put their point of view. The re-start 
was delayed while everyone iried to get 
things settled to their own advantage and no 
one could see that the only thing to do was 
to recognise a case of force majeure, and let 
the competitors who hadn't completed the 
route, for whatever reason, run in the rally 
but insist that they be classified behind those 
who had passed the whole route. 

The shambles went on for hours and 
eventually the rest of the second might was 
cancelled and everyone went back to 
Marquette. Even by the next afternoon, the 
problem was not resolved and there were 
at least nine protests in the course of being 
heard by the stewards when the rally 
restarteé—with everyone running! With the 
legal activity outstsipping the action on the 
stages, it seems hardly important to record 
that Paganelli retired for the second tme 
with a blown engine on this occasion while 
Munari first had trouble with his lights 
and then a broken shock absorber smashed 
his distributor and he too retired. Legault 
retired in the Alpine with a broken differential 
but just about everyone else came through 
unscathed. 

‘At the finish, it was learned that Barbasio, 
Verimi and Perusse were considered by the 
stewards as non-runners as there was no proof 
of police activity where they said it happened. 
‘Then Alen was penalised one hour for two 
speeding infractions by Fiat service cars and 


Lampinen 30 minutes for one infraction 
by a Lancia service car. The stewards 
commuted these to 20. minutes and 10 


minutes which left Lampinen at fourth but 
dropped Alen to second. The tall Finn was 
Gisgusted that the result was not going to 
depend on driving and shortly afterwards 
Fiat filed a protest based on the fact that 
the police who had stopped the service 
cars ‘had not issued official tickets saying 
that they had been speeding. Fiat also pro: 
temied the exclusion of Barbasio saying that 
their original grounds for having stage 22 
scrubbed were good. Renault, seeing their 
newly won victory about to be torn from their 
grasp, filed counter-protests on these subjects 
plus one against Alen in that he had not 
had his car properly scrutineered before the 
last leg and indeed, so eager had the Fiat 
mechanics been to take the car off to work 
on i and change the clutch, in the free hour 
given by the organisers, that they had run 
over the chief scrutineer ! 

‘On this exceedingly sour note, the rally 
came to an end on Saturday afternoon. The 
results are not likely to be final until the 
national body of the USA has heard the 
Appeals and that will take at least 15 
days and even then the interested parties 
may take the matter to the final appeal at the 
FIA in Paris. Nothing good can come out of 
it whatever happens for Markku Alen has, 
temporarily at least, lost the result which 
was due to him for his tremendous drive 
while ithe sport of rallying in the USA has 
taken an enormous step backwards. Part of 
the fault was poor liaison with the focal 
police and part was the high average speed 
Fequired between stages. The POR and 
American rallying deserves better and if it 
is to keep its championship stacus it must 
find an organiser worthy of its fine name. 
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LEG) 


L&G Fire Protection Company Limited 
would like to congratulate 


Simon Watson 


‘on winning championship race B on Sunday, November 3, at Brands Hatch 
Also on winning the class championship outright driving the 
L &G Sunbeam Imp Sport. 


L & Gand Simon Watson would also like to thank the following companies 
CHRYSLER COMPETITION CENTRE : GREETHAM ENGINEERING OF COVENTRY 
ASKEW TYRES, LONDON, W12 : DUCKHAMS MOTOR OIL 


L. & G. FIRE APPLIANCE CO. LTD. 


z% Motor Sport Division, Caxton Street North, London, £16 
al 01-476 3991 
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Bobby Unser shunted in the first race but finished second in the second. 


RIVERSIDE 


Fittipaldi moves on up 


By GORDON KIRBY 


Emerson Fittipaldi will 


Photographs by CHARLES LORING 


lart the mid-February Daytona Beach I 


OC finale on pole positios 


Driving the big IROC Camaro in a thoroughly disciplined and precise style, the World 


Champion pushed 
fourth row to win t 


way Into the lead of this year's series as he worked up from the 
first Riverside race by four seconds and then came from 1 


t place 


to finish third in the second road race. The Grand Prix driver will be joined on the 
front row at Daytona by USAC Champion Bobby Unser while George Follmer and Bobby 


Allison will comprise 
Unser and All 
their cars and 


‘second row. 


Bobby Unser won the opening IROC round at 


vietims of a nasty first turn 
‘twelfth in 


wunt which demolished both of 


Michigan! There's bound to be lots of 


recurring dreams during the next few months as driver after driver imagines himself picking 
that black car on the morning of the final race. 
‘While the Camaros had worked well on the Michigan oval they proved to be hard work 


at Riverside and those drivers who did well were t 
jing_massage. Any extraneous pressure meant that the brakes would disappear 

‘or the tyres Would overheat. As Mark Donohue said ©: 
inking driver who does well here.” So while Riverside was not a 
yxciting as last year's races here with the more responsive 


‘and calcul: 


‘ones who settled into a careful 


ly in the weekend, “It's going to be 


exciting 


tch of techniques and styles from the 


differing spheres of the sport. Just exactly what the IROC is supposed to be about. 


‘After last month's Michigan oval race, Mark 
Donohue's fleet of Chevrolet Camaros returned 
to the Penske Racing shop in Reading, 
Penhsyivania. There they were refurbished, 
the shunced cars were rebuilt and Donohue 
designed a braking system forthe 
demands of Riverside. Mark put together 
‘@ system utilising dual, progressive master 
cylinders pirated from’ heavy construction 
equipment. The aim was to give the brakes 
a8 much pedal and feel as possible and the 
resulting effect was that the brakes had 
to be used with care. “If you're careful and 
easy there will always be a pedal there, but 
if you stomp on them all the time they're 
going to be erratic and unpredictable.” The 
Corvette front brakes were cooled by two 
ducts on either side, one feeding through 
the nose spoiler and the other through the 
turn indicator cut-away. The wheels, front 
and rear, were the same Minilites which had 
Served the cars well at Michigan and proved 
ideal both for cooling and strength at River- 
side. 

The Camaros’ rev limiters were reset for 
Riverside so that the torquey Chevrole: 
engines would cut out at 7300 rpm, 800 revs 
more than was used at Michigan. In order 
to minimise any differences in the power 
curves of each engine the cars were geared 
to pull just 6600 rpm at the end of the 
straight, Donohue also did a series of 
acceleration tess with each car over a 1 
mile stretch of pavement; throttling up from 


14 


4.000 rpm at the star of the run and timing 
each car through the stretch. He did 
minimum of three runs with each car, adjust 
ing the rev limiters and Uming so that the 
elapsed time of all the runs was within a few 
per cent of each other. 

‘The dozen Champions practiced throughout 
the week previous 10 the two Riverside 
rounds, again using just 1wo of the fifteen 
cars. Like the Formula 5000 cars the Camaros 
were troubled by a thick layer of blowing 
sand which coated che circuit and in particular 
the long and fast Turn Nine just prior to the 
pits. It was here on Thursday that Graham 
Hill had a bad shunt. His Camaro got it's 
outside wheels into the sand and try as 
Graham might, he simply could noc get the 

to respond to his corrections. Finally the 
jd heavily into the guardrail and rolled 


along the rails, tearing up the base of the 


barrier and writing the car off. Graham 
clambered out without any damage but the 
car was finished for the weekend 

‘As was the case last year, the grid for 
each of the IROC races is determined by 
feversing the finishing order of the previous 
race. This meant that Michigan winner Bobby 
Unser was at the back for the first River 
side race while Jody Scheckter shared 1 
front cow with Graham Hill. The first River 
side 30-lapper was run on Saturday afternoon 
prior to the final F5000 practice session and 
the second race would star about the same 
time on Sunday before the F5000 final 


SATURDAY 


The drivers drew for the cars an hour before 
the start and had their seats fitted to the 
corresponding Camaro. They all climbed 
aboard and with the ABC film crews recording 
their every eyebrow flicker they set off for a 
couple of slow pace laps in cars they had 
never driven before. 

‘Scheckter quickened his pace as they filed 
through Turn Nine and poured anxiously to- 
wards the staxer. As they bellowed beneath 
the flag the Camaros were already spreading 
out across the road and as they plunged into 
the first turn a white car put its inside wheels 
‘onto the dist, As Scheckter held his place 
into the apex the others shuttled up tightly 
behind him, one car still skirting the dirt and 
the thickly clotted midfield forcefully holding 
their places. Suddently a bright blue Camaro 
clanged imo the outer wall and another 
bounded over the top of that one and 
rolled over the wall and down an embank- 
ment. The rest of the field pushed on but 
yellow flags were immediately out all round 
the circult and as the cars came slowly 
through Turn Nine they were stopped with a 
red. flag. 

The shunted cars were those of Bobby 
Unser and Bobby Allison and while Unser 
climbed quickly from his car Allison stayed 
Inside his for a few moments, When he did 
get out he crumpled to the ground and 

though he had no broken bones, he was 
taken to hospital in a dazed condition. All 

14s released tate in the afternoon feeling 
stiff and sore but otherwise undamaged, 
ok more «han an hour to clean up 
the mess from this shunt and in the meal 
Ume one of the remaining two spare cars 
was brought out for Unser to race. Ther 
was also some work done on both Fittipaldi 
and Paterson's cars for they had both been 
nudged during the accident. 

‘The restart worked far better and ten cars 
streamed through the first tum in an orderly 
line. Bobby Unser was left sitting in the pits 
while a jammed ignision key was freed up. 
He finally managed to set off nearly a lap 
and a half behind the leaders. 

It was A, J. Foyt who drove imo the first 
turn and took the lead as the tight line of cai 
snaked through the esses. Into Turn Six 
they. braked, Foyt leading from Scheckter, 
Petty, Hill,’ and Peterson. Foyt held his 
lead through the first lap but Jody was trying 
hard to get by and as they shot down the 
backwcraignt for the second time he was able 
to tow past and lead into Turn Nine. During 
the next couple of laps Scheckter and Foyt 
edged slowly away but the train behind 
them was sorting itself out and after Hill, 
Rutherford, and Peterson all had 
moments it x and Follmer who 
broke away in third and fourth with Fittl- 
paldi some disance back in fifth. 

While Jody and A. J. raced with each 
other, the Texan looking for a way by, the 
‘South African driving briskly his arms flashing 
about the steering wheel as he worked to seal 
off any spaces, Pearson and Fellmer worked 
their way gently up to Foyt's bumper. By 
the fifth lap they were all together, a noisy, 
slow-motion ballet working his way force: 

along the grey pavement. 
‘On the sixth lap Scheckter ran wide 
through the tight corner before the back- 
straight and as he worked to sort himself 
out Foyt and Pearson shot through on the 
inside. Pearson suck his nose tight to 
Foyt’s bumper and as they charged towards 
Turn Nine he pulled up beside A. J. and 
braked his way deeply into the corner and 
the lead. Immediately Pearson started to pull 
away so that he was more than two seconds 
‘ahead after a couple of laps of pushing the 
Camaro as hard as he dared, 

‘As Pearson pulled away Fittipaldi finally 
caught Follmer so that there was now a 
four-car group chasing after the Silver Fox. 
About this time Scheckter began to struggle 
@ little with his Camaro and on the twelfth 
lap he had a long, slow moment as he put the 
power down coming out of Turn Six. Jody 
taught it all nice'y but it gave Follmer a 
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chance to pull alongside the Grand Prix 
driver. The two cars powered along the next 
‘straight side by side and as they braked into 
the tight Turn Seven esses George pushed 
his nose inside Jody's. For a moment they 
stayed beside each other but Scheckter was 
stuck on the outside and as the road fell 
away more and more his Camaro’s tail slid 
ever wider. Finally it all let go and Jody 
spun off onto the dirt. He collected himself 
Pretty quickly but by that time he had 
Gropped to sixth behind Petty and the leaders 
were long gone. 

‘Scheckter’s spin moved Fittipaldi to fourth 
and on the next lap the Brazilian outbraked 
Follmer into. Turn Nine for third place. 
Immediately Emerson started to inch up on 
Foyt. Within three laps he was hard behind 
ness of Fittipaldi, George outbraked AJ. as 
into Turn Nine ‘but Foyt refused to give 
way even though he was forced to scrabble 
through the corer in the loose sand beyond 
the line. On the next lap however Fittipaldi 
towed up beside Foyt well before the corner 
‘and was easily able to outbrake the USAC 
man for second. 

It took the World Champion only three 
laps to reel in Pearson who seemed to be 
slowing with fading brakes and on the 2ist 
lap Fittipaldi again outbraked one of his prey 
into Turn Nine. 

Emerson extended his control of the race 
quickly pulling out 3s in three laps. While 
many of the other Camaros seemed to lurch 
and strain as the drivers tried to catch up with 
their slow responses, Fittipaldi's black ca 
looked comfortable and relaxed under th 
Brazilian's contro! used the brakes as 
little as possible,” he said later, “1 just sat 
there and watched people spin’ or run into 
troubles 

‘A lap after Pearson lost his lead to Fitti- 
paldi he fell farther behind as both Foyt and 
Follmer slipped inside the stock car man’ 
brakeless car into Turn Nine. Follmer stayed 
hard on Foyt throughout the next lap and 
driving with much the same contained tidi- 
ness of Fitipaldi, George owbraked AJ. as 
they again came throbbing into Turn Nine 
During the last few laps Foyt's exhaust began 
puffing out blue smoke and he fell away from 
Follmer’s bumper so that George finished a 
very strong second. 

Pearson slipped farther and farther behind, 
nursing his brakes as much as possible. David 
had the additional worry of Richard Petty's 
advance over the last few laps but he was far 
enough ahead to be able to conserve 
‘a clear space of air to his compatriot. After 
‘@ couple of early moments Petty went well 
‘and, in fact, lost very little time to Fittipaldi 
during the middle section of the race. Scheck- 
ter also recovered well from his indiscretions 
and was catching Petty in the final laps after 
getting away from Peterson and Yarborough. 
Ronnie finished seventh, complaining of a 
‘weak engine yet still managing to pull pains- 

kingly away from Yarborough. Rutherford 
and Hill spun through the Esses in unison on 
the second lap and were never in the race 


third and fourth. 
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Johnny Rutherford dropped down the order in Sunday's race, but Fittipaldi and A. J. Foyt finished 


thereafter although they remained comfort- 
ably unlapped. After his late start. Bobby 
Unser. went very quickly. lapping faster even 
than Fittipaldi but remaining a firm last 
throughout. 


SUNDAY 


Donohue’s mechanics worked tirelessly that 
evening, straightening out the bent metal, re- 
building the brakes on most of the cars’and 
rebuilding & couple of engines. The last of 
the spare cars was pressed into service which 
meant that any more first lap dramas would 
immediately remove any unfortunate drivers 
from the race. At the end of this third round 
the last three men in the points would be 
removed from the Daytona field, leaving nine 
men for the final. Those who needed a good 
finish to ensure being among the first nine 
were Peterson, Petty, Allison, Rutherford, 
Scheckter and Hill 

‘All 12 cars managed to start the race with- 
out any troubles with Bobby Unser leading 
away from his pole position from Allison. As 
they worked through the first lap the two 
Bobbys began to pull out some space on the 
rest and as they throttled away from Turn 
Nine for the first time they were already clear 
of the tightly strung line chasing after third 
place. On the third lap Allison began to pres- 
Sure Unser, forcing his nose inside as they 
swept off towards the Esses and looking for 
a hole all through the lap. At Turn Nine, 
everybody's favourite passing place, Allison 
dipped inside Unser and took the black Cam 
into the lead. It was to stay there comfortably 
to the end. 

‘The rest of the fleld stayed in a hard, ham- 
mering line for some time, losing first ‘Peter- 
on, who spun on the second lap, and then 
Folimer, who came charging into the pits at 
the end of the third lap. The engine cover of 
George's Camaro had come loose — one of the 
hood pins had popped out of place—and he 
lost some 10s while it was secured. As he 
dropped the clutch the Californian delivered 
a few harsh words for the entertainment of 
the throngs of people in the pits. 

For a few laps Rutherford held on to third 
place and even edged away from his pur- 
Suers for a short time. But they soon started 
to reel him in, the stock car men, Yarborough, 
Pearson and ‘Petty, leading the attack with 
Scheckter stuck in the midst of them. But 
on the sixth lap as they thrust their way 
through Turn Nine Scheckter's blue Camaro 

the car Peterson raced and complained 
‘about the previous day — threw out a sudden 
pall of smoke. The car slithered nastily 
through the last part of the corner and Jody 
pulled smartly to one side as the train bar- 
relled past the pits. Scheckter freewheeled to a 
Stop Opposite the pits and sat for a few 
moments trying to get out of the car. A 
mechanic rushed across with a fire extin- 
guisher and Jody finally climbed out to. be- 
come the first_man to be eliminated from 
this year's IROC. 

That left the stock car trio chasing hard 


after Rutherford and they had soon caught 
and then engulfed him. By the eighth lap all 
three of them were by the Indianapolis winner 
but the next time around Yarborough was 
missing, finally coming by in ninth place hav- 
ing spun through Turn Seven. So it was now 
Pearson and Petty in third and fourth nearly 
10's behind Allison and edging away from the 
rest. Rutherford was still leading this knot 
which had thinned out so that is consisted of 


erford but suddenly Fittipaldi came darting by 

both of them after slowly working 

the chase. Hill was holding on at tl 
slowly falling away and 

fas Emerson got to the front of the foursome 

Graham lost. contact. 


Just about the mid-point of the race Unser 
began to close in on Allison, slowly chipping 


ing that gap 
was as close as the USAC Champion ever got 
to Allison. He had worked his car as hard as 
possible in getting that close and just as he 
id so Allison picked up his pace and started 
to pull away, Unser's last attack was suddenly 
broken. 

Soon after he had passed Rutherford, Fitti- 
paldi caught Petty and quickly passed him. 
Foyt too was pushing his Camaro now and 
was following the path broken by Fittipaldi 
So that the two of them were up to fourth 
and fifth and slowly, ever so slowly, reeling in 

ison. Over the space of half a dozen laps 
Emerson and A.J. sliced away about two of 
Pearson's 4's cushion, but they were beginning 
to run out of laps.’ Then suddenly Pearson 
started slowing and on the 20th lap he 
sme crawling towards the pits, smoke belch- 
ing from beneath his car. Ts differential had 
broken. 

So there was Fittipaldi in third plac 
the way from the back row, but with Foyt now 
chasing hard after him. Over the last five laps 
‘AJ. forged his final attack getting to within 
1s of Emerson. A good show for both men, 
Follmer worked through the field well after hit 

rly stop, slowly catching and passing Yar- 
borough, Hill and then Rutherford. So George 
finishéd fifth, keeping Fittipaldi and Foyt in 
sight all the way to the end. "I could have 
won if that pin hadn't fallen out" aald George 
after 

Hill drove a very sensible race dropping 
k from the heat of the early midfield 
battle and then gradually working his way 
back towards the stragglers of the group. With 
six laps to go Graham pushed his way past 
Rutherford and drove away into sixth place. 
Unfortunately his car troubles in the first two 
races had kept his point tally very low and 


Hill was eliminated from those who will go 
to Daytona, 
After his early spin Peterson worked bach 


ke 
towards the group finally passing Yarborough 
for eighth with just one lap left. Petty spent 
a handful of laps chasing after Fittipaldi and 
‘oyt but he slid into the wall on the 20th 
and came in for four new tyres and some 
quick body repair. He got back out after los 
ing a lap to finish 10th and lose the chance 
of going to Daytona, 
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REVOLUTION WHEELS 


Wish to congratulate 


JOHN HOMEWOOD 


on winning 


THE KENT MESSENGER 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


for the 3rd year in 


succession 


Manufactured to the highest standards and 
proven beyond doubt to be THE competitive 
wheel 
Available in the following sizes : 


10in—5in and 6in wide 

12in—Sin and 6in wide (available shortly) 

13in—5jin, 6in, 64in, 7in, 74in, Bin, 84in, 9in, 
10in, 12in, 14in wide 

14in—6in wide 


DISCOUNT FOR COMPETITION USE. 
EX-WORKS. 


REVOLUTION WHEELS 


CHROMA HOUSE, RESTMOR WAY, 
WALLINGTON, SURREY. 


Tel: 01-647 7555/4544. 


. 


DON PARKER MOTORS 


manufacturer of 


DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER 
TRAILERS 


EASY ONE-MAN LOADING 


Reg Design 
12 models: 2-Wheel 
Trailers from 10 cwt to 


16 cwt capacity. 4- 
Wheel Trailers from 16 
cwt to 2 ton capacity. 


SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 
Works : Sangora Road 
Showrooms : 113 St John’s Hill 
London SW11 1SY. Tel: 01-228 7327 
Near Granada cinema, Clapham Junction 


SEND 13p FOR BROCHURE, DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 


JUST ONE 
OF THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST 
SELECTION OF MOTOR 
RACE POSTERS 


1929 UP TO 
PRESENT DAY 
Price from 20p 


Send SAE for list ED | 


GRAND PRIX POSTERS 


Kitchiner House, Warwick Road, West Drayton, Middlesex. 


ALDON TRIUMPH 


aldon IN AVON MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 


1 sn Dolomite Sr 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE 


BREENER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STATION DRIVE 
OFF BRETELL LANE 
BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFS. 
Tel: BRIERLEY HILL 78508 (STD 0384) 
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Looking ahead with Ford 


STUART TURNER talks to PATRICK McNALLY 


Stuart Turner—man at the top. 


The Ford Motor Company plays a 
more important role in British motor 
racing than many people realise. In 
view of the generally worsening state 
of the motor industry, and the recent 
labour unrest—at Ford’s in particular 
—we asked Stuart Turner, Director 
of Motor Sport and Advanced Vehicle 
Division of Ford Great Britain, to give 
us his views as to what the future 
holds for the sport. It was refreshing 
to hear his positive and realistic 
attitude towards the situation. 


What ffeot id the recent Ford strike have 
‘on your overall planning remembering that 
FoMoCo |s a major part of British Motor 
racing? 


In the short term, no effect, because our plans 
yady made for the rest of the 

ng term it is unlikely to have 
Pronounced effect because it was no more 
than a hiccup within Ford of Britain pro- 
duction, whereas Ford motor sport is on 
European basis. What Is more likely to affect 
lus is the general economic crisis. Although 
motor racing is still riding on the crest of 
the wave with large attendance figures, I 
think many more sponsors are going to pay 
attention to the value they get out of thelr 
packages. Race organisers will take a hard 

ine regarding who they need to attract 
crowd. As long as this sort of stock-taking 
‘and inward looking does happen, then I think 
the sport can carry on ad infinitum, 

‘The Ford Motor Company Is one of 1 


Present difficulties, what is Ford's forecast on 
the motoring world? 

Notting is going to stop the motor car. It 
has ceased to be regarded as a luxury. The 
motor car is a fact of Iife—moblilty is 
‘essential today. 

The industry, as a whole, is big and bright 
enough to solve the present problems, and 
running with that recovery will be motor sport 
in some form or another. In this country 
motor racing has less of a death wish than 
football. 1 would bank on there being motor 
racing in the year 2000—I am not so sure 
about football 
Recently, in the informed French newspaper 
L’Equipe, It was stated that Ford intended to 
withdraw all support for Fl next season. 
What exactly is Ford’s position vis-a-vis 
Cosworth, the DFV Fl engine and the new 
ver 


For some years we have not been very heavily 
involved in Fl other than our links with 
Keith Duckworth and the fairly infrequent 
‘and informal meetings which take place be- 
tween Keith and myself and, of course, 
Walter Hayes whose brainchild it was. 

There have been times when, reviewing 
proposed programmes, we have tried to weigh 
up just how valuable FI ts. You have to come 
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back to the simple acceptance of the fact 
there is no better way of getting media 
coverage. But, the fact remains that it 
pretty far-removed from the cars people buy 
when they walk into a Ford showroom. When 
planning a year's programme, 
Femember nor to get Fl out of 
our budget. It és very easy to 
by the glamour, but one has to con- 
sider the cost effectiveness when it comes to 
Selling cars. We have seen this before with 
certain sponsors falling in love with che 
sport and forgetting to keep an eye on the 
commercial viability. Even though they are 
often very nice people to have around, they 
may do she sport a distervice in the long 
run if they get involved for emotional— 
rather than commercial—reasons. One day, 
someone in the company is going to wake up 
to the fact that they are not getting value for 
money. If they back out, an Unhappy sponsor 
Will pass the word. 

‘As far as the DFV Pl engine is concerned, 
and although the project Is eight years old, 
‘we still have confidence chat Keith Duckworth 


can pull more out of the bag, and that the 
cent of the 
Grands Prix next season. I don't think peopl 


fully re 
DFV 8 because they have simply got 
sed to the engine being around. Bur "to 

nufacture and maintain 200 Fl engines— 
and still win with the design at the end of 
the eighth year—has to rate as one of the 
all-time great feats: not just in motor sport, 
but in engineering and manufacturing. We 
have seen a similar story with Mike 
Kranefuss's V6 project, where Cosworth's met 
the tight schedules and) power figures 
exactly. 

Because of homologation, Boreham will be 
handling the sale of V6 kits. Although 1 do 
not want to sppear a 
on the V6 to win some F000 races next 
year. Although up to now we have been 
running it in six-hour (420 bhp) saloon 
form, there 1s much more to come for single- 
seater use. 

What is the relationship between the racing 
departments of Ford Germany and Ford UK, 
as regards po ley and budget? 
It is the closest between any area of 
Ford and is certainly one of the most 
amicable. One of the reasons for this is Peter 
Ashcroft. spent six months working in 
Germany on the old V8 when Jochen 
jerpasch was there, and got to know every- 
body—including Mike Kranefuss—who was 
then number two, The other reason is that 
e Kranofuss ls one of the most 
“European” people that | know—and really 
50 easy to work with. He and Peter Ashcroft 
see each other once a month and the relation- 
ship is helped as they have clearly defined 
paths—Boreham rallies, Cologne races. They 
ave separate budgets, centrally planned, 50 
we guard against constructor persuading both 
‘areas to contribute yo the cost of titanium 
tow-ropes! 
Bob Lutz is the new chairman of Ford 
Cologne. Will the ex-BMW and Opel man 
turn Ford Germany towards the sporting 
image of some of its German competitors? 
The only discussions I have had with Bob 
Lutz since he joined Ford have been on the 
Rally ‘Sport side, and the competition activi- 
ties, where I found we were on the same 
wavelength. 

1 done know what his plans are for the 
mainstream, but then I am not sure a volume 
producer necessarily wants a sports image for 
fies whole car range. There are vast sections 
of the buying public who don't want to feel 
they are Jochen Mass. One thing comes over 
loud and clear and that ts that Bob Lutz is 
real driving enthusias; and was joyousty 
recounting the fun he had driving Ms 
RS 3100. I am sure he is going to have a 
lot to say about what flavour he would like 
to see in our cars, and I hope he fs going 
to help us in our own AVO product planning. 


Whar do you think Is the future of inter- 
national saloon car racing, the world 
‘manufacturers’ championship and the govern- 
ing of the CSI 

I suspect, whatever the CSI lay down, unles 
the switch in 1976 to naw Group 2 goes well 
and is announced positively and in plenty of 
time, we might see the sort of Belgian Group 
14 take hold. Group 1 is reatly only tak 
seriously in the UK, and, even then, with all 
the protests and arguments, jit ds difficult to 
see how tong it will tast. Some of the 
arguments are about as relevant as to 
whether or not the driver is or isn’t circum- 
cised. Group 2, on the other hand, has got 
Itself into a cost problem. Its strength is Its 
weakness—it you see Mass and Stuck dicing 
at the ‘Ring that is real motor racing— 
unfortunately it ig also very expensive, 

1 think Group 5 if—and it is a fairly big 
if in the present difficulties—there are enough 
People around to take up the challenge, could 
be gloriously exciting, since it will consist of 
cars from Groups 1'to 4 with fairly major 
modifications. What will have to happen with 
Group 5 playing with Pl power is that the 
scrutineering will be very  thorough—cars 
lapping the ‘Ring under 8 minutes need more 
than their tyres kicked during verification. 

Regarding the sports car manufacturers’ 
champlonship—no comment except one of 
regret. As the interviewer said it has become 
@ Joke. A great pity as the problems it poses 
can be very chatlenging from the management 
side. | am fairly convinced should the revised 
Group 5—featuring cars loosely resembling 
production models, but going at high speed 
catch on; Le Mans and tong distance rac 
of this type would seriously consider run- 
ning to this new category. Where are the 
spectators going to come from to support 
cars like the Martini and the Gulf? 

‘The sport needs very strong and positive 
Girection. The Winks between manufacturers 
through to the BPICA and CSI do not work 
properly or quickly enough—bur It Is difficult 
to see how to improve the situation with 80 
many vested interests involved, 

‘As an Independent , could you com 
‘ment on the CSI's review of 

1 think the principle of changing 
after the event is very, very dangerous, 
Where dt is possible to say “4! such and such 
hadnt happened,” you starr down the path 
‘of things which are force majeure—you can 
not cross that line 

In such Instances I think the results have 
got to stand, but the organising body—who- 
ever it may be—should be penalised in some 
way: perhaps by the withdrawal of thelr 
cence for the following year. 

This gets us into the whole 


the unpaid, unsung organisers and helper 
Why people like scrutineers take the flak 
and abuse they do, from people whinning 
their way up championship tables, is beyond 
me. It is very easy to criticise the RAC, but 
I went to an allegedly major F5000 meeting 
at Snetterton recently which made the British 
GP at Brands Hatch look like a model of 
efficiency. The organisation there was #0 bad 
it was. unbelievable. 
How do you personally evaluate Jackie 
Stewart's relationship with Ford? 
I ramember the Opera House in 
full to overfiowing by people invite 
local dealers to a Ford Forum, The police 
turned away people from a Forum in Birming- 
ham and there is constant crowd wherever 
Stewart is speaking. I see him now being 
used more closely on the marketing scene 
than when he was racing. For all the knocks 
Jackie has taken in the motor press, you 
have to give him credit for being the first 
motor racing superstar and lifting the image 
of the sport one thousand per cent, 
However, in the nex: year or two he could 
well havea difficult period of adjustment, 
‘spring to stardom 


He is such a great talker that the CSI 
should lock him in a room with Ralph Broad 
for 48 hours—if either got a word In edge- 
ways they could solve all the problems beset- 
ting the sport! 
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Contrast in oversteer and understeer. Jan de Rooy (Daf) and John Taylor oversteer. Stig Blomavist (Saab) understs 


LYDDEN 


Airey gives them the bird 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


the front wheel drive cars or the re: 


Photos by JOHN BICKNELL 


In the days when British rallyeross competitors could be divided 
men,” there were corresponding days when the track conditions and weather dict 


“Mint men” of “ Ford 
(ed whether 


‘wheel drive ears would win. It was a day for the former 


on Saturday at the final round of the Embassy European rallycross championship at Lydden 
Organised by TEAC. Despite the vast majority of the competitors coming from overseas, the 
winner had only to come from New Cheriton near Portsmouth, for despite the might of Porsche 
‘driving techniques employed in Dafs and Saabs, the power of the Escorts and the power and 
jance of the VWs, it was Tom Airey who took a mammoth 82 points towards the champion- 
ip In this double points round. To do this, he came fourth, second, and then first In the runs 
‘And that's not all for the New Cheriton team, for Mick Bird won the first run and fin 
‘Ath overall. What then of the championship? Coming to this final, Franz Wurz 
‘30 points lead over Sweden's 


s close as he could, without any heroics, to 
thelr first and last European rallycross season. 
finished third on the day with some good runs, while neither the Saabs, the 


Dafs, nor the Chapman/Taylor Escorts found the conditions to their liking and finished out of 
the top ten, However, British drivers to show well in front of the large crowd, included Trevor 
Hopkins and John Smith in Escorts, both of whom managed to join Airey and Bird in the Top 


Ten on the day. 

‘A very good entry of foreign competitors 
in the Embassy European Rallycross cham- 
Pionship came to the final round at Lydden 
Searching for double points. There were one 
‘or two moans from British competitors that 
the organising TEAC had. given too much 
preference to foreigners, and weren't allowing 
British members of the sport to compete 
against the foreigners, and in some cases, this 
Proved correct with one or two dreadfully un 
Competitive and unstable cars being given 
entries, and proving themselves totally out of 
touch, including an NSU Prinz and an elderly 
and almost indistinguishable Matra Djet 

‘Saturday dawned dank and overcast leav. 
ing a track condition Which certainly didn't 
sule John Taylor, for it was really difficult to 
Put the power ‘down. really like it t0 
rain and wash all the mud away,” said Taylor, 
for the thin, damp sprinkling totally upset the 
handling and balance of the Haynes of Maid 
stone Escort and Taylor was distinctly un- 
happy. Rod Chapman, meanwhile, was more 
happy and set some good practice times. 
walle the Ake Andersson Porsche rendered 
itself useless for the rest of the afternoon by 
having a blowout in the engine department, 
By the time racing started, an hour carly I'm 


sorry to say, the track was well polished 
making the chalk surface unsafe even for a 
pedestrian, 


Even with the very first run, there were 
points scored for Lars Nystrom from Sweden 
Quickly took his VW past Lief Hagstrom 
Similar car, whica promptly spun, toa quick 
22s victory over the hard teying Trevor Hop- 
kins in an Escort. Even at this stage, 
Nystrom’s time was to be sixth fastest in 
the first runs while he was well chased home 
by Trevor Reeves who picked up 18 points 
Just one place behind at the end of those 
first cuns was Per Engseth running concur- 
rently with the other group to claim an easy 
victory in his race and 18 points too. 

In the second run of the day, Mick Bird 
slowly pulled well away from Eric Nosek's 
Mini to record his excellent 31m 20 s which 
was to be second BTD and quickest of the first 
runs. The action was starting right away. On 
the next run, Tom Airey hada clear run after 
Tim Reynolds spyn his Porsche to record 
what was to be fourth quickest run of the 
first runs, although Reynolds spun again as 
did Monten's Belgian Matra—often. 

Despite the likes of John Smith, Herbert 


rs at Chessons, 


Grunsteldl, Cees Teurlings, Hubert Katzian 
and Guy Deladriere, the next «wo runs failed 
to produce a competitive time, probably be- 
cause Deladriere had to fight the fellow VW 
of Katzian for victory, although Smith simply 
wasn't quick enough. 

Next came Stig Blomqvist, Jobn Taylor, 
Dick Riefel and Jan de Rooy, but despite ali 
the BDA power around (or perhaps, because 
of 1), the VW of Riefel made a superb start, 
and after a nudging match, as usual between 
Taylor's Escort’ and Blomqvist, Riefel got 
away for a clear run which was to be the 
third quickest. Taylor got at wrong at Chas- 
sons so that Jan de Rooy took up the chase 
which was to net him ninth quickest and 
Blomavist picked up eight points too, but 
there was none for Taylor. 

‘The final championship contenders came out 
next: Wurz and Waldegard, Chapman and 
Eklund, Despite a good start from the Saab, 
Waldegard quickly got in front with Wurz 
tas 
moved 
‘Wars’ task was made easier when Waldegard 
went wide at Chessons on lap two, letting 
Eklund into the lead and in fact, second BTD 
and 28 points, Waldegard hung on to second 
and fifth BTD in the run, while Wurz had a 
boot full of Chapman to keep him going. al- 
though he only collected four points, 18 less 
of that vital 30 behind Waldegard. 

Edgar Weilens took off into an early lead 
in the second of the second runs to beat the 
dicing Hagstrom and Stengstrom’s VW by a 
good margin and claim 16 points for eighth 
BTD on that run, The next run was fairly 
competitive with Ron Douglas’ mid-engined 
Escort, John Smith, Jussi Kynselihto from Fine 
land (VW) and Gees Teurlings. Teurlings 
quickly got his VW by Douglas and into a 
good lead, while Douglas slipped two more 
Places to Smith and Kynselihto. While Teur- 
lings had in fact recorded the fastest time of 
the day in this clear run, he was around 275 
in front of Smith which only allowed the 
Escort man ewo poin's. The rest didn't score. 

‘The next run was really for Trevor Hop- 
kins, for for he took Trevor Reeves early on, 
with David Angel's Mini also moving up. Des- 
pite an extraordinary outside line at Devil's 
Elbow, Hopkins really put one together for 
a fantastic third BTD for that run, with Angel 
also scoring, although David Potter, who had 
picked up a good score in his first round, 
failed to score. 

Nystrom, Airey, Bird and Engseth came out 
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for the next run, and while Bind got a little 
crossed up at Chessons first time round, he 
followed the duelling Airey and Engseth, with 
first the Norwegian leading, and then the 
Hampshire man, This was really a quick one, 
for it netted Airey second BTD for the run, 
Engseth got fourth BTD and 24 points while 
both Bird (who was in the Top Ten) and 
Nystrom also. scored, 


Warz, Blomqvist, fellow Porsche Austrian 
to Wurz, Grundsteidl and Katzian came next, 
with Wurz getting a good start, although 
Blomqvist. was soon challenging and Grun- 
steid stood close up too but Katzian bad a 
quick off, Blomqvist got a real ‘effort together 
for the last lap, and after an outside line 
failed round Chessons, he tried to get by 
along the meadow but this must have hap- 
pened to Wurz too often by now and he held 
‘on to win, However, the toll was telling, for 
the VW crossed the line, nudged the bank 
and over it went, The car was hardly dam- 
aged, but it was slightly undignified for the 
champion to be sitting upside down rocking 
gently. ‘The time netted him sixth quick= 
est, Biomavist seventh quickest but the other 
two were out of It 

‘The next run was a quick one, but with 
Jan de Rooy, Waldegard, Eklund and Taylor, 
Something was bound to ‘come adrift. To kick 
off with, it was very crowded at Chessons 
first time round, from which Taylor suffered 
worst, His subsequent driving was not its 
usual controlled self, and he pulled off shortly 
afterwards. Meanwhile, de Rooy led from 
Eklund and Waldegard, but the former two 
hada coming 
Eklund’s tyre, 
win and ‘eighth “BTD for the ‘run, but’ the 
others didn’t score, 

Final second run saw Chapman, Deladriere, 
Harald Neger’s VW and Riefel’s’ similar car 
together, and after a happening at Chessons, 
Neger was at the back, with Deladriere lead- 
ing from Riefeland Chapman. This was a 
quick one though, and with Riefel tying to 
collect Deladriere, a half spin dropped him 
behind Chapman, ‘but they all scored except 
Neger, Deladriere in fifth overall for chat run. 

‘The situation at this stage was phenomenal 
for the New Cheriton team. Airey was first 
overall with 52 points and Bird second, 10 
points behind, equal with Engseth. Waldegard 
had 38 and was 14 of that vital 30 


the latter did Chessons wrong again and so 
the former two got well away. This one was 
a real goody for Smith who was to take 
second BTD for this run while de Rooy also 
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Championship contender Bjorn Waldegard takes a tight line in the Porsche while Wurz’ 
VW runs wide, Per Eklund and Rod Chapman follow 


the Porsche. 


Was quite close and took tls only points of 
the day, 22. 

‘Anders Stengstrom from Sweden had his 
ternoon's moment of glory in the next run 
by leading it throughout t0 score his only 18 
points, closely followed by David Potter in a 
Mini who picked up 10, Edgar Wellens in his 
Escort-BMW was another to pick up 18 in the 
next run leading Nystrom's VW throughout, 
but not by a large margin. Nystrom picked 
Up points too, as did third man Mick Bird, 
despite a moment at Chessons which dropped 
him momentarily although he'd caught up 
well by the end. 

Tom Airey was pursued early in his run 
by Hopkins’ Escort quite closely, but Hopkins 
couldn't hold on and Alrey just took off into 
the distance to record his BTD for the round 
in 3 m 21 s which was to make him the overall 
victor for the day. Engseth was far enough 
behind not to score, 

‘A certain amount of interteam incest com- 
prised the next run with the Peter Kiss VWs 
of Katzian and Neger, running against the 
Conti-Adr vd Ven VWs of Riefel and Teur- 
ings, a team manager's nightmare. It was 
almost justified, for the Conti-Adr cars led at 
Chessons, with’ Riefel leading, but team-mate 
Teurlings got it rather sideways which 
effectively delayed both the others. Perhaps 
he meant to do it. Anyway, Katzian retired 
with body damage while Riefel had a clear 
fun to an excellent and undelayed third BTD 
for the run which contributed considerably to 
hhis second overall. None of the others scored, 


‘This meant that neither Katzian nor Neger 
had scored in the championship runs at all 
despite being eighth and eleventh in the 
championship before this round, and Teurlings 
had just one BTD and 30 points to his 
credit, Such is rallycross though. 

‘The runs were coming to a climax now for 
the TV viewers, and out next were 
Deladriere, Jan'de Rooy and Ware’ teammate 
Grunsteidl, “Although Deladriere was  chal- 
lenged fairly closely by Grunsteidl early on, 
he soon scooped off into the lead, while de 
Rooy soon took Chapman on the first lap and 
‘set off after the Memphis car, After a charac- 
teristic punt up its rear end which effectively 
strangled the exhaust and caused the VW 
to drop down the field, de Rooy got by and 
while Deladriere took fourth BTD and subse- 
quently, fourth for the day, de Rooy closed 
sufficiently to score 20 points for sixth BTD 
on the run. It was a quick one, for Chapman 
In third, got six points too, but Grunsteld! 
strangled engine cost him dearly and he hadn't 
scored a point at all by the end of the day. 

‘So now it was just the championship leaders 
and Franz Wurz, provided he stayed close to 
Waldegard, couldn't lose the championship. 
This the did throughout the run, for in this 
direct confrontation which would probably 
have seen the two Saabs in front, Walde- 
gard was allowed to lead throughout, with 
Wure, despite a smoky engine probably 
caused by oll after his inversion, quite close 
throughout, but never trying for the lea 
Waldegard got 12 points for ninth BTD 
Wurz six, which he could afford. The two 
Saabs squabbled for third, firet Blomqvist lead 
Ing and then Eklund after the former mistake, 

‘And that wag it, in all the excitement of 
the new champion, it was rather forgotten 
that a Mini had beaten the cream of Europe, 
but tt had been a good championship, and a 
champion emerged who was careful, thought 
ful, and not prone to using tactics which can 
turn the whole affair into a stock car race. 
It Is this sore of driving that can affect spon- 
sorship and manufacturer participation, —al 
though some teams don't seem to care! 
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Scheckter leads off the line 


Jody Scheckter — one year on 


NICK BRITTAN appraises the South African'’s first full F1 year 


in Sweden to win his first GP 


SCENE ONE: Watkins Glen 1973, lap 39. An orange and white Yardley McLaren slews 
spectacularly to # halt as a rear wishbone breaks. Before the dust had settled fifth placemai 
Jody Scheckter was out of it, hat in hand, and footing his way back to the pits. On the 
‘Solitary walk he reviewed his season ; five Grand Prix races, one ninth place, three accidents and 
now one mechanical failure. In his own words, a disaster. 

‘SCENE TWO: Watkins Glen 1974, lap 44. An Elf-blue Tyrrell coasts stuttering to a halt with 
an obvious fuel feed problem. Over the side come the seat belts—elunk-clunk—and fifth 
Placeman Jody Scheckter eases his chunky frame out of the cockpit. On his lonely walk 
back to the pits he reviewed his second season in Grand Prix racing. Fifteen races, two victories 
in Sweden and England, a string of eight successive points scorings, no accidents and when 
the race started he had enough points stacked up to make him one of three people who could 
win the 1974 drivers title. In his own words, a disappointment. 

‘What Jody Scheckter considers a disappointment many other GP drivers would be happy to 
call 2 trlumph. Those two races a year apart seem remarkably similar when summed up in a 
‘couple of dozen words. But It's what happened in the year between that makes the difference. 


On the PanAm flight to London in '73 a cession; a couple of days back relaxing by his 
dejected Scheckter sat brooding knowing that pool in Spain, three days testing in England. 
his McLaren contract was over, he had nothing three-day four-city promotional tour in 
to drive in '74 and his diary told him only South Africa, back to the States to run in the 
that Christmas Day would be on December  Penske-promoted Race of Champions, from 
25th, there a helicopter connection and a flight to 

Tt was a different spritely confident Scheck- Paul Ricard in France for an Elf press presen- 


ter who boarded the same flight a year later 
Now accompanied by his pretty wife Pam 
he was Jetting back to their luxury villa in 
Spain. His contract for a second year with 
the super successful Tyrrell team was al! tied 
down and his diary looked like an  Inter- 
continental air line schedule, In quick suc- 
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tation and more Tyrrell testing. A busy two 
weeks. 

Unlike many top pro racing drivers who 
conduct themselves and their life style at 
the jittery pace of a busy big company execu- 
tive fighting for his survival Jody strol 
through life with the slow studied pace of an 


L 


i ae 


athlete, He's not one of those people who can 
pump up @ lot of adrenalin and get by on 
Tittle sleep and lunch counter meals. He likes 
man-sized regular meals and nine hours a 
night in bed and gets pretty crabby when 
deprived of either. 

‘Away from his racing car he would easily 
be mistaken for an athlete, He has the free- 
wheeling walk of a boxer, the barrel chest of 
2 weight lifter and the constantly moving arms 
‘nd hands of a ball player. Indeed he is a very 
physical person happier working out in © gym 
than sitting reading a book. In Spain he plays 
a lot of tennis with Pam and runs five miles 
Or so three mornings a week. His regular 
hotel in London is chosen because it has a 
pool and a gym, (And the switchboard girl 
Knows to block ail calls between ten and eight 
in the morning.) He can happily holst more 
than his body welght above ‘his head and in 
the early season Superstars contest in the 
States he was up there amongst the track 
athletes in the track events. He won the four 
length swimming contest by a length moving 
through the water like a DFV-powered dolphin. 

‘The Americans like him—he spent the best 
part of 1973 there running CanAm and win- 
Bing the F500. series—for he fits their 
opular image of a pro racing driver. They 
Tike their sportsmen to be tough and don’t 
have too much time for the traditional fast- 
talking, smooth-suited, lounge-lizard European 
racing driver. At the recent Race of Cham: 
pions’ where Chevyy Camaros were run 
NASCAR-style with their doors welded closed 
Unser, Foyt and the other American heavy 
heroes kidded Jody at drivers briefing—" hey 
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Jody, you left the door of your car open.” To 
be spoken to is to be accepted, to be addressed 
by your first name a mark of respect. 

Middle America liked him well enough in 
October to vote him into third place in the 
Genesee Beer Driver of the Year Awards 
Over 10,000 votes were cast nationwide, 
Andretti ‘took top honours, Emerson was 
second and Jody third just 31 votes behind. 


*A lot of people are 
paying me a lot of money 
to be a performer 


‘As a racing driver type he’s @ paradox, You 
just know that he'd be super happy leading 
the quiet Denny Hulme-style life. But he 
works really hard at the Stewartoriginated 
style of pro driver behaviour. “A lot of 
people are paying me a lot of money to be a 
erformer, I owe it to them not to sneak off 
and hide’ after an event. Also these days 
you're expected to stand up in their board 
rooms and after dinners and say something 
more than, thanks for the grub.” 

Being a' public person has not been easy 
for Jody. He's basically a shy person, not a 
natural Wordsmith and unlike Stewart, whose 
abilities he openly admires, not a ‘natural 
PR person, His advantage was that he was 
‘aware of these shortfalls and at the beginning 


Jody and Pam Scheckter. 


of the "74 season spent a week in London 
doing a crash course at the same academy 
that tutors our politicians in the fine arts of 
speech delivery and handling radio and TV 
Intervis 

Like all sports stars he gets short tempered 
with journalists who ask dumb questions. 
“You wouldn't believe it but at Watkins Glen 
‘a top line South African feature writer had 
been flown in to do an eve of the race story 
for his paper. There I was all twitched up 
going in with a chance of winning the cham- 
Pionship and this guy's first two questions 
were—how old are you and when did you 
first take up motor racing. Shit. . . I nearly 
threw him out of the caravan.” 

His schooling paid off, he didn't throw 
the journalist out but sent him away with a 
story and a smiling admonition to do his 
basic pre-interview homework in future 

‘We sat in the departure lounge of London 
airport, Jody nursing the ever-present bag of 
fresh frult in anticipation of a long tedious 
transatlantic flight, to talk over his first full 
season of Grand Prix racing as Tyrrell ccoam 
leader. How did he feel about being s0 close 
to the championship title and then missing 
it. “Upset, obviously. But at the beginning of 
the year we didn't expect to win it. Three 
quarters of the way through the season things 
looked good and when we went to Canada 
and the States we stood as good a chance as 
anybody. It didn’t work out so we'll have 
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I want you to do just two laps” says Ken 


another crack at it next year.” 
He ‘treats the two mectanical failures 
that rdobed him of his title chance 
very philosophically. (Brakes in Canada 
and fuel feed in Ameica) 

people want to blame the mechan 
or the management when there's a mechanical 
failure. That's You all. work. together, 
sometimes some 

and you lose 
something that 


points We'd get 
wwe ‘Stood round point 
fingers at each other every time 
something went wrong. 

Three years ago he was humping bis own 
scrappy F3 set-up around the tracks being 
driver, mechanic, manager and engine man 
Time with McLaren and the F5000 operation 
In the States and now with Tyrrell has given 
him an appreciation of good team management 
“The great thing about our team is Ken and 
the way he manages it with tremendous dis- 
cipline. Ken has a dialogue going with every 
member of the team. In some other teams 
the junior mechanic would no more dream of 
talking to the boss than call the Pope by his 
first name. With Ken it’s like working in an 
old fashioned English family business.” 

Jody Is ready to acknowledge that Ken 
has played a big part in his conversion from 


Tyrrell. Derek Gardner listens. 


“ cowboy" to champion contender and accepts 
that the firm Tyrrell hand and the stability’ of 
@ contracted drive has helped bring about this 
very visible metamorphosis, His answer to my 
question, what's the singie most important 
contribution Ken has made this year, was a 
broad smile and, “He paid me my cheque on 


“Even working hard we 
don't have all the 

answers even now. There's 
room for a lot better 
understanding in the team in 


practice sessions” 

————— 
But“then in a serious mood he went on, 
People think because you join a successful 

team it's easy. Well it's not. It's a lot. of 

bloody hard work on everyone's part. The more 
successful you are the more you have to work 
at it. Nobody ever discovered an easy way to 
be successful, Even working hard we -don't 
have all the answers even now. There's room 
for a lot better understanding in the team in 
practice sessions. Patrick and I have different 


Elation as Scheckter takes Lauda’e Ferrari for the lead at Brands Hatch 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which cars ere 
fitted with 


ALEY 
F.LA-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
‘THE ALEY BARS ROLL-OVER BAR. 


WHY? Whatever the application the roll-over bar has been 
proved, approved and guaranteed 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM £22.50. 
“AERODYNAMIC sports car models from £20.75 or 


‘ordinary models for sports and saloons from £12.00. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND—THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
THERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIST IN YOUR AREA— 


Congratulate Mike Freeman on his fine win in the 

Motorcraft Mexico Challenge Race at Brands Hatch, 

I November 3, and also for being runner up in the 
Championship. Well done Mike ! 

to the ‘Tattenbeall 70625 

[| engineering and optical industries and would be ond ee aa 

pleased to quote for your requirements. fi semnran oanaiane 


ABC DIAMOND TOOLS LTD, ALEYBARS LTD. 
Longhope, Glos 
Tel: Longhope (045 283) 685 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON, CAMBRIDGE 
TEL: SAWSTON 2575 


PALLISER = RACING CARS & ANGLO SCOTTISH PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 


(REGD. TRADING NAME OF QCC ENGINEERING LTD.) 


Invite you to view the Len Wimhurst designed P742, FF2000 (Super Ford) 
on the 14th November at the Eden Park Hotel, Upper Elmers End Road, 
Beckenham, Kent. 


From 8 pm till 10.30 pm, 630 pm till 8 pm—Press only 
ALL ENQUIRIES TO 11 UPLANDS MEWS, UPLANDS ROAD, LONDON SE22. TEL: 01-693 5717-6727. 
FULL SPARES SERVICE FOR EXISTING PALLISERS. 
COMING SHORTLY THE P741 FORMULA FORD. 
ALL FUEL AND LUBRICANTS USED IN WORKS DEVELOPMENT CAR IS SUPPLIED BY ANGLO SCOTTISH PETROLEUM CO LTD. 


CUT OUT THIS COUPON 
ADMIT ONE PERSON 
FREE WITH 
COMPETITION LICENCE 
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Jody found 006 a bit of a handful 


‘opinions about what is best and how we want 
‘Our cars. to be. Sometimes the car was 
capable of doing better than it did. Because 
Of the way we sorted it i¢ wasn't a 100 per 
cent.” 

Just how different were he and 
Depailler in their car requirements. “ Mc 
Patrick likes his car to be dead right 
me if the car isn't right I try and 
myself to cope with the particular problem. 

He and Patrick get along well together as 
team mates. But he likes to rib Patrick about 
his “old age” by reminding him that for 
thelr first meeting he had to play truant from 
School in East London. It was in 1966 and he 
was there racing an Alpin 

‘On his rapport with Derek Gardner he 
says, “Tremendous respect for him. He has 
this ability to produce something which comes 

drawing board and it works. 
‘whether It's a piece or a com- 
plete car. Take this year's car (007) it was 
Rood Fight from the start. Seems like we've 
made it slower as the year has gone on. But 
that’s us not him, There are two aspects of 
any ‘rapport between driver and designer. 
First you've got to be able to read the car. 
Secondly you've got to be able to tell it to 
the designer so that he can understand what's 
happening. That bit is Very important be- 


“Ken leaves the really 
technical decisions to Derek 
and concentrates on the 
practicalities with quick-fire 
decisions based on 
remembering similar 
experiments under similar 
conditions” 


cause if you tell it wrong he makes a real 
balls of corrective action. It’s very difficult 
to describe a condition. Just imagine if you 
hhad six people with an identical stomach ache 
and then ask each of them to describe it to a 
doctor. Same condition—six different descrip- 
tions because no two people would tell it te 
same way. The doctor has a real tough job. 
“Derek is a deep thinker and likes to digest 
the information pushing it all the way up 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 7, 1974 


through his mind which can be a bit frustrat 
ing during the last half hour of a practice 
session. You don't always have five minutes 
to sit down and talk it through. But this is 
where Ken is a perfect foil for Derek. Ken 
Teaves the really technical decisions to Derek 
and concenxates on the practicalities with 
Quick-fire decisions based on remembering 
Similar experiments under similar conditions 
T guess Ken Is a Master of Logic and Derek is 
a Master of Engineering. They are very good 
together.”” 

‘He manages to adopt the looks and manner 
of a headmaster when asked to sum up the 
others cars during the season, “It’s been a 
really competitive season and no one car has 
been on top all the time. Ferraris have been 
on top mors than anyone else. Then Brab 
hams have been really good on some circuits. 
McLarens were good in Brazil but otherwise 
they didn’t show any outstanding qualities at 
all, but they were there all the time rather 
like us, In Sweden we showed outstanding 
quality but nowhere else 

It’s no secret that Emerson Fittipaldi and 
Jody are not each other's devoted fans, This 
‘stems from the highly publicised incident in 
the French GP of '73 when Emerson knocked 
Jody off when he was leading. Eme-son con 
vineed moss people that it was Jody's fault 
and it wasn't until Christmas when the dig 
glossy coffee-table annuals appeared with 
Pictures in glorious colour showing Emerson's 
Inglorious mistake. Jody's comments on Emer 
son as the new world champion are hardly 
eulogistic. “if he can cope with a second 
world title without it going to his head then 
he's got a chance of a good job of being 
world champion. 

GP watchers this year will have noticed the 
retired but not retiring Mr Stewart spending 
‘a lot of time in the Tyrrell pits with Jody. 
He has been as free with his advices as he 
has with his praise of Jody's abilities. “He's 
been a great help to me, particularly at Nur 
burgring. There have been other places where 
T've had driving problems and I've gone to 
him and he's helped me sort it out. It’s things 
like gear ratios and whether to have a par- 

jcular gear that you hold all the way through 
@ comer or an alternate one that would cal 
for a change before the corner—things like 
that. He's very very clever at choosing ratios 
for practice and the race and I've learnt a lot 
from him this year. Not just the answers to 
problems but the logical process of working 
Out the answers to them.” 

Regular GP journalists and other team 


managers rate Jody's drive into second place 
at NUrburgring and bis fastest lap there as 
his best drive of the year. But he has his own 
ideas. "For me Monaco was my best drive, 
I was our first really good result and Ken 
sald to me, you'll never finish here, you'll 
knock all your wheels off. 1 proved to him 
that I could bring the car back in one bit 
without a mark on it. I got a lot of satisfac- 
tion out of giving him a complete car back 
along with the second place trophy.” 


“twas driving hard. | was 
driving well and | knew | was 
driving well. A lot of the time 
| was past my limit and 
getting nowhere in old 006. 
And all to be 13th and 15th’’ 


Nothing is all good and in any season there 
are black spots. For Jody one of them was 
practice at Monza. “ Total frustration, nothing 
Went right, nothing even went wrong. We 
just couldn't get going fast. We changed the 


car and it didn't even make it worse, Then 
my worst race was... well the first three 
taces were all worsit I was driving hard. 1 


was driving well and I knew I was driving 
well. A lot of the time I was past my limit 
and getting nowhere in old 006. And all to 
be 13th and 15th.” 

‘We discussed the transition that had tal 
place and tried to work out when it was th 
he ceased to be a hooligan and became a 
mature GP driver. “It was nothing to do with 
getting married, nothing to do with my Silver- 
Stone accident. The real thing that put me in 
my place was Francois at Watkins Glen. I 
was first on the scene and well... It was 
pretty bloody ugly. 1 don't think i'm any 
slower, but I know that I'm a lot smoother 
and tidier and 1 know that in being that way 
T've minimised a lot of the risks.” 

‘Scheckter’s first full season on the world 
championship trail is best summed up in Ken 
Tyrrell's words as he stood soaked in cham- 
pagne spray at the side of his young charger 
on the winner's rostrum at the British Grand 
Prix. He beamed through the famous tooth. 
some smile saying, “He's good isn't he. I'll 
keep him on. We've got a real race winner 
ead 


2 


Troubled times at the Turin Show — Italian style 


Pictures by Nigel Snowdon 


‘There was everything from pedal cars to 
petal brakes at the first Turin Show for two 
years, illustrating both the country’s serious 
economic plight and its natural flair for 
high-speed conveyances of novelty and 
beauty. Pininfacina’s Cr25, with badges by 
Ferrari, bore witness to the famous Torinese 
‘coachbuilders’ advanced wind tunnel facilities, 
and demonstrated that there were other 
things to streamlining than flat-out high 
speed 

Great attention has been paid to stability 
in side Wind gusts on the Cr25, and the 
electrically-operated air-flap brakes were 
designed to be actuated by rear suspension 
‘attitude. When the normal braking system is 
applied at speed, the rear suspension attitude 

designed to ‘apply the petals. The new 
Pininfarina creation was standing on four of 
Pirelli's triangular “compression"" tyres— 
synonymous with the 1980s. 

Bertone's. new wedge, clothed Lambor. 
ghini's latest version of their mid-engined VB, 
but designated "Bravo" the new car has a 
B-litre derivative of the four-cam motor/five: 
speed gearbox unit. The larger engine puts  Bertone’s “Bravo is 
the emphasis on the smaller car, as opposed Miche 
to the 4dlitre V12 Lamborghinis in these 
‘troubled cimes. 

De Tomaso stayed with the performance 
scene by showing a 330 bhp Group 3 Pantera, 
not to mention the Longchamp 2-door 2+2 
Powered by an identical §.7-litre pushrod 
Ford V8. No austerity in that department! 

‘The Abarth SE 030, engineered by Pinin- 
farina appeared last month on the Tour of 
Ttaly, and took second place. Displayed on 
the Pininfarina stand, the competition GT 
‘coupe with a 3.S-litre V6 behind the seats, is 
based on a self-supporting structure of steel, 
Hight alloy, and GRP. It, too, owes a great 
deal to the wind tunnel, with the air-intake 
installations being of particular interest 

‘Of the cooking machinery, the recently- 
announced Fiat 131 mirafiori 1300/1600 sexies, 
‘and the sharp little Innocenti Mini 90/120 
range, demonstrated that the Ialian industry 
mean’ business, in spite of industrial upsets, 
Unemployment, no” government, expensive 
petrol, and very non-ltalian speed limits. The 
practical Hyundai Pony, with South Korean 
Industry, Italian styling, Japanese power and 
British ‘organisational ability im its back- 
ground, deserves success—even if we have 
to wait until 1976 for the production version. 

Economy was certainly ‘accented by such 
city-type cars as the Baldi, Frog, Sulky, and 
Charly Camel not to mention Zagato 
‘and Michelott. There was even a compressed: 
air car with a five-cylinder radial pneumatic 
motor (which worked), and a two-seater four- 
pedal car in which the three-speed gear lever 
Surround proclaimed the driver should “shift 


P by @ 3-litre VS, driving through a five-speed box. Below 
i's attractive Ferrari Spyder. 


any time" which must prove something. 

DOUGLAS ARMSTRONG 
The new Pirelli tyre was shown on the Pinin Above: The Pininfarina Studio Cr25 has a special petal braking system. Below: The 
farina Cr25. Zagato Lancia. 


AIL 
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Above: The new 3-litre engine from Lamborghini for mid-e 
configuration. 


was the Medici and the Maserati Coupé, 
exhibited this interesting 613. 


with South 


Left: The Opel Sylvia GT on the Coggiola 
stand. Below: Bertone’s Bravo wheel, 
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The heir apparent? 


PETER NEWTON talks to DOT’s TONY POND 


Watching National status rallies has been more enjoyable than ever this year. The Clark chai 


have been getting ever closer to the mark, and the plethora of recently-formed Dealer Teams is 
resulting in the triers getting thelr hands on considerably more competitive machinery with 


which to show their potential. One does not have to be merely very quick to beat Cl 
yney and concentration are really the names of the game. 
few have managed to back up this speed with 


year just how far 


they can go on occasios 


Many “aces” have shown this 


Tepetitive good results. Among those who have shown the skill and determination required to 


win In recent months, there is one name outstanding above the others . . .. th 
, driving the DOT Group 2 Opel Ascona for Tony Fal 


‘Tony Pond. This ye: 


name is 
he ‘has proved his 


world class talent In an underpowered car beyond any possible doubt. The rise to becoming 


in’s rallying helr apparent has been nothing short of meteoric 


and he knows where 


he is going. In just over a week's time he Is contesting his second-ever RAC rally, seeded at 
number 27. Here he talks about past, present and future. 


It all really started in 1966 when an 
unwilling Tony was roped into a sprint 
drivi MGB. “Unfortunately I won my 


e 
class and that was i." In those days auto- 
tests were first on his list, and in between 
selling cars to the unwary in London, he was 
busy practising handbrake turns and reverse 
flicks at the weekends; never had a company 
demonstrator seen so’ much action. Encour- 
aged by early success he started entering 
rallies “in the years that I started it 
was all navigation, and for all the driver skill 
in the world, if the bloke sitting next to you 
couldn't do it, you were lost. I used to enjoy 
myself flying ‘about the countryside but came 
nowhere.” 

‘The long-suffering company demonstrator 
gave best to a Cortina GT and then a Cooper 

which just happened to have a straight cut 
gearbox—"it sounded right anyway!" He 
bought it for a knock-down price, and in the 
company of Bryan Harris, whom he met 
through an acquaintance, ‘entered his first 
stage event, the Sutton and Cheam organised 


26 


Tempest rally which centred on Bramstéill 
forest. “I thought that we were going quickly 
but Bryan was grizzling we had a big 
row halfway through the event and then 
found that we were lying second, and eventu 

ly we won it ‘after that i couldn't go 
wrong for navigators I made a big mistake 
at the time by not doing a championship; 
just entering events I fancied. 

Money was scarce and Pond found it tm- 
possible to keep up with the financial burden 
of a championship schedule; so, armed with 
the ubiquitous Exchange and Mart, he set 
out to buy a Lotus Cortina and tackle the 
big one, the RAC rally. “At that time I got 
more enjoyment out of building cars, some. 
thing that would work.” It took him eight 
months to re-build the Lotus Cortina, during 
which time he managed to sneak away from 
the garage long enough to write off the Mini. 

‘On the RAC they were lying 15th overall 
and first British crew on the leader board 
when they went off the road in Keilder and 
pulled the stabiliser bar bracket out of the 


body. “In those days the event started on 
the Saturday and you didn't get a rest until 
the Monday night was really hard and 
1 just wasn't up to it” That Itle jaunt cost 
him £800, in spite of some help fram Norman 
Reeves who fent him all the specialised parts 

this was the nadir, he was broke, aged 
25 ‘and wanted to have a go at his own 
business. He hadn't saved a penny through- 
out his whole life so he sold the car 
(for £750), cancelied “his subscription to 
Avrosrorr, and went buying and selling cars. 


The man most likely to. 


Of nk 


% 
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He bought them from Norman Reeves, and 
one day, strolling into the sales manager's 
office, he saw one of the first initial 
brochures announcing a proposed Mexico 
series, A casual jibe about Rallye Sport 
dealers’ participation in motor sport did the 
trick, and before long Tony was back in the 
deep end of the sport he had reluctantly 
turned his back on .. . rallying had certainly 
not finished with him. |. . “A car was there, 
just like that, JUST . |< LIKE... THAT!” 
his face creases into a grin, “I couldn't sleep 
for two nights just thinking about #. . - 

‘They came third overall on their first outing 
in the car... then came the Bristow, and 
possibly because he was feeling lousy and 


“1 thought we going quickly 
but Bryan was grizzling... 
we had a big row halfway 
through the event and then 
found that we were 

lying second, and eventually 
we won it..." 


came In 
second overall. "That was at the 
time ‘when Martin. Holmes. and other’ people 
were saying that Mexicos couldn't feature on 

Tethink we were 
put the cat the log-sufering,plgsons, 
rt among julfering. pigeons, 
find ‘the Welsh valleys. were. buzsiog’ with 
cries ‘of “Tony who?” and other less’ chart: 
table expletives. “Basking. serenely ‘and ‘Inno- 
cently ‘under a cloud of everyone else's sour 
Brapes, "Nowan Reeves, euphoric “at the 
Success ofthe. venture, decided to builds 
Second, “proper” ‘car with Bilstein suspension 
And blueprinted engine. Ironically as It turned 
Sut, this “super car cost him the champion: 
ship |. "it'Wwas nothing’ like the ‘car that 
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the first one was" adds Tony ruefully, 
shaking his head in disbelief. 

"At the time, his attentions were turning 
away from road rallying for ever... some 
hair-raising experiences and near misses 
aiding and abetting his retreat into the 
forests. However, the Mexito series provided 
Tony with the small breaks that he needed 

~ first was an assisted passage to Sweden 
to compete in the Mexico section over there: 
and second was a works specification BDA 
Escort for the Scottish; he did not waste 
elther of these opportunities. “For the first 
few days of practice we kept digging it out 
of the snow banks, continually going off the 
road, but after about 10 days of digging we 
were really getting it screwed up, knowing 
what to do with the car. The others made 
the mistake of learning all this on the rally.” 

‘Up until this time he had been driving 
rally cars with scarcely 100 bhp, so that the 
‘Scottish came as something of an. eye- 
opener. “The mechanic said "you better get 
used to it—see how it goes’. . . it had five 
gears which are bloody awkward; then he 
Said, ‘take it round to 8500..." it was 
horrifying! really..." he grins at the recol 
lection of the moment; 1 said to Frances 
(Cobb), we either go out and do what Stuart 
Turner wants us to do, namely superbly first 
time out in a works car; in which case we'll 
fall off after about four’ stages, or we'll just 
cruise round to enjoy ourselves. Quite 
honestly I never drove one stage to good 
effect; after every one I came off thinkin 
‘Christ, you're bloody slow.’ Roger said to me 
at the first time control, ‘most drivers can 
get about 80 per cent out of a works Escort ; 
It is only the few who can get that last bit; 
and he was so right . . . you can drive these 
cars in such a dramatic fashion, completely 
broadside, but you're not going very quick: 
T didnt even have the brake balance sorted 
‘out; eventually it was Hannu who told us 
‘about it, and after that it's so much more 
drivable, so much safer.” They broke the 


Different year, different car—with Frances Cobb on the ‘73 Moss Tyres in the Norman Reeves car. 


axle on the penultimate stage but a quick 
welding job allowed them to go on to finish 
seventh. In the morning when the Ford 
mechanics got into the car to drive it to the 
nearest garage for repairs, the halfshafe broke 
off like a carrot as they engaged reverse. . . - 
“1 don't, know how I deserved luck iike 

eee 
‘Norman Reeves had been watching the 
progress of their driver through all these 
adventures, and now stepped in with a works 
specification Escort. On. the Dukeries, his 
second event with the car, he came second 
“it was easy to drive into second place 
behind Roger.” On the Lindisfarne he actually 
ged to go a bit quicker than Clark (who 


“The mechanic said ‘you 
better get used to it— see 
how it goes’ ; then he 
said: ‘take it round to 
8500...’ it was 
horrifying ! really 


Was, it should be added, trying out various 
Fear suspension permutations) before the 
Bearbox selected wwo gears at once, just two 
Stages from the finish, they collected a maxi- 
mum, and finished seventh. Things, however, 
Were looking good until che Arabs stepped in 
with their own unique brand of international 
blackmail, the fun had to stop, and for the 
second time in his career Tony found himself 
Stranded between the bank manager and the 
forests. Brut, who were looking at the car 
with a view to sponsoring it, were unim~ 
Pressed with the spin-off, despite a fine third 
Place on the Welsh, a one-off event tackled 
Gn. a strictly Hmited budget specifically for 
their Benefit. Thus with no sponsor, and a 
lack of assistance from Ford, Norman R 
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were left with no option but to pull out . . . 
then came the telephone call from Tony Pall 
‘A Group 1 Ascona on the Mintex Dales? 
“I thought ‘I'm past that lot, I've done all 
that '; so I rang up Peter Ashcroft—back came 
don’t drive an Ope:, you're a Ford 
7 So what was Ito do, stand on 
the sidelines wearing a Ford cally jacket?” 
Tony was very anxious at this stage not to 
cut himself off from the company who had 
in the past given him every chance, so he 
vacillated with Fall phone calls whilst further 
discussions took place with Boreham. Never 
‘one to do things by halves, he rang up 
Stuart Turner, who explained the position, 
gave him hope for the future, and a clear 
Conscience with Opel. 

Tony takes the- matter of loyalties very 
seriously, so that although he will always 
be aching for that works Ford drive, he 
respects the organisation that can put’ him 
Into a serious effort geared to winning rallies 
every other weekend: and this is the principal 
reason behind his signed contract with Opel 
for next year. 

He is full of praise for the Ascona, and 
the work that Fall has put in sorting it out. 
“The handling and roadholding are superb, 
and help to make up for the lack of power 
which has been about the same all season. 
It has got the strength of the Lotus Cortina, 
traction is much better than an Escort, a 
it’s got stacks of torque, you just lose out if 


“I think we're going to have 
the cars next year; 

wouldn't have my name 
issociated with anything if | 
thought that 1 couldn't win 


a long uphill straight. The Escort 
spends its time burning rubber, slinging 
boulders about and taking an age to change 
gear, I's got an engine that'll rev co 9000 
rpm and a gearbox that's out of the ark.” An 
‘outright win on the Burman after Clark and 
Coleman had dropped from contention 
through road penalties, served to illustrate the 
point that the Opel worked. 

It is when he gets down to assessing his 
‘own performance and analysing his own 
motivation that you become aware of the 
tremendous concentration and dedication of 
the man; “I think we're going to have the 
cars next year; I wouldn't have my name 
‘associated with anything if I thought that T 
couldn't win in it. I don't go rallying just for 
the sake of it, my enjoyment comes from 
this in conjunction with doing well. I signed 
with Opel because they have got everything 
coming along . . . the Kadett, five-speed gear 
boxes, the 2-litre 200 bhp crossflow engines. 
_.. On the former he is totally convinced of 
future success; “It has got to be the car, and 
we shall be running it in Group 5 next year, 
until the 1900 engine is homologated in it, 
when we will start running it in Group 2.” 

The Manx witnessed a superb drive into 
‘sixth place ahead of Adrian Boyd on an event 
that obviously favours the power merchants; 
it also represented a challenge to Tony in 
that he had never driven competitively either 
with racing tyres, notes, or on that type of 
tarmac before. “The tyres were developed by 
Harry Gee of Goodyear, a formula | com- 
pound with thick sidewalls—they were 
Superb, the limit was ridiculously high. Tt 
struck’ me as Russian Roulette, this pace 
notes business. We made Tony’ Fall notes, 
which are an adaptation of the original BMC 
works notes; so I not only had to learn notes, 
Thad to interpret ‘Ks,’ * absolutes, "‘ fasts” and 
“very fasts’... .. a whole new experience. The 
speeds we were able to go with that car was 
avery, very horrifying experience.” He 
chooses’ his words carefully, reliving the 
stages . . . “for quite some hours I did not 
like it one tiny little bit. . . the technique 
was completely different; no sliding. We came 
up to one bend which was called "absolute" 
which turned out to be bumpy. We arrived 
at about 110 mph and the car lost about 
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three feet of road on the bumps. It reared 
into the air in a most magnificent manner 
and touched a bank on the way out... then 


they're very good...” and it went °K’ left: 
I just found out that I could have gone into 
K" Jafts about 50 mph quicker! 

T find a faster car is a lot safer car to 
drive, because you can be that little bit more 
careful on the way ln, give it plenty of 
"Welly and come out quick; but with our 
car, if you're in slow, you're out stow. 

‘Such is the Pond consistency that offs do 
not feature on his rallying menu, but the 
Lindisfarne this year proved the ‘exception 
and graphically ‘illustrates his attitude to 
srrowing into che bargain. “We came thunder- 
1g down the long straight, and I thought: 
“this is Keilder forest, slow down,’ and T 


looked to see if there were any openings in 
the trees and there weren't because the forest 
had already done so. I braked quite viciously 
down to about 70 mph and as I climbed the 
brow, my instant reaction was that che track 
was ‘straight, back on the power, then two 


Trialling—one of his favourite sports—keeps 
him physically in trim. 


or three feet up the brow . . ." oops! it's not 
straight," I got it sideways and the 180 tyres 
didn't bite at all, just slid into the ditch, we 

it wasa't very 


“We arrived at about 110 
mph and the car lost about 
three feet of road on the 
bumps. It reared into the 
air... and touched a 
bank . . . then the road 
went ‘K’ left. 
It transpired thet the course car had gone 
off there as well. “It was a definite junction 
but they hadn't arrowed it. All it wanted was 
one arrow before the brow. People will turn 
Found and say: ‘oh, it's the way you drive, 
you're an idiot, etc,” but the damage that was 


Caused to that portion of forest, and the 
wrecked machinery that has cost the competi- 


tors for the sake of one arrow... 
‘on in my book. 

“We were slowing people down but they 
still went off because they thought the hazard 
‘was a bump. It’s unfortunate that i's a case 
of amateurs putting on an event for profes- 
sionals. To my mind, nobody can get hurt 
through slow results etc, but bad arrowing 
is fatal in these days of fast cars. It is a 
clear case for a body of professional drivers 
to run 00 cars, even if the organisers have to 
pay them to do &; as the chap from the RAC 
sald; ‘if the arrowing is right then everyone 
is on the same ground.’ There are loads of 
people in rallying who haven't got inside 
information, who haven't been thrashing 
round Keilder for the past 20 years, who 
have got their own money tied up in their 
own motor car; and yet they are up against 
all these things. In contrast the arrowing on 
the Armstrong Forest. was perfection. Our 


it’s not 


buy Motor magazine again! 

Tony is paid a DOT retainer at the present 
time, an arrangement which works out well, 
fas he can tinker with his car during pre-rally 
Preparation—samething that he is very keen 
on doing, “I like to be involved in my own 
car, it’s not_a relationship, just a matter of 
confidence. There's all sorts of things that 
you find out in this way. When I first drove 


‘The car was impossible to 
drive sideways. | read the 
manual and it said ‘do not 
mix up shims or castor will 
be affected. ...' Immediately 
castor was affected, in the 
worst possible manner!"" 


the car it was impassible to drive sideways, 
there was no castor on the steering. I eat 
down and read through the workshop manual 
and it said: ‘do not mix up shims otherwise 
castor will be affected.” . . . (1) Immediately 
castor was affected, in the worst possible 
‘manner! 

Being with a dealer team obviously affects 
Tony's. chances of gaining experience on 
Internationals, but his contract does not for~ 
bid him from entering these events with 
another manufacturer, so he ds living in hope 
that someone may come up and ask for his 
services. 

With the RAC just around the corner, Tony 
is still slightly dubious of his ability to pace 
himself. “Tony (Fall) is an obvious better bet 
than myself on the RAC, because he is used 
to pacing himself; I've got no gauges to go 
by. 1 can do a one-day sprint and 
fastest tne on the first and last stage. He 
finds that difficult.” For the event Tony will be 
driving the crossflow-engined, re-built two- 
door shell which started its rallying life as 
the Group 1 car. “We should have run this 
car for the past four nationals ideally, but it 
has proved fo be a job and a half to get this 
engine (200 bhp, crossflow) in, The exhaust 
manifolds have a three-inch bore for a start! 
Everything has had to be changed.’ 

Real success in rallying, like racing, de- 
mands total dedication to the sport and a 
concentration while doing it far above the 
normal demands made upon the individual at 
club level. This determination extends be- 
he 
Aspects as physical fitness, r 
take “no” for an answer.’ It is abundandy 
clear that Tony Pond has these qualities to 
‘add to his proven driving ability. He does not 
forget the people who have given him his 
‘opportunities in the sport, and his code of 
ethics command a respect ‘that is often diffl- 
cult to find among the go-getters of motor 
racing. Next year could well be the Tony 
Pond year... but as always he is quietly 
modest about the future, preferring cautious 
pessimism as his outlook. Nevertheless you 
fan sense his confidence. He knows that he 
can beat the best, and there seems little 
doubt now that he will do just that. 
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jer Hampton's 1903 9-litre Mercedes overtakes our technical editor's Panhard. 


The London to Brighton marathon 
Photographs by HENRI SAUX 


usual delightful social occasion, 

friends turning up in every direction. One did 

not see people still in evening dress, 

to happen at Brighton Runs be 

but only the real enthusiasts tur 

on a Sunday morning. With shouts of "mind 

from the officials, 

marshalled into their places an 

forgotten sounds and’ scents of the motoring 
long ago. They filed up to the starter 
the Chairman of the organi 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


nniversary of the 
1896, was also the 


n Day run of 


itions through the years. By 
sponsoring the Brighton Rus, 


the cars were 
jdst the almost 


as much reduced when the storm broke 
the day dawned fine and clear, 
from ‘overnight 


in order of age, 


gers, the RAC, very properly leading off in car 
an 1894 1} hp Benz. 
1 was driving a 1903 Panhard as usual, 
which had alarmed me before the event by 
Suddenly producing several leaks from its 
radiator two tins of Wonderweld 
peed coblem and a reserve tin 
Under the rear seat was never used. Thus 
major surgery was avoided, as it was in curing. 
& cone cluteh which had become extremely 
fierce. Some short lengths of clock spring were 
levered under the lining at the larger end of 
the cone, which secured a wonderfully sweet 
uch work had gone into polishing the cars, 
the American entries being almost excessively 
perfect; even the undersides of the mud: 
Ruards were immaculate, Among these, the 
huge 60hp 1904 Peerless racing two-seater 
of A. 1. Lieberman, and the similarly aged 
Franklin of Bill Harrah, with a transverse 
four-cylinder air-cooled engine, were especially 
notable. 

‘We set off at 8.30 and while a large number 
of cars were proving temperamental in the 
early stages, serious breakdowns were few 
indeed later on. Immediately after the start, 
John Mitchell gave us a thumbs-up signal 
irom a Panhard which was hesitating but Mrs 

Pick was being attacked with a 
and Miss McCulloch's 1902 Arrol- 
johnston dropped to a walking pace along 
Grosvenor Place. W. G. Fletcher's Wolseley 
was having a pit stop near Victoria, where a 
De Dion also appeared to be stopping. A. J. N. 
Cole chose Westminster Bridge to service his 
1900 Benz, which has two huge cylinders 
horizontally opposed. 

C. F. T. Moon was doing some engineering 
on his Shp De Dion under Waterloo Bridge 
and R. Clapham was employed nearby with a 
4ihp model of the same make. Much more 
serious was the predicament of the 1901 
Godiva belonging to the City of Coventry 
Museums, which discharged large quantities of 
boiling water into the road, while J. Wilkins 
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John and Rosemary Bolster in the 1903 7 hp Panhard. 


appeared to be praying at the rear of his 
1903 Berliet_ with closed body. Thereabouts, 
‘we passed the Benz from the Dutch Museum, 
going well in a cloud of steam, though the 
Benz of R. S. Miles had its bonnet open in 
Brixton Road, R. L. Hubbard's ponderous 
1896 Lutzmann was travelling well at its 
usual stately pace while T. de Vere Green 
was re-starting his 1902 Scania with a side: 
cranking handle. 

R. H, S. Long was working at the back of 
his De Dion on Brixton Hill, P. J. Northwood 

delayed with his International Charette, 
and G. S. Sanders was tackling his 1900 New 
Orleans with a large screwdriver. The other 
Lutzmann was overtaken going as fast as it 
ever does, which means pretty slowly. I. G 
Benbough’ stopped his Léon Bollée "but 
appeared to be lighting his pipe, while Miss 
Davis checked the rear end of her Oldsmobile 
and A. P. Kingsford-Bannell_ had a stop 
with his De Dion, which appeared "to. be 
trivial. ‘That unidentified vehicle which is 
referred to as “ the De Dion-engined car” was 
travelling in an immense cloud of steam. 

‘During a stirring race with John Hampton's 
similar Panhard, we overtook car No 1 near 
Croydon, making typical Benz noises, but 
C. Lomax had to work on his De Dion-engined 
quad, a sort of four-wheeled bicycle. 

‘Tyre trouble is rare on the Brighton Run, 
but H, L. Wilson was mending a puncture on 
Mrs Lightfoot’s Panhard at Croydon while 
G. W. Rothwell was similarly afMicted in the 
Cudeli De Dion at Purley. traffic lights. We 
‘were here overtaken by P. H. Pointer’s power- 
ful Wolseley, with Colin Chapman as pas- 
senger, but P. G. Newens was peering as in 
wonderment at the tiny engine of his Toledo 
Steamer and S. O. Ripley was enjoying the 
exhaust whistle of his 1903 De Dion. 

‘We overtook K. Elder's 1899 Benz in the 
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usual cloud of steam, but Peter Hampton's 
60 hp Mercedes flew past the Panhard with a 
S-litre bellow from its exhaust, whereupon 
G. Black's De Dion suddenly emitted that 
dying gurgle that says “inlet valve” to the 
veteran car enthusiast. Bob Gregory's Darracq 
Flying Fifteen was seen travelling at its usual 
high speed, but the De Dion of S. Richards 
came to a standstill in the middle of the 
road, with traffic passing on both sides. 

The steep hill out of Redhill called for bot- 
tom gear and gave my crew a chance to pass 
round the bottle. Tom Lightfoot's Mercedes 
overtook us at Gatwick Manor, with the 
thunder of his exhaust behind him, then the 
skies became dark, the wind blew a gale, and 
the rain fell in torrents, turning to hail which 
arrived horizontally, cutting the unprotected 
faces of the unfortunate automobllists 

The wind blew as t'wad blown its last, 
‘The rattlin’ showers rose on the blast. 

Which Is what Robbie Burns wou:d have 
said if he had been with us. I think many of 
the other competitors must have dashed for 
shelter, for we travelled for mile after mile 
almost’ without seeing another veteran car. 
©. Bennett parked his De Dion, but perhaps 
he was sheltering from the rain, and the 
1898 ‘Stephens, which had been going mag- 
nificently, also’ stopped in the downpour. As 
the rain at last eased, Bill Cooke's Argyll 
soundly trounced the Panhard on one of the 
mountains near Brighton. The thermos of hot 
soup, which Castrol gave us, helped us to 
survive the British weather. 

‘On the earlier part of the journey the police 
had handled the heavy traffic splendidly, but 
the storm cleared the spectators and I ‘have 
never had such an easy run into Brighton. 
Throughout, we were treated with the greatest 
courtesy by the drivers of modern cars, ex- 
cept for one, which very nearly brought about 


Baron J. O. Raben-Levetzau and his 1900 2-cylinder Decauvitte. 


our destruction. 1 have plenty of angry wit- 
nesses and the number is in my notebook if 
the police are interested. 

‘At the time of our arrival, 11.33 am, at the 
Madeira Drive, barely half a dozen cars had 
finished, though I was delighted to see that 
Bill Lake had brought the Paris-Vienna racing 
Mors in successfully. Refilling the oll tanks, we 
set off after a few minutes on the homeward 
journey. Meeting the rest of the entry coming 
in, we could see that the percentage of 
finishers, before the fatal hour of 4 pm, would 
be high. E. Pilmore-Bedford’s "Wolseley 
stopped on Pyecombe Hill, L, Gleave's Speed: 
well also needed attention, and G. E. Mawer’ 
Oldsmobile ran back after. stalling on a 
gradient. N. H. Cullen was winding his Hum- 
Berette hopefuily at Sayers Common but it 
was a long time since breakfast and so we 
stopped for an excellent lunch at  Stroods 
Motel. 

Rejoining the Brighton Road at 2.30, we 
saw the people who would have to hurry to 
make it in time. W. G. Fletcher's Wolseley 
wat at Hickstead and R, S. Miles’ Benz had 
lost one of its solid ‘rubber tyres, while 
J. D.C. Allen was winding his Oldsmobile 
in desperation. P. J. Morgan's 1904 De Dion 
was travelling fast and perhaps stood a chance, 
but B. W. Garrett's Lutzmann, struggling at 
@ snail's pace up a hill near Bolney, was 
probably going to be late yet again. R. L. 
Hubbard, ‘in the other 1896 Lutzmann, had 
not even reached Gatwick at 3.15 and that, 
T'm afraid, was that. As for Cole's Benz, which 
had had its first breakdown on Westminster 
Bridge, the sands of time were running out at 
Crawley as frantic men struggled in vain, 

The standard of reliability was remarkably 
high and of the 244 cars which came under 
starter's orders, only 23 failed to clock in 

ithin the time limit 
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Escort Group I! Shelt 
Very special, new for 74 


Cepri Rear Window 
Uouvres—Sale price 


Bilstein Racing Shock 
Absorbers. Race and Rally 
New and Secondhand Offers 


Crown Wheel and Pinions most 
ratios £22.75 retail 
All loss 334% 


Ford Escort Racing Front Disc 
Belis for F.l. Discs £20 


Secondhand Racing Seat 
Harne: £3 each 


1 1980 cc 1974 BDA Racing Engine 
5 hours’ running only 
£500 off list price 


3 2-litre BDA RHO Racing 
Exhaust Manifolds 
To clear 


Many Cibie Lamps to clear 
List loss 60" 

10 sets secondhand 3-litre V6 
Capri Standard Pistons 


BOA—ZF/Taunus Axle Rally 
Propshafts, one month only 
£18.80 each 


BDA parts as follows 
Pair SCA 6 Cosworth Cams 

Pair DAI Cosworth Cams 

Pair Development Broadspeed Cams 
3 pairs Cosworth LI Cams 

Pa:r Fi secondhand Cosworth Cams 
1 only BD3 Inlet Cam 


Hi Capri Shell 
complete and painted 


Road Rally and Race 
Camshafts. Retail price 
£16.80 and £18.50 each 
(No trade, individuals only) 


Many 5} J Steel Ford Rims 
with and without tyres 


Ex'Team Brosdspeed Minilite 
Rims with or without new 
and used tyres 


6 Sets Ford Stee 
Main Caps 

5 Lockheed and Girling 
Servos 


Many fibreglass Escort Boot 
and Bonnet Panels, new and 


secondhand €2 wach 


2“ Brosdspeed ” Escort 
Car Covers 


5 Pairs 360 Ib Progressive 
Race Front Race Springs, 

Escort, to suit Bilstein 

Front Struts 

Escort Front Grilles 

NEW £1.50 each 


20 Standard Capri Water Pumps 
Escort Group !! Oil Tanks 


Boot Mounted. To clear £19 each 


Race Escort Lola T70 Wiper 
Motors Otters 
2 SuperVee Starter Motors 


Brand new £2 each 


1850cc BDA Long 
Distance Engine, Idea! 
Group WW ETC 


1 1098 cc BMC Sprite 
Engine, H/Comp "S" Cam 
Double V/Springs, ete 


Hundreds of Racing Col 
Springs, various rates and 
types, new and used, from 


All stocks of new and used 
Racing Tyres to be sold, 

All mixes, compounds and types 
Firestone and Dunlop, etc, from £5 


1 complete latest spec 
SuperVee Racing Engine 
in component form 


Krooklock Safety Device 


5 Lucas Special Racing 
Dynamos 


To suit 28 V6 Capri Engine 
Crank, Carb, Pistons and 
Distributor 


The following Weslake Capri 
Race Engine Spares 

Sump, O\| Pump, Fuel Pump, 
Toothed Belts, 6 Packs Main 

and Big End Bearings, Water 
Pump Pulley, Clutch Release 

Arm, Race Distributor, Cam 
Followers, High Capacity Wate 
Pump. Head Gaskets, Sets of 
Valve Springs. Injectors, Twin 
Plate Clutch Front Cover and 
Water Pump, Pair Rocker Covers, 
Pair Weslake Cylinder Heads, 
Slide Assembly Cam Drive Wheel, 
ete otc 


There are literally thousands of spares available, mostly Ford, far too numerous to mention. Other parts being sold are as follows: 


ZF Gearboxes and spares, Bracing Bars, LHO Rack and Pinions. 


Oil Pumps, Bell Housings ZF/BDA, ZF/Capri 3 Litre, ZF/RS2600, 


ZF/Wesiake, etc, Fuel Tanks, Rollover Bars, Shells, new and used Engine Spares and Race Engine Components. Come and see 


for yoursett, 


HOURS OF OPENING: Saturday, November 9, 1974 9.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 10, 1974 10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 


Major items over £200 may be reserved by telephoning Chris Bodsworth on 092-681 3191 
before 5.30 p.m., Thursday, November 7, 1974. (Note, all parts on sale, subject to being 
unsold.) 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHANIMVARKS. 
TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 
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BROADSPEED 


OFFER FOR SALE 


ne mtted with, roll, over bar. special inner rear 
eel arch panels. The shell ‘itself is a specially f wheel arch ‘lther stool or aluminium or 
But shell made tor us’ by Ferd Motor Go Ltd fibrogiaes. Price around £900 


THEIR TWO HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 1974 
CASTROL ANNIVERSARY Core Lill 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE SPRINT : 


RACING SALOONS 


£4000 each 
c/w NORMAL RACING SPARES 


Enquiries to: 
R. D. BROAD or 
E. MANDLEY 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHAM WARKS. 
TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 


Improve the oil in 


You can improve the protective power £ 
of the oil in your engine now by simply 
adding a pint or quart of Shell Super 
Multigrade. 

Fact: Your engine tries to destroy 
oil as soon as you put it in. Fast-moving 


reduce their protective power. This is 
called, shear effect’. 

Shell Super Multigrade contains a 
special new additive, christened ‘muscle 
molecule’, which effectively eliminates 
shear effect and keeps the oil in grade 
and giving powerful engine protection 
right from oil-change to oil-change. 

So effective is the ‘muscle molecule” 
that even a pint or two of the Shell Super 
Multigrade oil that contains it will 
improve the protective power of the oil 
in your sump immediately. 

When your next oil-change comes 
around, get 100%, Shell protection 
by switching completely to Shell Super 
Multigrade. 


your engine now 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


BRIAN REDMAN WINS 


USAC /SCCA F5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Congratulations and thank you for 
upholding the good name of Lola Cars for 
many years. Best wishes also to Carl Haas 

and Jim Hall for a great team effort. 


LOLA CARS LTD. 
Glebe Road, St. Peters Hill, Huntingdon 
Telephone: Huntingdon 51301 


Purely personal 


TONY POLLOCK 


Tony Pollock has just completed his second 

full season in FF. He hopes that his petitions 

are more successful than his racing which 
yems to have hit a "low." Broke, but un- 

owed, he will continue to race ni 

‘even if he doesn’t 


point, During the past thr 
has been lifted out of the 


‘school image, 
‘and presently provides some of the closest 


and ‘most exciting be seen on 
British circuits. 
Under the present rules the cars have 
ached a level of development where they 
cannot be made to go any faster, and now 
with the banning of Torinos, the ‘effect will 
be to reduce the lap speeds by a fair sized 
in, and place all lap records for ever out 
ich, @ prospect which I find unacceptable. 
T would ‘the Torino was a fiddi 


to ban it arbitrarily Is a retrograde si 
stone have now taken the only course open 
to them and ceased production, so it would 
Seem that the Torino has gone for ever. 
Which brings me to the point, Where do we 
0 from here ? 

The 1975 rules will require us to step down 
to "real" road tyres which undoubtedly will 
produce a financial saving, but that in itself 


ie Insufficient, We must remember that FF 
may be a junior formula, but there is nothir 
junior about the cars, The modern sing! 


Seater is the car in its simplest and yet most 
complex form, and it is very sensitive to 
minute changes in geometry, weight transfer 
and tyres, etc. It is not for nothing that all 
Facing tyres are of crossply construction as 
this has proved to be the best for the job. 
‘Yet how many road-going tyres are available 
which are suitable for the purpose ? (Will the 
jntleman from Melksham please sit down.) 
it. FF is destined to be 


have actively 
opposed the banning of Torinos through & 


‘As most of you know, I 


pet ing for which enabled me 
to talk ‘to a great many FF competitors, and 
with very few exceptions the main thought 
was “why not racing tyres?” Support for 
this was so overwhelming from the 160-odd 
people who signed, that I investigated the 
problem, so that I could put the case accu- 
Fately because one cannot bolt on a set of 
racing tyres and get stuck-in as some com- 
petitors have already found out. 

‘The main problems are as follows: First 
some current FF ch: ick the torsional 
rigidity to absorb the greater loads imposed 
by racing tyres. This could result in incor 
sistent handling characteristics, but in these 
cases the constructors should be able to help, 
possibly with a frame modification. 

‘Secondly, do we have slicks and wets or an 
intermediate tyre? Slicks are undoubtedly the 
ultimate and can be produced in a com- 
pound hard enough to last the average driver 
at least 10 races, maybe more depending on 
such variables as speed, surface, temperature, 
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‘etc, but one would need to lash out for two 
sets of tyres immediately (one set of each at 
£33 per tyre, around £264). Bearing in mind 
ally on a dry or damp track, 
ally wet, this could mean either 
Durning up a lot of wets at €132 per set or 
risking slicks on @ slippery track. One result 
is great expense, the other dangerous ; and 
neither is compatible with the philosophy of 
FF. If an intermediate tyre is specified then 
fone would still need co keep one set for 
wet as the greater tread depth would give an 
advantage, but one need not buy both sets at 
‘once, $0 spreading the financial load. This is 
‘also’ reasonable solution to the damp or 
drying track problem. 

‘Thirdly, you could throw away your list of 
gear ratios, as few, if any, would be usable. 
‘The 7.3in Torino has a diameter of 23.7 in 
new or 23.3 in when in “demon” condition 
The modern slick is around 20 in in diameter 
or less when worn. Allowing for about 10 
ratios being needed if you are to be com- 
petitive, this means an immediate outlay of 
around £100 for new ratios (€9.75 each), 
alternatively a move to the 10/31 CWP ratio 
(€48.50) will save most of them, but two or 
three will still need changing, so say £80 for 
this method. Moving to real road tyres will 
entail ratio changes anyway due to the I 
diameter, so you don’t escape this one en- 
tirely, whatever happer 

Fourthly, current racing tyres are not made 
for rim widths of under 6in so you would 
also need new wheels. So the ideal racing 
tyre for FF should meet the following criteria 
1, It must be of intermediate design; 2, It 
must fit a 54 in x 13 in steel rim in 6.5 in and 

3, It must be faster than the 
Torino; 4, It must cost no more than the 
average man currently spends on Torinos ove! 
less if possible. QUESTION 
tyre exist? ANSWER — Y. 
that we are prepared to do what 
we have done in other formulae and specity 
particular tyre and manufacturer for the 
on, then a current tyre to meet the above 
ia could be produced. It would also 
have the advantage of being " almost 
from square one, and remain fi 
like Torinos which take a lot of wear (or 
Surform) to come right and after one or two 
are finished. So not only do we 
‘but more effective life. The © 
475/925 Rally Speci 


tally/Racing (re 
ily for tarmac stages. The c 
slick but for 
competitors one set will last for a whole sea 
son, and few competitors will require more 
than two sets. 1 spent over £300 on Torinos 


this year so 1 would 
season at current. pric 

save hundreds of pounds. At the moment 
475/925 is made in only a 22.7 in diameter 
which would be good for fronts,” but if this 
were adopted as the one specified tyre, then 
Goodyear are prepared to produce a 7.3 in size 
to fit our rear wheels as well. What is more, 
the 475/925 Rally Special (not to be confused 
with the road-going radial Rally Special) is 
produced in two popular rim sizes (10 in and 
13 in) just like its road-going counterpart. 
What applies to Goodyear equally applies to 
Dunlop, and the others who should 

given equal chance to offer their recom: 

tions on the same basis if they s0 choose, 

1 am grateful to Tony Githome of Goody 
for helping me to get my facts right. 

There is one other problem which applies 
to all race tyre manufacturers, and that is 
production. If 350 FF competitors each order 
two sets of tyres between now and March, 
that is one helluva lotta tyres for a small 
‘operation to produce, and it can’t be done in 
time for 1975 without gre 
Firestone have said that th 


jock of Torinos and I am sure that they 
would like to sell them, rather than let them 
rot. So I suggested that the RAC do not 
the rules for 1975 but them 
between now and the end of the 
yn get together with the tyre manu: 
facturers to work out the details of a deal 
along these lines, which would then give the 
* chosen one" time to build up his production. 
To be sure 1975 would not be terribly 
factory, but at least we could stick it out in 
the knowledge that better things were coming; 
and if Firestone are unprepared to continu 
their discount scheme, then the RAC cai 
always apply the simple solution, only thi 
time with the full agreement of the FF com: 
petitors. (Incidentally, if Firestone really hav 
got large stocks of Torinos then surely th 
price should remain stable throughout the 
Season ?) 
‘The Formula Ford Festival is the largest 
ingle gathering of Formula Fordsters of the 
season, and takes place over a Saturday and 
a Sunday. It is therefore an ideal opportunity 
to call a meeting in the bar after practice 
with all those entered, plus any others con- 
cerned, to spend an hour of 0 to talk about 
im sure that the RAC will give a fair 


constructors, 
Avrosroxr for the opportunity 
subject. 


Would the racing be closer and cheaper if Formula Ford used racing tyres? 


>= a 
— 


————— 


Correspondence 


Taking stock 


‘As this season draws 10 a close and the 
major FF Championships have now been re- 
solved (whether satisfactorily or not must rest 
with the individual), maybe it is time to cake 
stock of the situation. This has been my first 
full season of being involved on the competi- 
tor’s side of the “ sport,” and during it I have 
learnt an enormous amount, both practically 
and. politically. 

Obviously the overriding question of this 
season has been the matter of engine legality. 
At the beginning of the season, I think it would 
have been fair to say that most people wel- 
comed a stricter control on this matter, but, 
T wonder are they “happy with the results 

It would appear that once again, the RAC 
have over-reacted to the situation. As far as I 
am concerned, Richard Morgan Is the cham- 
pion whether the points table indicates this 


OF not. His cocl, intelligent approach both on 
fand off the track have proved his ability 
beyond any doubt 

Although in such a competitive formula 


there is inevitably going to be a degree of 
back-biting, it has been noticeable from the 
Inside that the majority of the ill-ceeling which 
has existed has emanated from one small 
minority group. One doesn’t hear complaints 
Openly voiced about Syd Fox, s:ill competing 
and winning in FF races; I was of the opinion 
that FF was for up-and-coming young drivers 
anxious to progress to the higher formulae 
‘Syd was winning races in Lola and Lotus 
sports races 10 years ago, 

Whilst not a flerce advocate of unions, 1 
feel K is high time that the organisers, com: 
petitors, constructors and tuners got together, 
50 that any points of contention may be aired 
and solved amicably, before next season starts. 

‘With an average minimum investment for 
‘a season in excess of £2,000, surely FF, which 

grown to be the backbone of club sport, 

‘some degree of active profession: 
alism, and not the petty vindictive squabbling 
that now exists. 

So please gentlemen can we have some 
sanity before the rot sets in and the sport 
suffers in general 
CLAPHAM, LoNDon SW4. 


Davin Mani 


True reflection? 


Congratulations to Emerson Fittipaldi on his 
second World Championship and victory over 

say Regazzoni in America. 1 feel that for 
the sake of motor racing the right man won. 
Not that T have anything against. Regazzoni 
he is a fine competitive driver, but he only 
managed to win one race this year, and that 
was only his second championship victory 

The name of the game is winning and the 
championship should reflect this. When one 
looks back. one remembers Fangio, Moss, 
Clark and Stewart for the races they won and 
not for the points they accumulated in finish- 
ing down the field. Moss must go down as the 
unluckiest driver of all when, in 1958, he won 
four championship races only to lose the title 
to Hawthorn on points, although the latter 
had won one race only. 

Whatever the sport, any competitor will 
tell you, it is far harder to win once than to 
come second a dozen times. Ask any Open 
Golf Champion, a Derby winner, or an 
Olympic Gold Medallist 

1 feel the championship should be changed 
to provide a more accurate assessment of @ 
driver's potential and to put each year into a 
better perspective. The champion should be 
the man who wins most races. In the case of 
two or more men winning an equal number of 
races, then one can use their placings to 
determine the winner, and so on down the 
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field. For example, this year's final champion- 
ship table would read thus 

Tst, Emerson Fittipaldi (3 wins, 2 seconds) ; 
2, Ronnie Peterson (3 wins, 1 third, 1 fourth) : 


for light relief, so come on AvrosPoRT give 
the customers what they want, after all it can 
only do you good in the long run, 

‘Don't let motoring screws put one over on 


3, Carlos Reutteman (3 wins, 1 third, 1 sixth) : 


you. I understand they have offered Evans a 


4 Niki Lauda @ wins, 3 seconds); 5, Jody 


rive in their FI typewriter for next year. 


Scheckter (2 wins, 2 seconds) ; 6, Clay Regaz- 


Cuxton, Kent. ALAN A. CRAGG 


zoni (1 win, 4 seconds); 7. Denny Hulme (1 
win, 1 second) ; 8, Patrick Depailler (1 second, 
1 fourth) 

Such a list would, I think, give a much 
better indication of what happened in the year 
just past, and this method of scoring would 
prevent te farcical situation which could arise 
When a driver could win the World Cham: 
pionship and yet never win a Grand Prix. 
MALMEsBuRY, WILTS, EJ. Livre. 


Support... 


Dear Reedahs, Ahs juss bin reedin dis ere 
articall by Meester Peter Effins an pussahn- 
ally speakin, I fink it be a damn cryin shame, 
that such an eminant riter wiv such litary 
peris-o-wisdom shoold only be ritin for sum 
“Clubmans sooper sports register” that I 
pussahnally av nefer ofan erd of. 

‘So wy shoold he rite for theese er peeples 
an not be arsed by Avrosrorr so rite a lot 


more of da perls of litary ritins wot we cood 
ail enjoy. Allyloolyer. 

This er breff of fresh hair is juzz wot we 
wont {0 sea in Cur AUTOSPORT mageczine, SO 
mmeny ‘of the "coryspondants ite 
ni 


i dis 
rOSPORT waz juss a mhager2 funeral 
eras at a church yard, wift a witch doctor 
dancin the last rites, 

Now cum on Mr Edita sir, arse Mr Peter 
Evans to rite for uss much more often so we 
can all laff more often a the antics of the 
clubb drivers and officials that drop. A 
down drivers armpits an up thar trumpets. 
Aliyloolyer 

Fank you da very much Mr Evans fer yer 
reely good reedin and ritin and pleeze pleeze 
igive uss sum mor. 


Mancave, Kext, Tony “Awe Buopte 
AP act 
1 wish to complain inthe strongest 


possible terms about the dreadful 
writen by Peter W. Evans in your 
Personal column last week 

T wish to emphasise that as a regular 
formula Clubman’ driver, I was astonished 
and not a little dismayed at Mr Evans’ un- 
warranted and vie.ous atcacks on one of 
motor racing's finest scrutineers, namely Fred 
Matthews, whose unselfish and laborious 
efforts to help every competitor in Britain 
adhere stric:ly to the letter of the law, has 
made motor racing what k is today, a mess! 

Keep up the good work, Fred! 

CALDWELL SarYTHE, 

Arciway, Loxpon N19. 


article 
nurely 


...the General 


FANTASTIC ™ is just about the only super- 
tive that can be used to describe Peter 

FANTASTIC Purely Personal in last 
week's AuTosPort. 

‘Wake up, Aurosrorr, an accident robbed 
you of “From the Cockpit” and the Bear's 
retirement will no doubt rob you of “From 
Behind the Wheel.” it would seem that you 
have a newly made and, dare I suggest. a 
better replacemen: in Mr Evans. 

‘With the Sport becoming progressively 
more and more professional and with all the 
Sour news we are subjected to through the 
media, Peter Evans’ writing style would make 


1 am writing to point out a minor error con- 
cerning the new Ferrari 312T Formula One 
car. In Pit and Paddock of Avtosront dated 
October 10, it is stated that inboard front 
dise brakes are incorporated. This is definitely 
not the case, as outboard discs are still 
Utilised at the front 

‘The photograpk under which the caption 
appears does, I agree, show inboard disc 
brakes, but, unless Enzo has caught us all 
fon the hop again, and plumped for a front 
engine and front’ wheel’ drive configuration, 
this is the rear of the car, 

However, congratulations are due for a 
great magazine, and a most uncharacteristic 
boob! 


West Bromwich. RICHARD CLAY HARMAN. 


...make mistakes 


During. the course of the past few weeks, it 
seems as though your magazine's coverage of 
the smaller motor sport events has been 
nothing but pure fiction, as having attended 
Several of the events reported in the past few 
weeks, I have found it impossible to believe 
that your correspondent has been in the same 
place at the same time. The rot began with 
the report of the penultimate round of the 
RAC Sprint Championship at Yeovilton where 
not only did many of the class times and 
placings bear little resemblance to the actual 
result, but the course was even moved from 
Somerset to Dorset by your correspondent. 
This, however, pleased some competitors 
whose computed average speed to the mee 
ing, complete with trailer was quicker than 
that ‘achieved by their competition cars at 
the event, taking into account the moving of 
the venue, without planning permission, need- 
less to add. 

Then there was the wonderful saga of the 
final Gurston Down meeting of the season 
where, according to your correspondent, 
Roger Willoughby's time in the 42 s range 
was BTD decpite a great 40 6 chmb by David 
Franklin, We presume that as Franklin is in 
the mator trade, the cus:omary 8 per cent 
VAT was added’ to his time to level things 
out a bit, not to mention those fortunate 
Competitors at Gurston who your correspond- 
ent took pity on and reduced their time by 
as much as six seconds. All in all this report 
to any hillclimber made very little, if any, 

Finally, your correspondent at the Wrough- 
ton Sprint (could it possibly have been Peter 
“Abin” Evans?) must have been disitlu. 
where after two and a half miles of pureuX 
Sioned, for to add to the unexciting sprinting 
racing’ cars were separated by the vast 
‘margin of half a second, there was not even 
a bar from which to report “That it were a 
dul ole sprynte” but no doubt that “Fron de 
bog it lokkee like Rob Turdbin he beat up 
that Junty Watsisname, 

‘The Wroughton event, as agreed by amost 
everyone present, was one of the best club 
sprints of the year. To publish a report which 
made it seom like a dull and uninteresting 
event is about as far removed as you can get 
from the truth and to many competitors is a 
gross injustice to the organising club whose 
efforts were first-class. Please, next year can 
we have accurate reports, or failing that, just 
the results, as reports fike the above-men- 
tioned three are only harming club motor sport, 
not helping it. 

Hoxrieto, BristoL. 


Granam MrrcHELt. 
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SOUTHERN ORGANS 
ATLANTIC CHAMPION 


—-- || ee 


Our Congratulations 
to 


JIM CRAWFORD 


and our thanks to all the Atlantic drivers and 


entrants for making the series so successful, and 
to our joint sponsor Motor Circuit 

Developments Ltd. 

SOUTHERN ORGANS INTERNATIONAL 


The Music People 
31 Bishopric, Horsham, Sussex. 
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a) 
ick Weir leading Mike Freeman and John 


with 


The exciting Mexico event Waterman. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Jones loses out to Crawford 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS Photos by KEITH RANDALL 


‘Alan Jones’ yotten luck struck him 

Hatch meeting on Sunday in the fin 

ip, which he seemed to have sewn wi 

inkage once again had him locked in fourth gear just as it did at the Motor Show 

‘with a championship to his credit 

after all, following a very late challenge. The Triplex production saloon car round featured 
another ‘close finish, with both Alan Minshaw and Derrick Brus 

many points as possible. Brunt's “low” differential, which has been 


‘on the outcome of Bernard Vermilio's tribunal David Minister's appeal. The Mexicos 
Provided a very close race with Mike Freeman winning while John Homewood had a hard 

fight to keep Jeff Ward back in the Kent Messenger special saloon round. Finally, our man 

Chris Witty silenced his critics by not only gaining pole position in the AUTosronr versus The 

Rest ShellSport Mexico race, but led his very first race throughout, despite challenges from 

‘Rex Greenslade while Ian Phillips kept down Avrostorr's points by taking third. 

‘more, we took the team prize, too. 

‘Tne Britax production saloons came first and 
explained, Minshaw and Brunt had to score 
many as they could to keep the other at 
iy. On pole, however, was the Camaro of 

John Brindley with John Olding in a similar 

car beside him. Alongsid 

ubiquitous Barrie Williams having a Tun in one 

of the Halesfield Hillman Hunters with Tony 

Lanfranchi scheduled for the other, only he 

was a reserve. Rex Greenslade and Jock 

Robertson were both quicker than Derrick 

Brunt in the London Car Radio Centre and 

Marshall Wingfield Vauxhall Magnums and 

Brunt was one row back with Malcolm West's 

Camaro and Adam ‘Marina for com- 

pany. next row led the 

E260 to £11308 while the: bargain basement 

lass were to race later with the Mexicos. 

It was Williams who took off for the best 
rt, but by the bottom of Paddock, Brindley 

‘was leading followed by Williams, then a wee 

ap to Olding, Robertson and Greenslade. Old- 

ing got by Williams on Bottom Straight, and 
the two Camaros proceeded to pull away to 
their first and second places as they stood. 
Meanwhile, Williams, over the next two laps 
was slowly ‘caught by a battle comprising 

Greenslade, Robertson and Brunt, who were 

joined by Malcolm West's Camaro, which had 
slow start. Farther back, Gerry Marshall had 

command of his class, but on lap three, as he 
was passed by the Camaro of Brian Rice, the 
two cars tangled after Rice tried the narrow 
side of the road on Top Straight, and Mar- 


shall's car, for which there was a bank draft 
already made out by Bill Sydenham, was left 

sorry mess against the Armco. Rice con- 
tinued. On lap five Williams succumbed to 
Greenslade then, two laps later, Robertson 
got by. West got by on lap eight as did 
Tony Shaw's Southern Organs Capri, but 
Brunt was left in fourth place in the class, 
while in the smaller class, Minshaw’s Demon 


The unlucky Alan Jon« 


‘Tweeks Avenger held at bay that of David 
Vizard throughout, and this was enough for 
Minshaw to win the championship, with Brunt 
winning his class while West scooped enough 
points to win his. Every lap record was 
Broken or equalled by the ever-improving 
Trevor Moore, Greenslade, Rice and Brindley. 

Torrential rain stopped the first BOC For- 
mula Ford practice, but the BRSCC found time 
later to let them out again for 10 m. Richard 
Morgan, naturally, was on pole, once again 
with fellow Crossie driver Frank Hopper be- 
Side him, though 1.2 behind, with Bernard 
Vermilio alongside. Matthew Argenti and Rob 
Wicken made up row two with Richard Haw- 
kins, Tiff Needell, the fastest man in the wet 
session next and Syd Fox on row three. Cham- 
pionship contenders, depending on appeals, 
‘Stephen South, Patrick Neve and Mike Young 
were farther back 

‘At the start, Vermilio led fractionally, but 
Hopper was first into Paddock, with Morgan 
too grabbing a place from Vermilio, then 
Argent, Rob Wicken and Fox. Morgan, got 
by Hopper on lap two up the hill as 
though the Irishman ws 
Hopper got back again at Clearways to 
lap’ two, while Fox had passed Wicken and 
Argenti for third with Vermilio second. So 
‘where was Morgan ?; in the bank at Kidney. 
After considerable prompting, Morgane 
plained that it was his own mistake and the 
tar virtually retired although he did come 


‘out again for a few laps. However, on lap 
four, Hopper went off at Druids to’ drop to 
12th, but the excitement of leading seemed 


almost too much for Vermilio, and he promptly. 
‘went off at Bottom, rejoining quickly, but not 
quickly enough and Fox was through to the 
Tead. Behind, Argenti kept up the chase, then 
South and Tiff Needell having got by Wicken. 

With Fox pursued by Vermilio up front, 
and Argenti next, South got by and was re: 
taken again by Needell, only to spin on the 


seventh lap at Bottom. Needell got another 
place two laps later when Argenti went off, 
too, $0 now Needell was followed by White 
in fourth and the ever-charging Hopper who 

‘do- 


had made up well. Up front, Vermilio w. 
ing all he could to catch’ Fox, but 
finish there was a of 28 and 
traught Vermilio. On examination, It 
closed that a pick-up point had broken on 
the front suspension which 

front wheel to flap about. Str: 
the same thing was happening 
which allowed Hopper to climb right back up 
to third, a phenomenal effort. Needell, whose 
front corner wouldn't have lasted many more 
laps, was fourth, White fifth and Hawkins 
sixth. With his new parental responsibilities 
of a son born the previous week in 

Patrick Neve was seventh, having avoided 
very hairy moment of Rob Wicken's on Bottom 


to Needeli 


Sport for the taking of any 
one of seven drivers, with Ray Mallock lead:ng. 
the championship from Alan Jones, Jim Craw- 
ford, Ted Wenta, Geoff Frizwel:, John 
Nicholson and Dave Morgan. 


in the Custom Made/Harry Stiller March. 
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On pole for the 20 lap race, with a 
fantastic effort, was Alan Jones’ who has 
had such rotten luck recently. Ik was 
‘due to. the fantastic work of the March 
mechanics that he was there at all, 
for in practice on Wednesday he dinged 
the Custom Made/Harry Stiller March 74B 
sufficiently to necessitate a new tub. The 
whole car was rebuilt in two days, and his 
52.8 in the wet was a credit to ali of them 
for it was 0.85 faster than the next man, 
Ray Mallock in the Chequered Flag/Marshali 
Wingfield Brabham. John Nicholson completed 
the front row, while Jim Crawford was on his 
‘own on the next row with Fred Opert’s Chev- 
ron B27, for Peter Wardle had dinged the 
Surtees sufficiently to cause a non-start. Dave 
Morgan, tired from a night's work on his 
Chevron was on the third row with the Chev- 
rons of Nick May and Derek Cook for com- 
pany. Trying a new tweek on the Wella 
‘March was Ted Wentz, with the rear roll bar 
disconnected for extra traction, but it didn't 
appear to work, Val Musetti, Tony Trimmer 

‘Alex Ribeiro and Geoff Friswell were other 
fancied runners farther back. 

‘Alan Jones got a real flyer at the start and 
had quite a lead over Ray Mallock early on 
lap one, but Mallock had Crawford, Morgan, 
‘Wentz and Nicholson for company, while Trim: 
mer and Ribeiro conspired to mangle the GRD 
at Kidney after the latter spun. With Jones 
pulling out a really healthy lead, the second- 
placed bunch fought hard, with Mallock keep- 
ing them at bay until Crawford got by at 
Kidney, while Morgan took Wentz a 1a 
and then really closely challenged Matlock, 
these two going round Paddock together with 
their rubbing wheels causing sparks, Real old 
FS stuff 

‘Crawford slightly des 
ashe was pushed by Morgan, 
dropped back slightly to Wentz and Nichol- 
son. Nick May was putting up his usual good 

show in seventh in front of Friswell and the 
dicing Cook and Musetti 

Battle, by ‘half distance, was joined for 
second and third, and fourth, fifth and sixth, 
‘The second-placed one was’ wittling Jones! 
lead away at about 0.58 per lap. but he 
wasn't’ worried yet. Finally, Crawford got 
away from Morgan anyway, but behind, Wentz 
was given a shock by Nicholson, for with 
half a gap open, the New Zealander used it 
and shot up the inside at Druids to challenge 
Mallock for the rest of the race but did not 
ting by. Wentz held sixth to 
Nick May, Friswell, Cook and 
Musetti, the unlapped runners. 

However, there was a fina: cwist of fate. 
By lap 17 Crawford had narrowed the gap to 
less than 3s, but it didn’t seem possible that 
he could decrease Jones’ lead sufficiently. 
Then, suddenly, it was down to 1.58 and then 
Crawford swept by the March up the hill to 
Druids, and although Jones came back slightly, 

the victory swiped from 
‘on the last lap, for the 
running. “I could not believ 
it," said Jones with one or two more ex 
piétives. “1 just could not believe it. I thought 
ft had just jumped out of gear, 60 I tried to 
Select again. I Just could not believe it.” It 
had happened at the Motor Show 200 meeting 


Our hero—laid back ! 
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two weeks previously, and now it had hap- 
pened again, and had deprived the Australian 
of the Southern championship, which 
then went to Crawford for his second lucky 
win in eight days. 

Next along were the Motorcraft Mexicos, 
with the bargain basement class of the Tri 
Jex saloons bringing up the rear. Naturally 
‘enough, this was very close, but Colin Vander- 
vell had already annexed the championship, so 
it was all down to second place. Nick Weir 

nd: Mike Freeman started off the usual close 
icing, with Weir in front, then Freem 


who did all the dicing for first plac 
leading at first, then Freeman for a couple of 
Japs, then Weir again, then Freeman to the 
flag’ It was never that cut and dried, and 
they went round one another at Druids, side 
by side often, and sometimes with Water- 
man outside the two of them, for there was no 
doubt that he wanted to get in on the act, and 
tried some incredible lines to ascertain his 
right, Dut at the end he managed to push 
Weir out of second for the last two laps, 
although the three of them were covered by 


Jim Crawford—Southern Organs champion. 


0.45, and you don't get much closer than 
that. Gordon Rigby did well to get by both 
McGrath and the Toric car of Gordon Bruce, 
while Peter Ripley was next 

In the Triplex division, Danny Alderton had 
it all his own way in his Honda Civic spo 
sored by Rallye Auto Sport Ltd. but a 105 
penalty for a jumped start cost him his place, 
and the L and G Fire Protection Sunbeas 
Sport, the smallest car in the race, took the 
first position. Alderton got second sufficiently 
far ahead of Tony Stubbs who, none the worse 
for his roll the previous week, took third 

Finally, out came the Kent Messenger 
special saloons. This quickly became a battle 
of the Imps, with John Homewood having 
quite a difficult time with Jeff Ward's 
Greetham-powered Imp which led the first two 
laps, and Ray Calcutt fn the other Kent 

ssenger car, having Brian Prebble to keep 
‘at bay. These were the race-:ong tussles, de- 
cided in the Kent Messenger cars favour in 
both cases, one by 0.4 and the other by 0.8 


George Bevan's tmmaculately prepared new 
Imp was, in fact, joining the second bunch 
when he pitted with piston ring problems, but 
the car showed its ceeth in Bill McGovern's 
hands, and one can expect a successful future 
for the car. John Schneider, the West London 
fashion house proprietor, came sixth. Some 
fine racing in a day of surprises and few bent 


Witty the ace! 


Despite a Wittle poliical manoeuvring by all 
concerned, the AUTOsPoRT team emerged as 
the winners of the journalists’ ShellSport 
Mexico race, largely thanks to a superb win 
by ex-child’ film star and Aurosrort race 
reporter Chris Witty. Originally scheduled 
a3 a straight battle between Dealer Team 
Windsor Castle (AUrosrort) and a certain 
weekly newspaper, the management of the 
fival concern baulked at the thought of thelr 
clean-cut staff racing against the long-haired 
brigade, so it turned into an AvTOsroRT 
versus everybody challenge for a Bilabel &- 
track stereo and the magnificent. Windsor 
Castle Trophy—presented by one of the few 
Bubs left in London which still serves good 
iter. 

‘Other drivers in the race came from 
Motoring News, Motor and Autocar, but 
DTWC poleman Witty, driving in his first 
race, was unimpressed ‘and led from flag to 
flag—" It’s the only way to win,” he told me 
later in an exclusive interview. Pureued 
closely by Triplex race star Rex " Greengage ” 
(@fotor), the cool Witty held on impeccably 
while Editor Ian Phillips tigered his way up to 
third piace by passing David ("This racing is 
hardly as dull_as I thought") Hardcastle 
(Motor's Rally Ed), who in turn was pressed 
hard in the closing aps by Avrosrorr publisher 
Simon Taylor, who is well known to keen 
Paddock Bend spectators. Simon had trouble 

would only pull 
4,800 rpm—he said the tacho was faulty 
but Mrs Webb, standing in for a writer 
who chickened out, sald he had the handbrake 
on all she time. Autocar’s Jeff Daniels had 
‘wagered several quid on finishing last but was 
cheated out of the privilege by another driv 
spin. 

‘Spectator Tony Lanfranchi said, “I presume 
yellow flags don't’ mean anything to 
journalists !"" (especially Hardcastle—Ed), but 
all agreed that superstar Witty must soon 
be World Champion, Writer of the Year and 
Prime Minister. 


TONY DRON 


S Reticod Ca Te ha Se SE 
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‘The whole Toyota exercise had a very staccato 
beginning. Having spent three years heavily 
involved with the BMW (GB) Concessionaires 
and consequently Gl when it was in its early 
‘stages of rebirth, John Markey began this year 
looking at a suitable way of competing in the 
new RAC national championship which was 
now held under the RAC’s modified GI 
regulations. Markey approached Toyota (GB) 
with a view to cunning a Celica in the series 
‘but found little initial enthusiasm, one prime 
reason being a marked reluctance by the 
concessionaires in this country to infringe upon 
the factory's racing programme which was 
‘conducted from Japan. However, a “change 
in poticy" resulted in a rethink ‘but by then 
Markey had gone. Then Motor’s editor Roger 
Bell found himself lunching with Toyota's 
PR Manager David Farquhar and, “for what 
it would cost to take a half page ad in the 
Daily Express,” suggested it would be worth- 
while to venture into the saloon car series. 
Bell recommended Markey and the whole 
project was revived at rather a late stage, 20 
Fate in fact that the car missed the early 
Founds and didn’t make its debut until the 
Martini International meeting at Sitverstone in 


‘What ‘has been the Cetica’s greatest att 
bute is speed. The car is potentially 80 quick 
that its lap times on the Silverstone Grand 
Prix circuit are almost on par with the 2-litre 
‘Triumph Dolomite Sprints. Raiph Broad has 
been even heard to say that he reckons the 
car could well have been quicker had it had a 
longer development programme. 

Markey’s Dealer Team Celica started tife 

the original press demonstrator (TOY 
129M) and was given to him to prepare by 
Toyota (GB). Along with Roy Sawyer, they 
‘set up Arian Developments in Cobham, Surrey, 
and have only recently amalgamated with Mike 
Chambers and Mick Spong who were formerly 
Huron Cars. Chambers was originally with 
Cooper working on chassis design before tak 
is preparation work of GI Mazdas 
ana BMWa. The Huron name has now been 


‘Strange though it may seem, the Toyota 
Celica has been homologated as a Gl car since 
1972 (60,000 are produced per year) although 
it wasn't available for sale in "GT" trim 
until very recently in this country. Although 
‘the original car was a pushrod 1600 cc ST 
‘model, st was converted to the quicker 1600 cc 
twin-cam GT and has raced as such all year. 
Both models possess the same common block, 
pistons and crank; only the cylinder head 
is different. Everything else is identical 
although next year, larger wheel rims. and 


various other bits and pieces will probably be 


being produced ai 
standard and not trick go-faster additions 

‘The 1588 cc twin-overhead-cam engine 
produces something like 125 bhp (DIN) in 
standard form but with Ralph Broad’s firm 
undertaking the task of “blueprinting” the 
engine, it has risen dramatically to something 
in the region of 145 bhp, depending on who- 
ever you speak to. Peak power comes in 
around 7000 cpm although Markey says he's 
gone way beyond that “when I've saved = 
Bearchange " and everything remained in order. 

Broad started preparing the Celica engine 
from the British Grand Prix meeting onward, 
the car actually appearing for its first race 
with a standard unit straight out of a crate, 
The Celica averages around 12 mpg thanks 
to a pair of twin-choke downdraught Solex 
Mikune carbucettors, these being made under 
Nicence in Japan. 

‘One factor, combined with the well balanced 
power band of the twin-cam engine, is the 
car's advantageous aerodynamic shape. Markey 
told us that on the long straights of Silver- 
stone, the Celica is still pulling strongly 
whereas the Avenger runs out of breath and 
Barrie Williams verified this at the TT when 
he claimed he wasn't able to cow past Mar 
key in his Mazda. Even though the Celica is 
200 tb lighter than the Chrysler Avenger, its 
main class rival, at 1195 Ib it is still way 
off its homologated weight of 1808 1b. Markey 
isn't quite certain how the manufacturer's 
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The Toyota Celica was very reassuring on the soaking expanses of Silverstone. 


TRACK TESTS 


G1 Toyota Celica GT...and 


By CHRIS WITTY Photographs by DAVID WINTER 


As a matter of coineidene 
responsible for the final outcome of 


them, Toyota, "came very close to giving It to British Leyland while the ot 
the end. However, Toyota with thelr Celica, hay 


it Chrysler's ‘way 


loon cars were largely 
‘championship. One of 

helped pam 
made such a 


Trsact tn the 'up’o'1608 ce class during the latter half of the season, Ut locke lkely that this 
is going to be the car to beat mext year when it comes to attaining overall championship 


honours. If this Is to be th 
Markey’s Invitation 
a few days 


came to agree on their claimed figure! 

‘Standard equipment supplies the Celica with 
a five-speed gearbox and the choice of three 
fear differential ratios—3.9, 4.1 and 43:1 
Next year a 4.67 diff will be also available 


tried the 3.9 and 4.1 at Silverstone but 


couldn't find any real advantage “ 
John. 


One of the Celica's bugbears has been 
centred around the car's handling department, 
fan area where the Avengers have profited 
handsomely considering their lack of top 
end speed. Initially Markey ran the car with 
180 Ib spring rates all round and found it 
had “big oversteer™ problems. By the time 
Broad had taken charge of the engine, Arian 
had reverted to much much harder 420 Ib 
front springs and 200 Ib rears plus Bilstein 
inserts into the MacPherson front struts and 
adjustable Konis at the back end, run at 
“half soft." Coupled with the well located 
Panhard fod and twin cadius rod rear 
suspension geometry, the tandling was 
transformed." According to Markey “it 
became very good on a billlards table surface 
But as soon as you upset the line. 
This was underlined by its final performance 
at the Brands Motor Show 200 meeting where 
everyone hoped it would beat the works 
Chryster Avenger of Bernard Unett in a 
straight fight. 

Even at 1995 lb, the Gl Celica is still 
remarkably lighter than in road trim. Markey 


explained 


jpanese racing bucket seat saved something 
like 30 Ib over what had already been fitted. 
“The rain was absolutely bucketing down as 


‘case, then it was well worth our while accepting John 
a behalf of the ‘Toyota Dealer Team to try his extremely rapid Celica 
iter the Tourist Trophy at Silverstone. 


the author decided to venture out on to the 
Silverstone club circuit to sample what turned 
Out to be the delights of the hittle Celica 
The 5 in Minilite wheel rims were suitably 
clad in Michelin's latest SBS full wet tyres 
although when the weather is kinder, the 
Celica runs on Dunlop 145/530 x 13 D38 fronts 
and D15 rear 970 compound tyres. With the 
‘Open exhaust note reminding you that this 
really in a racing car despite the Gl tag and 
the engine note constantly fluctuating as you 
blip the throttle, it's “hi ho Silver and away 
we 0. 


Needless to say, most of the time wi 
spent attuning oneself ¢o driving the car as 
Quickly as possible in the wet without bein; 
a hero. For the prevailing conditions, it wai 
really @ test to sample what an easy car the 
Toyota is 40 drive in the wet and to compli 
ment ithe Michelin tyres. With water lying 
everywhere, the car proved remarkably 
smooth and providing you applied the throttle 
with an easy progressive push, it went where 
you pointed i. The S-speed gearbox proved 
extremely easy to cope with and it wasn't 
until leaving the hairpin at Becketts that the 
speed of the Celica was revealed. Bob 
Saunders was giving his club spec Gl’ Dolo- 
mite a whirl (admittedly on road tyres) but in 
straight line the Celica pulled in the BL 
machine which forced me to back off along. 
the straight thus confirming straight line 
performance. 


After a whirl of about 20 laps, where 1 
found I ‘could settle into a very easy and 
consistent groove of 1 m 20 s without 
getting alarmingly sideways, or attempting to 
brake late as the Mintex pad material was 
minimal after the TT a few days earlier, the 
first part of the day's entertainment "was 
concluded. 
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Thundering into Copse and an exciting ride for the sports editor. 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint 


A couple of weeks back our Editor I 


Phillips wrote an article about Broadspeed boss 


Ralph Broad. It more or less gave his views on the way the first season of Gf has gone 


and he’s brought to 


itish Leyland by winning the Manufacturer's Prize with his 


and each have had the pleasure of being the first to sprint home. 


Handley’s amalgamation with Aldon actually 
took place about a year ago when the 
former European Touring ‘Champion 
approached Alan Goodwin and Don Loughlin 
with a view to running and preparing his 
Dolomite all year in the RAC National 
‘Championship. it wasn't until the beginning of 
this year that Aldon managed to get their 
hands on the car. Up until that paint, 
Ralph Broad had been developing his for 
almost two months. 

In complete contrast to the Celica, the 
Dolomite bodyshell has “very poorly fitted 

according to development/design 
Loughlin. Complete gutting and 
refitting obviously required a lot of work and 
while Loughlin and regular ex-Jarier F3 race 
mechanic Neil Paton screwed together the 
shell, Bob West undertook to blueprint the 
engine and work on the gearbox. 

Basically the engine is the customary 16 
valve 2litre fed by a pair of 1 in SU 
carburettors. The ordinary standard camshaft 
isn't worth very much in extra power so 
another was fitted initially, “still complying 
to the regs" and 115 bhp was seen at the 
rear wheels. Then about halfway through the 
year, an even later cam was added and the 
power figure upped a further 12 bhp. An 
wwful lot of engine work was necessary, 
especially to the block and crank but this is 
all in compliance with the rulings, and just 
‘one of the reasons why the cost of running 
a competitive Gl car has rocketed. Budding 
saloon stars like me should start thinking in 
the region of £15,000 for a season! 

Various extra items were tried in an effort 
to get on terms with Ralph Broad’s cars: 
fan electronic ignition which quickly resulted 
in the standard system being retained while 
various length exhaust pipes were used. One 
problem the Sprint does suffer from, or did 
Initially, was overheating. Handley’s ‘car has 
always persisted in racing with the standard 
thermostat in place (an item which has left 
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{ts mark in one way or another on G1 this 
year) as Loughlin felt there was “no advan: 
tage in taking it out In fact, he reckons it 
‘would have “an adverse effect" by creating 
airlocks in the water pump as the engine 
needs an allowance of back pressure. So it 
was a question of persisting with water 
temperatures in excess of 100 degrees. 


However at Ingliston, Ralph Broad offered 
up one of his thicker core radiators which 
‘on the surface looked to be illegal. The rules 
say that the rad must be of the same 
dimensions. Ralph appears to imerpret the 
rules as the same dimensional mounting points 
and cheekily races on. That's why he wins. 
‘Anyway once fitted, Handley's Sprint suffered 
no more and in fact, toward the end of the 
Season, the Dolomites were having their 
radiators blanked off in an effort to get 
temperature. 

Moving on to the transmission, it's here 
that another novel feature of the Sprint 
exises. Coupled to the optional 4-speed 
gearbox with its wide set of ratios is the very 
Recessary overdrive which is so vital to the 
Dolomite, such 4s the large gap between third 
and fourth gears. Two diffs are available but 
the 3.45:1 is the ratio used almost universally, 
except at Ingliscon where they tled the 
4.1:1. Although John Hine has used the 4.1 
to good effect at Brands, he hangs on quite 
a few revs in doing so. However with the 
gradual move to higher profile tyres. a 4.1 
Giff_ might be a better proposition in the end. 

The overdrive switch itself was fitted on 
the door just to the right of the steering wheel 
and is activated by the efmple task of knocking 
it down for “on” and up for “off.” Mind you, 
it takes quite a bit of co-ordination as I found 
out later on. 

“We've always used the overdrive” says 
Loughlin, contrary to Broad's claims. 1 can 
be worth ewo seconds a lap and any troubles 
incurred with it have been entirely electrical 


“like wires chaffing through” 
mechanical a la Broad. 

Regarding the suspension set-up, in essence 
the following has been achieved in allowance 
with the regs to make the car handle. 
Armstrong dampers are fitted all round while 
as the season has progressed, they have 
worked in getting the car set up harder and 
now run between 400 and 500 tb springs on 
the fromt and very nearly standard 150/200 
I springs at the rear. Apparently Handley 
Prefers to play around with damper settings 
rather than move the anti-roll bars which is 
the standard fitment at the rear and slightly 
stiffer at the front. 


‘A certain amount of negative camber is 
gained at the front by removing some of the 
standard shims from the L-bracket which is 
mounted to the main subframe. The car 
possesses between 4 to 1 degree of positive 
camber as standard but the switch to negative 
is“ basically to set up the tyre temperatures,” 

The Dolomite has one particular Achilles 
heel and chat is in the braking department. 
Loughlin told us “being a basic Toledo 
bodyshell and mechanics, braking is one of its 
weaker parts. You have to be very careful 
when timing the changing of the brake fluid, 
wheel bearings and pads.” Therefore careful 
attention is paid to these items, particularly 
the hubs. Handley's Sprint runs on diagonally 
grooved front discs and have reverted back 
to Ferodo DSI pads after trying the Mintex 
variety. The wheels are che standard steel 
54 in rims clad on the customary Dunlops 
although both Michelin and Firestones we: 
tried earlier in testing. It is hoped shat larger 
rim widths would be allowed for next year. 
‘As for the overall weight, the Sprint 
homologated at 2140 Ibs and Handley's car 
weighs the same. 


With ‘half an hour of driving the Celica 
bebind me, and this time armed with Dunlop’ 
demon wets, I sallied forth unaware that it 
would prove so much hard work. After about 
two or three laps of settling down to the 
gearchanges and approximate braking points, 
the pace began to quicken. Even with these 
latest. wet tyres on, the car seems #0 
susceptible to surface changes and with Copse 
being its typical slippery sell, it certainly 
paid (for me anyway) to feed in the power 
progressively and exit in one long (lurid) 
Slide, the two outer wheels riding up con- 
tantly over the kerb, Something tells me 
Tve done that before. 


and not 


Te wasn't until half a dozen or so laps 
thar I found my seat harness was rather tight 
and this impeded my arm — movement 
Sufficiently for what I thought was the correct 
amount of opposite lock, and boy there was 
plenty of opportunity “for that. Although 
Handley grabbed direct 4th just before his 
braking point for a flooded Woodcote, I kept 
ic in overdrive 3rd and although the engine is 
usually revved to 6500 rpm, I found it easier 
(and safer) to brake a little earlier and 
save both engine and an extra gearchange, 
especially when it started to jump out of 
gear as I licked off the overdrive and the 
engine kicked back to direct drive. This 
would also happen at Copse but that was 
nothing to the excitement as one approached 
Becketts (having taken Maggotts flat out in 
overdrive third), using a convenient lake 

‘2 braking point and. fishtailing it into the 
hairpin past q startled Formula Fordster. Oh 
what a rock ape I am! To approach such a 
corner too quickly meant it was odds-on for 
a straight-on. If you got the nose in and 
fed in the right boot too soon, it was the 
wrong side of the marker cones . . . and 
that was all too frequently. Then ‘as you 
accelerated away and changed up into 3rd, 
you'd find that you'd forgouen to disengage 
the overdrive switch while sorting out your 
lurid braking moment! It was that kind of 
experience and interesting (0 know that my 
lap times were virtually identical to that 
achieved in the Celica. Only towards the 
end when I tried a little harder, did 1 get 
down into the 18 s and to be informed by 
team manager Alan Goodwin that "you were 
only about a second slower than John in 
the end.” How's that for an ego trip. 
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The Toyota Celica GT Twin-cam. 
The week-end racer for weekday driving. 


Once ina while a car comes along that 
»rything you've been looking for. Style. 
Refi 


yet refined, Ithasa 
masculine edge about its styling that is sure to 
turn every female eye. 

Beneath the bonnet there’ real twin- 
cam urge froma precision 124bhp(SAE) 
power house: 1588ccs, two twin-choke carbs 
and upto 115mph. 

Alimited slip differential lays the power 
firmly on the road—you dont want toleavea 
trail of smouldering rubber every time you 
open the throttle wi 

The Celica GT is the sort of car youcantt 
wait to get out on the open road. But whats it 
like in traffic? 

Dont worry. The Toyota twin-cam 
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engine isjust as much tuned to town driving as 
itis to the race track. 
The ToyotaG 
letting you know 
Tl arealleather-bound 
»land gear-change knob. The fz 
The gearbox has 


ining with 
‘or your comfort, 
they're luxuriously upholstered. 
Standard equipmentis very speci: 
-button radio with electro-magnetic 


aerial re full instrumentation, wide 
pressed. portswheels with radial tyres, 
Te- 


TOYOTA. The only trouble you'll have is choosing. 


TOYOTA (GB) LTD_320 PURLEY WAY, CROYDON, SURREY CRO 4X3. Te 01-681 1921 
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rear window, flow-through ventilation, four 
headlamps, reversing lights, hazard warning 
lights, cigar lighter, clock. 
Ask your Toyota dealer fora test drive. 
Ifyouask him very nicely, he might even 
be persuaded to part with one. se 


a 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Colibri sponsor the Finn-Fords 


Timo Makinen seen at Bagshot last week undertaking 13 in and 15 in 


whee 


‘Surprise eleventh hour news of 
Ford's RAC Rally team is that 
the three Finns Markku. Alen, 
Timo Makinen and Hannu Mik 
kola will all Le driving with 
their cars in the colours of 
Colibri Lighters Limited, which 
fs brown and gold. Colibri manu 
facture range of pocket and 
table lighters, plus a range of 


‘size comparison teats with Roger Clark, 


ascociated 


products 
marketed. world-wide 
pott of the 


which are 
Their sup: 
Ford works cars 
first venture igo 

sponsorship in 
motor sport. Now we know what 
JD will be giving for Christmast 
Roger Clark's car remains in the 
usual Esso Uniflo livery. 


marks their 
in:ernational 


Gold Star placings 
— Silver points 


Our apologies to the organisers 
of the Hercock Simpson .. . the 
comments that appeared in these 
columns last week referring to 
protests on that rally should of 
course have referred to the Lind- 
holme Trophy rally, BTRDA 
points after the Crystal and the 
Lindholme are subject to con- 
firmation owing ¢o the provisional 
nature of the results on the 
latter. The main stumbling block 
has been a certain Mr Maple: 
thorpe who has been dropped to 
12th from his original fourth 
place. Although he has hardly 
figured for top honours in the 
champinonship, this juxtaposition 
has been enough to rearrange 
the top three placings. Final 
positions in the Gold Star cham- 
pionship are as follows: 1, 
Batchelor, 108 points from eight 
events: 2, Baines, 83 points 
from eight’ events ; 3, Lepley, 82 
points from seven ‘events: 4, 
Bell, 80 points from eight events: 
5, Drummond, 72 points from 
five events. In the co-drivers’ 
section the situation reads 
Jenkins, 111 points from eight 
events ; Brader, 100 points from 
eight events; Harvey, 98 points 
from eight events. 

In the Silver Star road rally 
championship the situation after 
the Torbay rally last weekend 
is: 1, Roe, 66 points from four 
events; 2, Gwynne, 62 points 
from three events ; 3, Watkinson, 
G1 points from three events; 4. 
Edwards-Parton, 49 points from 
two events. The leading co-driver 
Is Forrester with 66 points from 
four events. 
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Leyland sort-out 


The re-shuffle a the “Lazy L 
fs now complete. Manager of all 


motor sport programmes involv. 
ing British Leyland cars is the 
dynamic 35-year-old Richard 
Seth-Smith, who commented: 


“our objectives are 0 
develop race and rally cars for 
customiecs and/or sponsors to 
enable them to be compecitive 
in most types of motor ¢port 
In essence, the promcrion of the 
Corporation's car products 
through motor sport participat- 


rearson ponders in the pits, 


‘Troubleshocter, Simon Pearson, 
27, who for the past year has 
greatly furthered ‘the cause of 
the successful Dolomite Sprint 
programme, will be responsible 
for recommending competi 
programmes and liaising with 
Sponsors and contracors. Other 
new faces include John Kerswill, 
who will be cleaning up the part 
service and. re-structuring the 
recail network: while Bill Price, 
who has of Ime been running 
the ST workshop, will be respon- 
sible for liaising with the 
engineering department. 


Last Datsun Dealers ride for Chris? 


It appears that Chris Sclater’s 


drive on the forthcoming RAC 
Rally may well be the last time 
we see him driving under the 

‘Rumour 


Datsun Dealers banner. 


ih 


eNO 


What plans for Sclater? 


Indicates that Datsun UK may 
well have already decided to 
withdraw from motor sport par- 
Ucipation for 1975. I is not 


Paul Faulkner getting to know 


Violet. 


known whether Nissan/Datsun, 
Japan, shares any similar world: 
wide policy but it can be assumed 
as extremely unlikely. 

Chris hhas concentrated all his 
efforts into development of the 
Violet range for serious inter- 
national rally competition during 
the year and has forfeited his 
usual year of events for sake of 
the Datsun programme, Starting 
with one car early in the year 
the 140J Violet has been exten- 
sively developed at Chris's mews 
garage premises and all the signs 
Indicate that the car is at a 
stage where it may well prove to 
be @ dark horse on the fonthcom- 
ing RAC Rally. The car has 
always exhibited a high degree of 
reliability and a major part of 
the development programme has 
been directed towards improving 
weight distribution and handling 
for. British forestry events, 
Chris's best result to date this 
year was second place overall 
with Violet on the Total Rally, 
South Africa, finishing just 25 
seconds down from Ove 
Andersson. 


his RAC Rally mount—a Datsun Dealers 
Faulkner has attended three test sessions at Bagshot. 


Spectator stage 


Wallasey MC have informed us 
that the stage they are running, 
SS5, New Brighton, is now an 
official spectator stage. It is a 
tarmac section and consists of 
two miles of closed public roads, 
all of which is readily. visible 
fram the spectator enclosures. 
Two large car parks have been 
laid on: (108/289934, “approach 
from the south; and 304924, ap- 
proach from the east). The stage 
Organisers request that specta- 
tors should not arrive before 
1030 am on the Saturday morn- 
ing. The route to the stage is 
arrowed from the MS3 and the 
Mersey tunnel. There is a small 
catch to all this service, and 
that is a charge of 50p per car, 
but this includes the official 
RAC programme. 


RAC Rally info 
with next issue 


No, we are not going to suggest 
thot “the "RAG, Tally will take 
lace completely as schedule 
ext week. However, at the 
moment there are no serious fuel 
Tanker driver strikes, petrol short 
ges, or livestock diseases on the 
Tampage as we closed for press: 
so, we are going ahead with the 
Printing of our rally pull-out 
Supplement which will be. sup- 
piled with next week's magazine. 
The guide is intended for easy 
spectating —~ casual Saturday 
sratchersas well as ardent fol- 
lowers. Our information will be 
as up to date ax we can possibly 
make it within our printing time 
tnd any last. minute, changes. to 
entries ‘or route will be included 
in Special Stage next week. 
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Special stage 


Crystal’s RAC 
team effort 


Crystal of Hull, rallye sport 
dealers for Yorkshire and Hum- 
berside are entering a team of 
Escorts in the RAC. Crystal won 
the team award last year with 
Harold Morley, Mike Jackson and 
Steve Howard (finshing 21st, 
25th, 26th, respectively). 

‘This year Morley’s place will be 
taken by Dennis Pelling. who has 
personal sponsorship from Phil- 
Nip's Electrical. His co-driver will 
be Ron Shipp, who normally 
drives the Thompson of Hull 
Vauxnall Fizenza. in Motoring 
News evens. Dennis's car will be 
fan Escort RS 1600 with a Cos 
‘worth 1800 mill. Mike Jackson's 
car will be an Escort 1300 GT 
with 16 valve BDA engine. Steve 
Howard, rally sport manager of 
Crystal, will be accompanied by 
Chris Cammack, Their car, pre- 
pared at Crystal, is the more 
formal RS 1600 with a 1700 cc 
motor as used last year. 

@ Dramatic last-minute entry for 
the RAC Is a Gl Moskvich 1500 
bearing the Hoskings of Cardiff 
Insignia, The beast will be driven 
by Mike Dale and Eddie Gander- 
ton who last year finished third 
overall in the RAC Rally Club- 
man’s class in @ Gl car. 

@ Some early news of the final 


round of the Castrol/Aurosrort 
rally champicnship is that che 
ratio of loose to tarmac. miles 
will be ten unsurfaced and 90 
tar. Public road miles will be 
kept as low as possible, and 
the organising club, Pore Talbct 
MC, wish to remind intending 
competitors that there will be 
no provision or opportunity for 
tyre changes between loose and 
tar. Servicing will be 

in ‘designated areas onl 
penai:y of exclusion for failing 
to cbey. Maximum entry will be 
90 plus reserves, and the entry 
fee is €20. Entry Secretary: David 


Williams, Treetops, 7 Pengaer 
Read, Lianelli, Dyfed (telephone 
05543 4780). 


‘The bulletin continues with a 
warning cn a new byelaw pro 
hibieing the use of range roads, 
by unauthcrised persons. Also, 
Port Talbct MC will be keeping 
a strict watch of the range roads 
and rhe surrounding tccality, ond 
any person observed practising 
er recceing will be refused an 
Soruineering for the 
will_cecupy two sessions 
R. Powells Garage, 
Lisnwrted Wells on Friday even: 
ing and early cn the Saturday 
morning cf the event, Rally 
Headquarters will be at the Abc 
nant Lake Hecel and competitors 
are advised 9 cori 
at the hotel 
250), fer accommodation as soon 
as possible, 


Bernard Darniche goes to Fiat 


Top French tarmac driver 
Bernard Darniche is to drive for 
Fiat in 1975. His first drive for 
the team will be on this year's 
Tour de Corse in December. 
Fulvio Bachelli is also confirmed 
for the team as is Segio Barbasio. 
It is strongly rumoured that 
Markku Alen will also sign with 
them as well as Walter Rohr 
who Yooks set to be European 
Champion with his Opel Ascona 
sthis year, Fiat's only loss will 
probably ‘be Lele Pinto who is 
Fumoured to be going to Alfa. 


Darniche celebrating a move. 


Rally support for James Rae 


James Rae. 


Any late sponsor wishing to reap 
benefit of the publicity this year's 
forthcoming RAC Rally is whip- 
ping-up should contact James Rae 
at Perth (0738) 25121. The Kleber 
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Wheelbase award winner of 
1973/4, James Rae is entered 
with ‘his works-loaned — full 
house” Escort RS with service 
from Frew’s Ford Rallye Sport 
Dealers, and tyres, of course, 
from Kieber. James Rae, who mis 
sed competing on the San Remo 
Rally after a rare slip by co- 
driver Henry Liddon on paper- 
work, has his car fully prepared 
from’ that rally and, with regular 
co-driver Les Marshall, is looking 
for a high placing on the RAC, 
and is keen to generate the kind 
Of publicity a sponsor desires. 
The RAC is likely to be 

last_major rally” while’ Kleber 
Scholarship winner, and the 
cash required to round-off the 
year is substantially less than in- 
volved with many other top 
Escort RS runners. It sounds like 
a very good deal to us. 


— Tour of Eppynt. 
— current points 


After 10 rounds of the Castrol/ 
Aurosrort series, and with one 
round to go, the overall driver 
and co-driver positions are as 
follows: T. Drummond, 126 
points; P. Faulkner, 116; C 


Beynon, 67; R. Miffe, 63; G.” Hill, 
58; R. Brookes, 52; J. Churchill, 
49; J. Rae and C. Curley, 40: P. 


Clarke and D. McCartney, 38; 
W. Sparrow, 37; R. Eyre Maun: 


sell, 34; J. Tordoff and J. Robin- 
son, 32; D. Agnew, 30; L. 
Richards, 25; R. Badham, 21; 
D. Banning, 20; R. Platt and C. 
Holker, 17; D. Palmby, 16; D. 
Bell, 14; P."Ryan, 13; A. Dawson 
and’ R. Chapman, 12; D. Stokes 

4 RK. James, 10; White, C. 
Grewer, J. Rhodes and G. Jones, 
8; T. Baines and J. Daker and 
R. Wooldridge, 6; F. Pierson, G. 
Hubbard, and J. McAlorum, 4; D. 
Thompson and C. Lord, 2; J. 
Jago, 1 

The ‘co-drivers line-up looks 
like this: M. Peters, 116;_D. 
Richards, 108; Roger Jones, 59; 
L. Andrews, 54; J. Brown, 5i 
K, Wood, 48; H. Scott, 38; PL 
Scott, P. Short, 32 and D. Rogers, 
32; N. Raeburn, 28; J. Platt, 2 
M.'Malcolm and N. Wilson, 23; 
A. Frazer, R. Parrot and C, Gray, 


20; R. ‘Hudson-Evans, 19; J 
Coulthard, 17; J. Tew, 15; 3 
Foden, 15; 8. ‘Mifle and’ F, 
Gallagher, 13; A, Butt and 1 


Maxey, 12; Skelton and B, Tilley, 
10; Rodney Jones and P. Gosling, 
8;'D. Spence, Walker and 
Handley, 6; T. Frances and A. 
Marriout, §; C. Francis, R, Atkins 
and T. Seal, 4; B. Nelson, 3; M. 
Mey, 2. The above positions 
Indicate the overall situation 
the Group 1 positions regrettably 
cannot be included here owing 
to lack of space; however they 
will appear very shortly. 


Red Dragon — 
same formula 


Regulations are now available 
for the Red Dragon which is to 
be held on December 7/8. It is 
lifying round of the Weber/ 
‘News, BIRDA and 
ips. Run 
as usual by the Port Talbot MC, 
the format of the event remaing 
much the same as before, with 
& few loose surfaces, and selec: 
tives included to settle any ties 
The. organisers are looking. for 
ward to seeing both old and new 
faces cn the “Pembrokeshire 
Riviera.” The entries secretary is 
Mrs Ann Lloyd, 27 St Aiden 
Drive, Killay, Swansea. Tel: 
Swansea 28181 


The final points in the Shell 
Scotsman rally championship are 
as follows: Arthur Jasper 59, Don 
Heggie 57, Alastair Findlay 51, 
Mike Hibbert 38, Bill Taylor 37, 
Alastair Kesson 29, Andrew 
‘Cowan and Ian Milne 28, Brian 
Benson 27 and Alan Ameil 20. 
Frew Bryden was the champion 
navigator whilst Jim McRae is 
the Challengers champion 


@ We have been told by Les 
Needham of the RAC that Nigel 
Rockey, who was reported by ine 
Forestry Commission for practis- 
ing on their land in Wales last 
month, faces his tribunal today in 
Belgrave Square. 


A forum of Finns 


‘The Beaufort Hotel, Bath will 
cene for the interaction 
ne very exalted rally com- 
pany on Monday, November 11th 
On that evening’ will be a forum 
chaired by Roger Willis of 
Castrol, and on the panel will be 
none other than John Davenport, 
Henry Liddon, and three familar 
Finns: Markku Alen, Hannu 
Mikkola, and Timo Makinen 
action starts at 7.45 for 8 pm. 


Harvey retires 


Malcolm Harvey who has been 
navigating Graham Lepley since 
he started serious rallying a 
couple of years ago has 
announced his retirement from 
the sport, and Graham is looking 
for a regular replacement, who is 
experienced in special stage sport 
and keen to embark ona full 
season. Lepley has announced 
that he hopes to enter the Tour 
of Dean in January with Martin 
Holmes. 


Tuned-in Chester 


Listeners in the Chester Tele- 
communications area are being. 
especially well provided for this 
year. An additional information 
Service for the RAC rally can be 
heard on 244-34567 and the pre- 
view includes interviews with 
Stuart Tumer and various top 
rally drivers. The bulletins are 
being chaired by Terry Davies. 
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Special stage 


A sight for sore eyes 


Starlight night 


The Esso Uniflo Starlight Rally 


9/10). The event is an 
LCAMC championship round and 
starts at "Consuma Cash and 
Carry" in Wantaj 22.30 on 
the Saturday night. The 200 mile 
route contains some 20 miles of 
“whites as well as four selec- 
tive sections. Spectator informa- 
tion will be available at the start 
The Porsche 9118 of John Lipton 
and Dave Booth head the 90 
strong entry list. 


Semperit tyres 
on RAC rally 


Semperit. Tyres will again be 
servicing on the RAC for com- 
Petitors using their tyres. The 
Service Vehicle will be at York 
during scrutineering and will 
have full fluting facilities avail- 
able, Services will be available 
fat various controls during the 
Rally, including — Machynlteth 
and ‘at York for the interim 
stops. For those wishing to avail 
themselves of these facilities, 
final details of the full tyre ser- 
vice itinerary can be cbtained 
from Robin Critchley ax York. 


Lancia hold on 
to a slender lead 


Although the results are not quite 
guaranteed (see John Davenport's 
Feport from America of the Press 
on Regardless) the points posi- 
tion before the RAC Rally show 
Lancia to be holding a slender 
‘one point lead from their parent 
company Fiat with 55 and 54 
Points respectively. 
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See Foden — 
have whisky 


A rally forum with Brooklyn 
Garages, and promoted by Red- 
ditch and Districe CC, will be 
held on Tuesday, November 26, at 


the King's Norton Golf Ciub, 
Brockhill Lane, Weatheroak, 
Wythall, Birmingham 48. MR: 


131/062743. The panel, chaired 
by ‘the ubiquitous John Foden, 
will consist of Russell Brookes, 
Will Sparrow, Roy Fidler and Eric 
Jackson. An admission charge of 
25p will include a chance to win 
& bottle of whisky. 


Alter antics 
on RAC rally 


The cavorting vicar of Hamer 
near Rochdale is at it again. The 
Rev Rupert Jones will be con: 
secrating a Lada on the RAC this 
year. It will be remembered that 
he successfully laid a Mazda RX3 
to rest on the Tour of Britain 
earlier ehis year. Jones, who has 
in the past driven works BMC 
cars, commented: “No one has 
rallied a Lada in Britain before, 
0 our outing is something in the 
nature of an experiment. But at 
the very least I would rate it as 
a ‘finishing’ car." The flying 
Padre will again be sponsored by 
the Euroway Car Centres of 
Huddersfield in conjunction with 
the Wakefield Albany Inn. 


Toyota trial 


Pat Moss-Carlsson is getting in 
a bit of practice for the forth- 
coming RAC by taking her Toyota 
Celica 1500 on the South West 
Stages this coming weekend. She 
Starts at number one. 


Flat Abarth prototipa X1/9 and the 124 Rally at Turin 


IRDC — get 
in touch with 
Rodney Spokes 


The 1975 IRDC Directory is now 
being compiled and will be pub: 
lished in the Year Book. As with 

y a free entry 
ts given to all those who have 
competed in an international 


rally, whether or not they are 
members of the International 
Rally Drivers Club, Forms on 


which details should be submitted 
have been circulated to all those 
inthe 1974 Directory. Anyone 
eligible for inclusion, who has 
not received a form should send 
a stamped self-addressed envelope 
to Rodney B. Spokes, Directory 
Editor, IRDC, 24 Chacombe Road, 
Middleton Cheney, Banbury, OX17 
2QU 


Wagoneer on 
Bandama ? 


Jean-Claude Bertrand was seen 
talking to Gene Henderson 
of Jeep Wagoneer fame recently. 
Maybe there will be one, or 
more, of those four wheel drive 
monsters performing in Africa on 
the Bandama ? 

‘@ Motor News’ Rally Ecitor Gerry 
Phillips will be joining Amilcare 
Ballestriei in a Lancia Beta 
Coupe for the RAC Rally in 
the team along with Simo Lam: 
pinen. Sandro. Munari is 
hesMating over whether to drive 
the Startos after his experiences 
in the USA. Munari said that he 
might take a Fulvia just to try 
and gain some World Champion- 
ship points for Lancia. 


Dawson theft 


LL. 


Dawson—cruel luck. 
On Tuesday morning Andy Daw- 
son opened up his garage and 
discovered it had been broken 
into, ‘The most important parts 
pilfered were Minitite wheels of 
Gin by 13in fitted with Avon 
Snowgrip tyres. The wheels have 
a 4iin pitch circle, Ironically 
they will only fit competition 
Marinas and those were the only 


wheels which puts Andy in quite 
& panic before the RAC, If you 
are offered such wheels contact 


Andy Dawson on 01-286 3086. 


Datsun team 
— at home 


If you are in the vicinity of Port- 
slade, Sussex, on Monday night 
(ith) you would do well to 
mosey along to Datsun Dealers, 
Prestwich Motors, Victoria Road. 
‘Once there you will find the en- 
tire Datsun RAC Rally coam of 
Harry Kallstrom/Cleas Billstam; 
Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters and 
Chris Sclater/Martin Holmes. The 
rally cars will be there and a 
forum will commence at 20.00 
hours. It's free, of course. 


Wood for Pond 


Mike Wood—watch 
Mike Wood, long time rally 
partner of Tony Fall, will be co- 
Sriving with fellow DOT driver 
Tony Pond on the RAC. How- 
ever, before the RAC Rally Mike 
urges us to watch ” Getaway” 
(BBC2) on Wednesday, 13th, to 
See some trialling when Rob 
Edwards won the 1974 Diamond 
Jubilee Scott Trial on a Mon- 
tessa Cota 247. Mike is general 
manager of Jim Sandiford (im 
ports) Ltd, importers of Montesa 
Motorcycles. 


" Getaway.” 
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MONDELLO PARK 


Black confirms recent form 


‘The paddock clubhouse was the place to be 
at Mondello Park on Sunday, October 27. Tt 
wasn’t that there was a lack of action at 
this closing meeting of the Irish season, 
organised by the Co. Kildare MC, but only the 
few dared to brave the bitterly cold winds 
and heavy rain showers that combined to 
make this a very miserable day indeed. 

T Was a good season at Mondello, one 
which provided lots of good racing and one 
which saw several worthwhile improvements 
in regards of track amenities. And it seems 
literally ages ago when the future of Mon. 
dello Park was’ in serious doubt and motor 
sport was banned on account of the fuel 
crisis At the final fling of the year, that Is, 
With the exception of the December 26 out 
ing, Eddie Jordan won the Formula Ford race 
With his Crosslé 20F; Stephen Griffin was the 
outright saloon race winner with his 1.3 
Mini; Arne Black has emerged as the top 
man in Modsports, although. the Duckhams 
Championship has gone to fellow MG Midget 
driver John Gale; Patsy McGarrity scored his 
customary win with his FA Chevron B25; and 
Supersports winner was Mike Maccin with 
his U2-Sizzler, 

Jordan took an immediate lead in the 
Formula Ford race from the Van Diemen of 
Crawford Harkness, and when the rains 
began to pour in a big way after four laps, 
Jordan pulled farther away from Harkness to 
win by ithe huge margin, by Formula Ford 
standards that is, of 14 3 in his Crossié 
20F. This was Jordan's first home win, the 
Dublin bank official having recently won on 
‘a trip to Aintree; but on the Irish scene he 
has not been able to stay with the faster 
Crosslé 25Fs, particularly that of Jim Sherry, 
who was absent on this occasion. Bernard 
Devaney displaced Trevor Templeton for 
third, and then hauled in Harkness only to 
spin ‘his Crossié 25F; while Templeton went 
on to take third place in his Lotus. 69F, well 
ahead of Noel Beattie’s Crossié 20F 

‘Arnie Black and Brian Tuite were easily 
the best pair in the Modsports race, master- 
ing the slippery conditions to finish in that 
order, only 0.6 s apart, with Black emerging 
‘as the fastest man in his 1.3 MG Midget 
since mid-season. Championship winner John 
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Gale (Midget) was initially led by the Spit 
fire of Mick Fitzsimons, but he eventually 
slipped in front and pulled away to take 
third spot by an even 3 

‘The high winds had dried the track for 
the saloon race, but Mattie McNamara gam- 
bled that the darkening skies had promise of 
more rain and opted for wets an his Supe 
Size Escort-FVC. It didn’t rain and Mattie's 
2litre car was unable to challenge the 1.3 
Minis of Stee Griffin and Conor Linehan 
Griffin was in great form, taking the Break 
away Mini to a 13.2 4 win over the Super 
Size Mini of Linehan, and the Escort. of 
Linehan's team mate McNamara was unable 
to challenge for second. Just after taking 
David Hall at Castrol, Seamus O'Connor 
promptly revolved his 1.3 Mini in front of the 
Gulf Imp, and Hall could aot avoid a colli 
sion which damaged the left front corner of 
the Litre Imp and put him out of the race 
The last meeting of last year also saw Hall 
in trouble, going off and damaging a rear 
corner of the Imp, and on both occasions he 
just had the car sold! This let Fintan New- 
port's Mini into fourth in front of the similar 
€ars of David Yeates and Colin Miller, while 
Tony Brennan had fastest lap in the 1300 
class on lap 10, probably done in anger after 
@ spin. 

The combined Atlantic and Supersports 
race was another Patsy McGarity benefit, the 
BP-IYI Formula Atlantic Championship of 
Ireland winner taking his Chevron B25 to a 
convincing 7.4 5 win over the March 73B of 
Des Donnelly. Patsy's brother Harold was 
third in his Brabham BT30, pushed within 
04 s by Walter Kinnear in his Lotus 69. 
Bill Gowdy retired after three laps on his 
first drive in the ex-Jay Pollock Crosslé 22F. 

From the back of the grid, Diarmuid 
McFeeley passed all the Supersports cars to 
take fifth place with his March 73V. Mike 
Martin in the Martinised U2-Sizzler headed 
the front-engined cars, Richie Heeley spun 
his Gryphon at Shell but was still ahead of 
Ivan Rothwell’s Toffo U2 Mk 11 and Richie 
Conroy's sinsilar Gryphon C73/4. 

‘An interesting Formula Ford handicap went 
to newcomer David Naughton in a Lotus 69F, 
from the experienced old-stagers Crawford 


Pre 


= 
es on So es 


Harkness (Van Diemen), Trevor Templeton 
(69F) and Eddie Jordan’ (Crossié 20F). For 
mula Ford prospects look very good for next 
season, and perhaps it should be worth trying 
graded races instead of qualifying heats and 
2 final, should entries warrant more than one 

system would also give newoamers 
with lesser machinery an incentive 

A full grid of Minis and Modsports, all 
with 1.3 engines, lined up for the team race, 
in fact one car had to be taken off the grid 
as RIAC rules permit only a IB-car grid. at 
Mondello. The Minis won the day, led by 
Griffin, Newport, Yeates, and the first of the 
Midgets was that of ‘Arnie Black in fifth 
place, with three more Minis ahead of the 
spinning Midget of Brian Tuite. On a team 
basis Arnie Black (fifth) and Cyril McCabe, 
Mini (sixth) won with 23 points, 

Finally there was a race, which the time: 
keepers simply listed as “Group 1 etc; won 
by ‘Robert Ward in a BMW 2002Tii, from 
John Hynes in a Sitre Ford Capri and 
Dermot Faulkner in another Bee-M. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


45 


Scimitar 
Complete range of models available. 

Arrangea test driveNOW! 
HAMILTON BROS LTD 


RALSTON GARAGE. 255 GLASGOW RD PAISLEY 
Tel:041-88232215 


TOYOTAS 
BIRMINGHAM 


ALL MODELS ON DISPLAY 


Demonstrations with 
pleasure 


COLES OF BIRMINGHAM 


MIDLAND MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
32-38 COVENTRY ROAD, BORDESLEY. 
BIRMINGHAM B10 ORX 
Tel: 021-772 5916 
490 COLLEGE ROAD, PERRY COMMON, 
BIRMINGHAM B44 OHL 
Tel: 021-350 2414 


RUSSELL MOTORS LTD. 


MASARATI MusTRAL FHC. 


1907. Re 
0 N68. 


WE SPECIALISE IN SERVICING AND PREPARING FERRARIS 
COMPETITIVE PRICES. TRY US 7 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


DISTRIBUTORS & 
DEALERS 


FOR TOYOTA IN MAIDENHEAD 


MAIDENHEAD TOYOTA CENTRE 


Littlewick Green Service Station, 
Bath Road, 
Maidenhead 

Tel: Littlewick Green (062 882) 2572 


FOR TOYOTA IN LONDON 


CONTINENTAL MOTOR 
CENTRE LTD. 
35-39 South Ealing Road, 
London, W5 4QT 
Tel: 01-567 5484 
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Bill Cox, Dave Williams and Dave McCloy round Old Paddock Bend. 


LLANDOW 


McCloy take Joe Gregory trophy 


‘The end of season Liandow meeting, orga- 
ised to raise funds for the dependents of 
Joe Gregory who died as a result of injuries 
Fecelved in an accident at the South Wales 
Automobile Club's August Bank Holiday race 
meeting, was not treated kindly by the 
weather, But an exciting programme of six 
races provided full value for money with 
‘several drivers starting out with “As I'm sell- 


Att In ls ‘Chosen Cooper S who, after 
quiet start, battled tooth and nail with Basit 
Dagge In his Hillman Imp in the up to 1000 ce 
Special Saloon race. John Morgan won the 
big saloon race in his Risca Garages 
Jaguar ‘Mic iy "Terry “Richards the Formula 
Ford and Peter Cook the Formule Libre. 

The first race on the programme was 
Special Saloons up to 1000 cc with Basil 
Dagge in his 998 Hillman Imp charging into 
an early lead followed by a greatly improved 
Derek Chambers who has got consistently 
quicker a the season has gone on. Allan Par- 
fitt followed close behind chased by Ken 
Bowen in his 8-port downdraught 850 Mini, 
‘After almost losing it’ on Devils, Parfitt 
Started to drive and gradually cut back 
Dagge’s lead. Both were evenly matched on 
the straight but Parfitt had the advantage of 
local knowledge on bottom bend and gained 
20 to 30 yards each time they went through. 
‘After trying both the inside and outside lines 
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Lawrence Jones and Robert James provided much entertainment in their Escorts. 


on Devils on successive laps Atlan even- 
tually screamed out of bottom bend side by 
fide with Dagge, travelling together up the 
straight daring each other to brake first. Par- 
fitt won this duet eventually going through 
to win comfortably. Behind these two Ken 
Bowen remained at the same distance fol- 
lowed at a respectful distance by the only 
two rallysprepared cars driven by Robert 
James and Lawrence Jones, these 1700 cc 
BDA Escort RS's thundering round nose to 
tail two wheeling round Devils and Bottom 
together until James in the Carrefour Hyper- 
markets car travelled too far on the grass at 
Devils losing 50 yards in the process. Sub- 
sequent attempts to make up this deficiency 


resulted in between two and four wheels 
over the Devils curb thrilling all” who 
watched 


‘The second saloon race was over 1000 cc 
and had a great entry the principals being 
Bill Cox in the Red Rovers 7.6 Capri and 
Dave McCloy, Joe's racing partner in 

borrowed Anglia 1650. This race opened with 
Len Brammer in the unique 1300 Mini engined 
Fiat 850 which has now been sorted in the 
handling department storming off into the 
lead on a drying track. He was closely fol- 
lowed by Phil Rees in his 1600 Twin-Cam 
Mini, Tony Williams and John Morgan in the 
Risca Garages Jaguars and Dave Williams in 
hhis 1293 ce Wolseley Hornet. On the second 
lap Phil Rees lost it going into Devils drifting 
‘out towards the Armco leaving a rapidly 
diminishing hole for Tony Williams, they 


collided and then ended up in the Armco 
with Tony coming off the worse with damage 
to the chassis and body. Meanwhile Cox, 
despite the handicap of the size of his car 
on a drying track, was beginning to blast 
through the fleld with McCloy in the better 
suited Anglia 1650 keeping up only through 
fast driving through the bends, 

‘Then pulfs of steam started to appear from 
Brammer's car after the fan belt came off 
forcing Len out of the race, McCloy und Cox 
continued to fight it out with Dave trying 
on the inside at Devils losing 50 yards in the 
process as a result of a trip across the 
grass. Meanwhile John Morgan, ‘who had run 
& sensible race, had finished’ in first with 
the others chasing the minor pla 

‘The Formula Ford race provided its usual 
high attrition rate, Peter Williams bein 
unlucky enough to clout the Armco at Devil: 
The race was won easily by Terry Richards 
in his Rowland powered Merlyn I1A from the 
chasing field with the dice between John 
Blackwell Ray 74F, Paul Smith Crosslé 16F, 
Both Grove Royale RP3 providing the only 
real excitement. 

‘The Allcomers race included all the big 
saloons plus John Burbidge in his E-type and 
Pete Cook in his Mallock U2. Pete blasted 
Off into the distance with only Bitl Cox tn 
the Red Rovers Capri providing anything 
like opposition. Stuart Turner lost his 
immaculate 1600 Escort at Devils adding 
dents at front and back offside while Dave 
Williams, Basil Dagge and John Morgan 
battled it out behind, Basil taking John and 
Dave on successive laps at Devils but losing 
it to John on bottom at the end. John Bur- 
Didge had got within challenging distance 
of Bill Cox and the sight of these two 
thundering around thrilled the crowd by 
‘engine note alone, 

Pete Cook vanished into a commanding 
lead in the Formule Libre with Reg Gran- 
ville, Ken Jones and Ken Davies going off on 
bottom on the first Jap. 

Kevin Walsh in this 1000ce Austin Mini won 
the handicap easily with the rest of the field 
closely packed. Once again the main enter- 
tainment was supplied by the rally prepared 
cars with Rebert James and Lawrence Jones 
vying to see who could save the most rubber 
on a a pair of tyres. Robert keeping the front 
offside ‘wheel in the air for 60° yards at 
Devils on most occasions, 

‘Although the main purpose of the meeting 
was to raise funds the competitors really 
enjoyed themselves and provided good 
entertainment for the crowd. The Wombles 
were about the only ones who were really 
warm but everyone gave generously with 
warm hearts 

Dave McCloy won the new man of the 
season trophy called the Joe Gregory 
Memorial Trophy and considerable quantities 
were drunk from it at the after meeting 
auction which raised tremendous money for 
the fund. 

Ail in ‘all @ good meeting in a good cause 
but as a result of a fatal accident to the 
circuit's best gentleman competitor. 


ANDREW THOMAS 


Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Rallycross — Harrison supreme — Valentine’s first — Sprints 


Gordon Jackson kept up his record by finishing second, 


TRIAL 


Harrison’s turn in Kincraft 


Three hundred years ago and not three miles 
away, King and Parliament fought at Edge 
Hill; ‘Sunday's sporting trial at Shennington 

although the outcome 


Both events left matters 
the first the civil war, the second 
ination of this season's RAC and 


Semperit BTRDA Championships 
‘The Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham 
Automobile Club laid out a dozen sections 
‘on both sides of a steep valley making good 
use of both grass and woodland in their 
attempts to test the abilities of the 29 
intrants (no less than 11 from among their 
‘own. membership). Fortunately the weather 
which had threatened to be wet changed its 
mind and but for a few showers during the 
event was predominantly dry and sunny. To 
fome extent the outcome of the Shell Cup 
Trial was decided by the hill upon which 
drivers were allocated as they lined up for 
the start. Those drawn to start on the west 
were devoid of the drying in- 
in and found the surface 
damp icherous. The tenth section in 
particular cost more than half of the field 
scores of 12 or 11 
In the main, this was a ¢rial where one 
error could result in a rapid fall into the 
middle order from a previously respectable 
placing. With the first of the three rounds 
Completed, Jack Pearce had taken the Kin- 
Eraft Into the lead with the loss of only 10 
points whilst the similar car of Tony Harri- 
fon was but a point worse off. A few eye- 
brows might have been raised to see third 
place in the hands of John Fack, had they 
But seen his inspired driving of Impunity they 
would have suggested that his score of 15 did 
him less than justice. On 18 came Reg Allen, 
maintaining the Kincraft pressure at the top 
whilst no less than three drivers shared fifth 
place with 20, Bill Evans (Beva), Gordon Jack- 
$on (Ibex) and Dennis Allen (Kincraft). Jack- 
Son's score included a 12 collected at the 
notorious 10th ill 
Lol Hurt did not find all to liking and 
amassed 28 penalties, three clear of Julian 
Fack who was sharing Impunity with his 
brother, his new vehicle not yet making the 
Kine. 
Fortified with food and liquid refreshment 


8 


the fleld dispersed to thelr various 
places to recommence proceedings 
modifications had been made to the easier, 
‘Or more troublesome sections in the hope of 
making It possible for at least one car to 
“clean” the hill, That the course construc 
tors had done thelr homework was to be 
evidenced by a general improvement in score 
both Harrison and Jackson turned in miserly 
\dding but two to their previous totals, 
Harrison improved his position to lead the 
field; a score of only five by Pearce retained 
Second position with Jackson followed by 
Reg Allen. John Fack slipped back to fifth 
place with a dissappointing 14. Single figure 
Scores were turned in by Bill Warr (Bilbo) and 
‘Kian Bush (Ford Spl) with seven apiece, 
whilst Ivor Portlock (Dryad) added six to his 
total 

Mt was on this round that Colin Taylor 
called it a day when the “ A" bracket on his 
Cannon snapped. Taylor's misfortune proved 
to be Stirling Moss's good luck, replacing a 
punctured wheel on his own Cannon by one 
from his compatriots car. Also in trouble was 
Peter Julyan who retired the Peejay with 
mechanical problems, 

‘Consistant as ever Harrison turned in an- 
other card showing the loss of only two 
marks, he and the Ibex driver being the only 
drivers to break the double figure barrier on 
this round. With @ grand total of only 15, 
Harrison recorded yet another Kincraft vic- 
tory while Pearce failed to hold his second 
place after losing 10 marks on the final 
Rill to record on additional 12 to the accumu- 
lated score of 15. With Reg Allen annexing 
fourth place the first of the small engined 
brigade was John Fack with his Imp engined 
mount who lost 44 during the day and nar- 
rowly beat Evans into sixth place. 

Julia Pollard all but brought Alan Bush's 
drive to a standstill, her enthusiastic bounc- 
ing resulting in the severance of the hydraulic 
clutch pipe. Running repairs by the car’ 
owner, Lol Hurt enabling his fellow north 
countryman to complete the course at the 
expense. of the front brakes, from which the 


length of tubing required was taken. 


TRIAL 
Harris drops just two 


Using such famous places as Beggars Roost, 
Kersham, Glenthorn and the Southern Wood 
hills for their ASWMC Championship  pro- 
duction car trial last Sunday, Minehead MC 
had rain, snow and bitterly cold weather for 
the 47 cars. 

‘Overall winner of 


the event which wi 


mile road rout 
Escort who dropped only two marks 
Harris cleaned 12 of the hills and w 
beaten on the last stages of the other hill, 

Best supported class, but not competing, 
like the specials class for overall honours, was 
the class for production cars with grip tyres 
which had 18 entries, This went to David 
Keat in his Avenger on six marks, holding off 

rong challenge from Dennis Greenslade’s 
‘VW who finished a single mark beni 
was a tle for third between Philip Mitel 
(mp) and Gerald Hosegood (VW), both on 
10 marks, They were even equal on'a time tle 
decider ! 

In the Minis class R. Coffin on 82 mari 
beat Chris Priddy by 10 marks, and in the 
class for Populars and others with over 16 in 
wheels, Martin Ellis (Popular) headed the class 
Gn @3 marks, three up on Rodney Wyatt In 

‘With Harris waltzing off to overall victory, 
the class for conventional saloons went to Ron 
Grimwood in his Escort estate on 25 marks, 
with Roger Bricknell (Anglia ) second. 
Best of the 11 starters in th 
‘was Jonathan Buncombe’ 

‘of Cecil Taylor's Chamois 

420 marks, Best of the three 
ik who cleaned the 
Mudlark, 


Special 
entire course, 
arn 


Derek Webb wins on 
farthest cleanest 


Despite having to cancel seven controls when 


a car deliberately blocked off a road after a 
third of the entry had passed, last weekend's 
Eastbourne & District MC rally was popular 
with everyone, and no major accidents or prob- 
Iems beset the organisers. In a close finish, and 
working on the farthest cleanest principle, 
Derek Webb and Peter Horsburgh collected 
the Pinn and Founders Trophies for themselves 
after dropping only 5 m on the 130-mile route. 
Also on 5m, and repeating last y 
runner-up position, were Alan Mepham and 
Mick Town, also in a Mexico, and third were 
Paul Syrett and Geoff Willis in a Cooper § on 
Gm. Last year's winners, Pat French and 
Norman Wright, had a poor night in their 
Mini and eventually were classified in 14th 
place, while another crew down in the dol- 
rams were Chris Daisy and Paul Claydon 


(Avenger GT), who missed a code board and 
they dropped to an even lower spot than 
French/Wright. 

In fourth place were Jack Barnard/Paul 
Beeson in thelr Escort TC on 7 m, Ted Cowell/ 
RS2000 


John McKerrell brought the former’ 
into fifth on 8m after a little 
discrepancy, and Keith Coduri/Jim Anderson 
filled the leaderboard in their Cooper on 11m. 
The best semi-expert_ crew were Ken and 
Hazel Hayday in their Escort on 19m, easily 
beating Peter Jenner and Peter Morris in their 
Escort, while the best novices were R. 
Dawson/Derek Gardner (Mini), on 37 m. 
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Sports extra 
RALLYCROSS 


Minis chase home Nystrom’s VW 


The TV cameras went and the rain came to 
Lydden Hill during Saturday night, so Sunday 
dawned cloudy, cold and with a very wet 
track. The television people weren't the only 
ones to disappear—so did new Eurochamp 
Franz Wurz, Whose car wasn’t in the best of 
health after its airborne excursions. Team-mate 
Herbert Grunsteidl also gave Sunday a miss, 
although they both turned up later on in the 
day to receive their Saturday prize monty 

hest placed British driver in the champion. 
ship, Rod Chapman, was also’ absent on 
Sunday due to personal reasons which left 
Ron Douglas and Mike Meade to. uphold 
Stormont/SheliSport honour. One notable 
Addition to the entry list was the Porsche of 
‘Ake Andersson. 

‘The first few cars round in practice were at 
a great disadvantage having to contend with & 
very wet track. Pits Bend had a Gin deep 
Puddle around the inside line which was the 
Cause of great mirth when some drivers de 
cided to try their luck and put their vehicles 
Straight through the mini-lake, Most cars aqua 
planed and spun three or four times, and the 
only drivers to use the water to good effect 
Were Sweden's Stig Blomqvist and Per Eklund 
who threw the Saabs into the corner at an 
incredible angle with the offside front wheel 
in the water. This had a braking effect on the 
front end of the car which straightened it up 
and slowed it down simultaneously, giving 
perfect position for acceleration down the 
‘Straight. The one practice session proved one 


thing: after a dry year of European events, 
one really wet day took most regular drivers 
by surprise. 


With a short break for “ Lydden Leather" 
hamburgers, it was back to the racing again 
for the first runs although one Volkswagen, in 
the hands of a Mr Bongers which rolled during 
Practice, didn't appear and the driver was re 
minded by the scrutineers that, from next year, 
all cars will have to be fitted with both front 
and back roll cages. 

The real battle of the first runs was up 


amongst the big Continental runners, although 
it was a British man, Will Gollop (Mini), who 
set fastest time in 3m 47.43 with a superd 
drive. 

We saw what the word “International 
means when Bo Waldegard, Cees Teurlings 
(VW-Porsche), Stig Blomqvist and Per Eklund 
(Saabs) brought their cars to the line. First 
on to the chalk was the growling Porsche of 
Waldegard but tucked hard on his tail were 
the Troll twins and as they came off the 
Meadow and into Devil's Elbow, Bjorn suc- 
cumbed to Swedish pressure and spun. Ek- 
lund inherited the lead and Blomqvist held a 
good second from Teurlings—but not. for 
long. Battling Bjorn recovered well and in 
less than half a lap had thrown his Porsche 
ahead of Stig. only to spin off again at the 
Chalk. Again Waldegard fought his way back 
to second place, and crossed the line well 
ahead of Teurlings’ VW. Not content with 
two spins in one race, Waldegard made it 
three by doing it again’ after the finish! 

In the next race, Jan de Roy's DAF-BDA, 
Guy Deladritre’'s, Hubert Katzian’s and Hugh 
Wheldon's VWs had a “battaille royale.” 
Wheldon was rather left behind on the line 
due to the superior power of his counterparts 
and first through the chalk was Deladrigre 
with a charging de Rooy on his éail followed 
just as closely by Katzian. Hugh Wheldon 
spun at Devil's Elbow and still Deladritre 
held off che DAF. Until Pits bend, that {s, 
when Jan made a demon move using the 
puddle which everyone else avoided and took 
the lead. From that moment on there was 
no holding him. Not even his brakes could 
stop the ‘flying Dutchman. As he charged 
down Hairy Hill on lap 2 everything seemed 
to go quiet. The whole paddock crowd 
watched as the DAF swished and slithered 
past and slammed into the sleepers beyond 
the corner. It was a sad sight to see two 
wheels and bodywork ripped off the car, and 
we all thought that it was the last we would 
see of the machine for this year. But’ that 
wasn't to be. The mechanics worked furiously 


The 
function in 


tiling. Back row, left to right 


Andrew Smith (sprint), Jim Campbell (hillelimb), Coli 
Craik ¢hillelimb), Tom 


Middle row: Ronnie 
Barrogill Angus (hillelimb), 
Front-row: Jim Dryde 
(ickson sprint. champion), 
sprint champion) 


Kenny Cocker, 


Doug Thomson 
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Scottish hiliclimb and sprint champion were presented with thelr awards recently al a 
Jamie Gibson (sprint), Richard Courtney (hillelimb), 


Irvine (hilletimb), 
Hugh Chalmers (sprint), 
(hillelimb), Robin Gray 

(hillctimb overall champion), Stu Lawson (Esso 


Simpson (sprint), Ted Dzierzek (sprint). 
Norrie Galbraith (sprint), 
Les Jones (sprint). 
(hillelim road champion), Tom McCallum 


and the car was seen in the second runs— 
albeit travelling in six directions at once! 
The cause of the crash was purely due to 
lack of anchors. When Jan was asked what 
happened, he said “All day 1 have no brakes 
but this time I forget! 

The last race of the first run was held up 
while de Rooy's car was scraped off the bank. 
The grid was John Smith and John Taylor in 
Escorts versus Harold Neger's VW and Gary 
Streat's Mini. Smith was first through the 
chalk followed by Taylor who was having 
Rear-seleotion problems. Neger spun and lost 

door and Streat took John Taylor. Complet- 
ing lap 1, Streat was catching Smith. while 
Neger received the black flag. Lap 2, and 
Streat was still holding Smith with Taylor 
destined for retirement. on lap 3 with & 
broken gearbox. Neger had somehow found 


his door, refitted it and was ow. charging 
round trying to make up time, Eventually it 
was Smith who won in the Stiga Sporting 
Goods Escort from Streat and Neger. Thi 
concluded the first runs. 


The surface dried out for the second runs, 
to be slightly quicker, but the track was still 
wet and sticky. There was no doubt that it 
was an RWD and FWD day, and if che driver 
happened to be a Scandinavian, then all the 
better. It should be said that British honour 
was upheld when Saturday's winner, Tom 
Airey, took his Mini to FTD in 3m 46.7 6. 

The second runs were possibly what we 
should always see in Rallycross—good, tight, 
close and clean racing wath international 
flavour. Not one driver could be said to have 
put in a bad performance, and space prevents 
me from giving credit to'all, A notable scrap 
developed between Tim Reynold’s Porsche 
and Mike Meade’s Stormont Escort. As the 
two ascended to the hairpin on Lap 2, it 
looked as though Meade had the line. But 
Reynolds was on the inside and on the 
apex of the corner they touched. Reynolds 
spun and Meade took a well-deserved heat 
victory 

By the time results and quibbles were 
sorted out, it was dark. But a lot of people 
left Lydden on Sunday’ night with not only 
the thought of a good weekend behind them, 
but also the fact that Rallycross is growing 
Into a truly professional sport without fulle 
blooded works teams. 


RALLY 


Hutchinson by 2 m 


Mike Hutchinson and Eric Coweill took an 
Escort RS2000 to overall victory by a cleat 
2m on last Saturday's Southbound "74 Rally 
tun by the South Derbyshire MC. On a 170- 
mile route which took in Staffordshire and 
Warwickshire, and which contained only 20 
time controls, they dropped 9m to beat the 
Vauxhall Magnum of Steve Webster and Dave 
Chadwick. The only other contenders in 
what became a three-cornered battle — Peter 
Doughty and Graham Davies, who were second 
at the halfway stop, went off in style three 
miles from the finish and landed ankle deep 
in mud and a matter of inches away from a 
duck pond. 

‘This left third place to Dave Robbins and 
Stuart Bruce in their Escort TC, who dropped 
18m, and then came two crews weighing in 
with'23 m lost. With a time of 3m 30s over 
the selective, Godfrey Jones/Robert Roebuck 
(Escort 1600), took fourth ahead of Richard 
Marston/Tom’ Price in a Mazda RX3, who 
spent more than 6 m on the selective. 

Sixth place went to John  Leyiand/Neil 
Fairhurst (Escort RS2000) on 27m, and in 
eighth place and leading the semi-experts 
class were Stan Appleton/John Whitcom 
(Mexico) on 30m. The leading novice crew 
were John Shelton/Alan Hackett in their 
Marina TC with 4F 71 m. 
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Sports extra 


The dark horse of the BTRDA production car vial championship, Colin Valentine, captured his 


first outright victory on Sunday 


TRIAL 


Moffat’s Ginetta beats Hinde’s Clan 


‘The British Trials & Rally Drivers Association 
Production Car Trials Championship, and the 
allied RAC Championship are boiling up fo 
tremendous climax following last Sunday's 
found run by the North Midland MC at which 
Colin Valentine scored his first ever outright 
Vietory and Bill Moffatt managed to detec 
Mike Hinde. 

‘With three rounds to go in the BT & RDA 
series, four drivers are in with a chance of 
taking the coveted title and the RAC cham 
pionship race is now a three man cace. Sun. 
Gay's event, run for the third year at the 
Club's “Bamford site near Buxton, suffered 
from the weather and was reduced to a mere 
16 sections with competitors losing the battle 
against the daylight as they struggled to get 
from section 10 section. With a gcod entry 
of 41 compared with some of the numbers 
in previous years the sites, joined by a single 
gateway, proved inadequate and the inevitable 
Congestion and time loss meant the original 
24" proposed sections had to be reduced to 
only 16 

‘Colin’ Valeatine, the Imp man, took his 
first win in fine ‘style, On the morning 10 
sections he opened up a 20 mark lead over 
five other rivals and with a total of 3 marks 
he took the class by 33 marks and was an 
easy overall winner on index. His win has 
moved him into joint second place in the 
championship where he joins Bill Moffatt, the 
Ginetta king, on 89 points. Moffatt scored an 
exciting two mark class win over Mike Hinde 
(Clan) to really boost his championship hopes 
and Moffatt is now favourite for the series 
for he has a lower Appleton score than any 
fone else in contention. 

‘All of which seems a little unfair on the 
man who has won his class more than any- 
ine else, Geol Spencer (Cooper), who collec 
ted his 12th win of the year after coming 
from behind. Spencer was seven marks adriit 
at the interval having had a middle order 
Starting position but he pulled back John 
Hodgson’s iead—the latter in his own Mini 
again--and went on to take the class by six 


co) 


marks with a 90 mark total. Third in a class 
Of 13 was Alan Walsh who weighed in with a 
105 mark total all of which left three drivers 
‘on 108 marks. Bob Needham was placed 
fourth, Brian Midgley Afth and Phil Darby 

shire in sixth spot 

In the conventional class, Mike Stephens 
gained his fifth class win in his Mexico and 
has now assured himself of a top place in the 
RAC title race along with Hinde and Spencer. 
Dave Slater, in the doldrums for several 
weeks, got back into top gear with his Escort 
Sport’ and challenged’ Stephens from the 
star. He was a mark adrift at lunch and 
Slipped to five behind at the end of the 
day but comfortable ahead of Charles Barter 
the Popular driver who finished on 114 marks 

‘The sports car was a two heese 
struggle—again—between Messrs Harrison 
and. Betteridge. Harrison's Midget took him 
to a 10. mark interval lead and although 
Betteridge pulled back three marks afterwards 
in his Sprite, Harrison collected his seventh 
win and kept his hopes of honours alive. In 
Contrast Betteridge, so long the leading sports 
Car contender, is now out of the hunt, Second 
in the small capacity class was Ken Crook 
(imp) on 116 marks and he finished seven 
ahead of Terry Westley’s Imp. A rare Steyr 
Puch, in the hands of Edgar Wandsworth 
was third only a mark behind Westley 

In the Moffatt. v Hinde battle the 
Gloucester former champion established a 10 
mark lead at lunch only for Hinde to fight 
back furiously in the post break period and 
reduce the gap to a mere three marks. Tony 
Millward was thied but was outclassed and 
finished with a total of 127 marks, 54 marks 
down on Hinde. 

‘This weekend's Hagley event is the Ia 
round én the RAC series and the tension is 
Bound to be considerable as Hinde, Spence 
and Stephens'go all out to collect ¢he tit 


AUTOTEST 
Potter stars again 


Gt Yarmouth & Lowestoft MC’s annual visit 
to the tricky cobbles of Yarmouth marketplace 
on Sunday for the last of their championship 
autotests coincided with another day of heavy 
rain which made conditions for the competitors 
even more difficult. Fortunately the elements 
eased for the second set of tests. 

‘Star of the day, once again, was Brian 
Potter who seemed to have lost’ none of his 
old skills as he flung his Cooper "S" around 
the six tests but even he had some difficulty 
in memorising the rather complex layouts and 
got lost on a couple of his first runs. For- 
tunately two runs were allowed at each and 
thus Potter had the record of fastest time on 
every test 

‘The Spridgets of Ken Kent and Derek Brown 
were as close as ever with a couple of 
Seconds advantage going to the Hopton driver 
after each driver took three tests each, test 
three being Kent's downfall. In the smail car 
class Richard Heyhoe put in an impressive 
performance in his I-litre Mini, as did Mike 
Bunn in his Sprite. Felicity Kerr finished 
second overall in her Cannon before the 
Specials penalty was added. 

Derek Pask easily took the larger car cl 
with his V4 Saab 96, David Norton had a trau 
matic first event in his Cortina getting a 

‘wrong direction" on five of the six tests 


RALLY 


Six marks only 


Only six marks separated the first two crews 
at the end_of the Guy Fawkes Rally, organ- 
ised last Saturday night by the Northum- 
brian CC over a 180-mile route in Durham, 
Cumbria and Northumberland, Sixty-four crews 
started the event which was run in dry 
Weather, and about 50 miles of the route 
was. used as selectives, though one of the 
Seven was subsequently cancelled 

The winners were Keith McClery and Ron 
Palmer in their Escort TC on 591 marks, and 
Fred Almond and Hugo Kennedy (Escort TC) 
were finally placed second after a stewards’ 
enquiry had kicked: out a protest from Russell 
Close/Alan Thompson, who were observed 
servicing at the fuel halt. They had arrived 
at the finish on 595 marks. 

Third place went to Gil Graham and Jim 
Wilkinson in their Mexico on 693 marks, and 
fourth place was taken by the Viva GT of 
P. Lobiey/K. Allinson. Tying for fifth spot on 
781 marks were E. Farrell/D. Sherwen (Aven- 
ger) and G. Pearson/D. Williams. 

‘Ten crews entered the category for the 
Federation of Police Motor Clubs, and the 
winners, Ray Turner and Derek Purdy, dropped 
1,383 marks in their Datsun 1600. The best 
novice crew were R. Lockey/C, Pringle in a 
Mini 


© We should point out that our information 
was wrong about Dr Roger Willoughby’s BTD 
at Gurston Down on October 6, It was in 
fact David Franklin in the Huntsman Ensign 
who captured BTD in 40.32 s to Willoughby's 
W251 2 Apologies to alll 


© After Ford's decision to cut back on their 
Proposed 1975 rallycross programme due to 
The stock car tactics" at the September 
meeting, many people at Lydden were think- 
ing of ways to tidy up the racing. One sug- 
gestion fis to have every car fitted with brake 
Tights. The idea is that at least drivers will 
get_some advance warning of when the car 
In front is slowing down. Any others? Let 
TEAC know. 
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Sports extra 


RALLY 


Cowan/Parker victorious on Bullough rally 


Although one of the two selectives had to 
be cancelled this did nothing to detract from 
an excellent Bullough Trophy Rally run last 
Saturday night by the Kirkby Lonsdale MC 
over a 180-mile route which was fast and 
furious initially, ending up by being tight and 
twisty. Clear-cut winners by nearly 3m were 
the Manchester crew of Dave Cowan and Fez 
Parker in an RS2000 who dropped 9m 555 
to collect the trophy for the first time. 

There was a fine scrap for second and 
third places, decided on the selective times, 
and similarly for fourth, fifth and sixth spot 
Keith Watkinson/Jeff ‘Smith (Escort) were 
runners-up on 12 m 49 s, 38 quicker than Peter 
Kirk/Stephen Bye in their Escort. In fourth 
place came Bob Bean/Alan Greenwood in their 


Bob Bean and Alan Greenwood in the Thomas Motors Mexico at speed. They finish 


Mexico on 14m 1's which was just 24s better 
than Phil Davies/Don Davidson in a Datsun 
2402. On 14m 398 and in sixth spot were 
Ron Beswick/Peter Forrester in their Imp. 

Early casualties were Geoff Birkett Dave 
Orrick who retired before the second control 
their Escort having consumed some two gal: 
Jons of oil, while David Scaife/John Vipond 
rolled their Mexico, lost the windscreen, bu 
carried on, though well down, and Peter 
Edwards/Gordon Capstick had the diff pack up 
on their Escort in the second half when well 
up_among the leaders. 

‘The semi-experts class went to Rick 
Ellington/Ron Turner (Escort), who dropped 
24m 95 and the best novice crew were J. M. 
Sample/P. A. Jones (Anglia), on 30m 405 


4 fourth 


Good rallycross entry 


With three weeks to go before the first event, 
the Castle Street Garage (Thetford) Ltd rally: 
cross championship series, to be based at 
Snetterton, 1s already well subscribed 

Particularly pleasing to the organising clubs 
is the high demand from competitors new to 
the sport of rallycross. Several successful 
autocross competitors have entered, many. of 
them well known in the Castrol BTRDA series. 
Amongst the names are: Nick Garner, John 
Saunders, Barry Hathaway, Nick. Brice and 
Pete Hemmings in Minis, Ian Smith's ex 
Ron Douglas Escort and Graham Hathaway's 
ex-Button VW. Tom Eaton is another in the 
‘over 1600.cc class with a 1.7 Anglia but the 
real ace must be Peter Vaughan in a 1.3 Club- 
man GT, a former Croft rallycross champion 
coming out after a gap of 18 months, and 
thinking that he, not the car, may be over 
weight 

The series is fulfilling its aim of giving these 
enthusiasts a chance of competitive motoring 
during the winter, rather than putting cars 
into. mothballs 


© There was only one lady competing at 
Lydden—Judith Jesty. At least one other, 
Pauline Nosek, entered but was turned down 
for Saturday. Rallycross needs not only good 
female drivers but new young drivers. TEAC 
take note, 
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RALLY 


Leaders win! 


Current leaders of the Welsh Rally Champion. 
ship, Brian Howells and Mike Cowburn, spent 
last ‘Saturday night touring Anglesey and in 
the process of covering a 150-mile route they 
won the non-championship Mother of Wales 
Rally run by the Bury AC. In second place 
were another crew also doing well in the 
same championship, Colin Mack and Dave 
Thomas in their Avenger GT while Bob 
McKenzie/Brian Goff brought their RS2000 
into third spot 

Sixty-five crews competed on a night which 
began dry but later became very slippery with 
light rain and this caused a few problems. The 
Cooper $ of Godfrey Hall/Richard Scottney 
was retired after both front tyres had been 
ripped off the studs and bent into the bar- 
gain, and Tony Haden/Peter Jackson ran out 
Of time after leaping a ditch and landing in a 
field, the gate of which took more than 20m 
to find. 

First éxpert crew were R. Williams/J. D. 
Roberts in their Escort and second were John 
Hughes/John Williams in their Viva GT. Best 
semi-experts were Ron McBurney/Ray Carlisle 
in their Escort GT. 


AUTOTEST 


Squire’s first 


The Castrol/BT&RDA Autotest Chmpionstip 
was finally concluded on October 27 when @ 
mere 15 cars entered the University College 
of Swansea MC event at the college and two 
drivers scored their first’ major. successes. 
For Dick Squire it was his first BT&RDA 
spoon for BTD, and Stuart Tayler collected 
his first championship class win. with hi 
Clubman GT. 

Squire, in his 1293 Sprite, did the nine 
tests in 499.6 s which fef; him comfortably 
ahead of Chiff Rebinson, itis nearest rival 
Robinson, however, collected an incorrect on 
the third’ test when he went the wrong side 
of a pylon. Immediately before he started the 


test he had suffered an oll leak of major 
Proportions so it was not his day. Behind 
him there was a fine scrap between Keith 


Northall, Barry Hunter and Steve Gardener, 
al in Sprites who finished only 16 s apart 

Stuart Tayler’'s win was the result of 8 
steady performance rather than brilliance and 
his time of 513.1 left David Barney (Cooper) 
by Lis and Phil Darbyshire (Clubman OT) 
by 34 3. The latter pair both collected & 
penalty on the way. The big saloons class 
went to John Calton’s Mexico some 28 
seconds ahead of John Plant's Opel Ascona 
and Jeff Hunt (Escort), was a tong way back 
in hind. 


SPRINT 


Incident packed 


Steve Russell took his Mallock U2 to a fine 
BTD ahead of a class of 11 single seater 
racing cars at an incident packed Silverstone 
sprint organised by Nottingham SCC last 


Saturday. Russell got down to 53.883 to win 
by almost a second ona course which started 
after Copse and finished between Stowe and 
Club corners. RAC timekeeper Dave Bullock, 
clud steward Jack Lambert and his wife 
Rene, all suffered bruises and shocks when 
an MRE single seater crashed into Mr Bul. 
lock’s timekeeping caravan but’ luckily the 
driver, Bryan Small from Twyford escaped 
with a dislocated. finger. 

With all the major rebuilding now taking 
place at Silverstone, the Nottingham club 
were given an entirely new course for this, 


the third round of their own championship 
and even the original one on the day had to 
be altered. Fog held up practice - but 


fortunately the light held up for the 100 
intestants to do their runs 

Best of the 12 class battles was in the 
wer 1300cc mod sports car class where 
Paul Berman (Elan Sprint) beat Mike Over. 
n's Marcos by three tenths of a second 
and in a close tussle in the up to 1300ce mod 
sports category Malcolm Beer's Midget had 
the edge over Des Richardson's Sprite by an 
almost identical margin. 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
198, 01-638 3600 up to. § pm. on the Monday 
lication. Dictate your advertise- 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


‘MINI-COOPER 


LAND-ROVER, 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pucks AND BERKS 


LOTUS GINETTA — SCIMITAR 


SHOWROOMS OPEN SEVEN OAYS A WEEK 


rsleya114 


/EEKDAYS GAM 7PM 
SUNDAYS 10AM-4PM 
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A selection of NEW Reliants, MGs, Lotus 
‘and British Leyland Cars for immediate 
dolivery and export, Please telephone for 
details. 


NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES : 
(01-639 3204 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


ERIC SAYER 
(Cambridge Sports Cars) LTD. 


10-12 H:GH STREET, FULBOURN, CAMBS. 


11971 (k) Jaguar E-Type Sports V12. Hard/| 
soft, tops, ‘Cassetto/radio. Finished. in 
black. Excellent car 


a ERIC SAYER URGENTLY NEEDS 
SPORTS CARS. WILL PAY SPOT 
CASH FOR GOOD MODELS. 


TEL: CAMBRIDGE (STD 0223) 880711 
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Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hi 


ndon Way NW4, 
Sales and Service 
Tel: 01-202 8011 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


WOW OFFICIAL ALFA ROMEO AGENTS 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 


Tel : 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 am. to 7 pm. 


1973 (Mi Reg) Chrysler 180. 16,000 miles 
Radio, HRW. Excellent conden £1350 
381000 miles” Radio. 

nas 


MGB Roadster. Believed genuine 
51,000 miles. Radio, o/drive. First-class 
condition 


Contact - Andrew Edwards, 


* Racing and Competition Cars 54-60 - 


CROPREDY BRIDGE GARAGE 
Tel : (STD 0295-75) 266 or 473 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 Autosport Market Place 61-63 


JOHN FINCH 
MOTORS 


OFFER 


Finianed | in 
ies 
ord Thunderbird. White/black 
ta took eae 


\AND-ROVER SPECIALISTS. 
30 TO CHOOSE FROM AT ALL TIMES, 


For further details 
Tel: Chesterfield (STD 0246) 
71612 or 71614, 


GERRY MARSHALL 


Wingfield Ltd, 856 Finchley Road, 
‘London NW11. 
Tel: 01-458 4208, 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 ~ 


Racing and Competition Cars 54-60 


DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


Ox, amano oF 
BEGoodrich / CAR 
GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. 1B. MOTORS 


Tel: 0533 84430 of Leicester 


DAVID CLARK 


offers 


Ce ee 


Forts is 


*THE BOSS 


DAVID CLARK 


Tel: ST. ALBANS (STD 56) 6228/8 — Office 
BOWMANS GREEN 23537 


“1S FOR SALE 


CRYMMYCH (STD 023-973) 397 


Evenings ‘Fastest in the country (over 300 B.H.P.) 


RACING AND COMP 


54 + Racing and Competition Cars 5: 


+ Autosport Market Place 61-63 


MURKETTS of 
HUNTINGDON 


offer 


BMW 2002 TURBO COUPE 


Registered June 1974. Finished in 
Chamonix white, Under 4000 mites 
only. £3850. 
Tel: Huntingdon (Cambs) STO 0480 
52694 (day) or Somersham 484 (eves) 


SUPER 
MAXI 
£895 

Lightened, balanced, Mangoletsi_con- 
version, 1770. cc. No competitions. 2 
‘owners. New MoT. Sunroof. 1971, Tract: 
able and quick 

‘Tel: Aylesbury 85359 


(Bucks) LTD. 


ON CARS 


wutosport Market Place 61-63 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 54-60 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 


i 
Brett Lunger proved this car to be fully competitive at August Bank Holiday Brands Hatch meeting despite 


Carburetted engine and pronounced the car a “race winner.” Now fully race prepared, including engine rebuild 
(latest Smith cam). Selection of spares, wheels, tyres and transporter if requied, Unique and beautiful mount 


for Tasman Series or 78 American/British rounds. Price on application. 


LOLA T330. After thorough rebuild this car is now the most immaculate example in captivity. Finished in black 
as rolling chassis with running spares, wheels, tyres, etc £4350 


FUEL-INJECTED EISART JONES CHEVROLET. Rebuilt £2000 


LOLA 292/4 spares. Two new bag tanks, two halfshafts with couplings, 8 discs, 2 radiators, 4 10x16 wheels 
(front), 30 Firestone tyres, almost new, in competitive mixtures. 
MARQUISS TRANSPORTER, completely overhauled, including new V6 engine 600 miles ago £1175 


CROWNE RACING Tel : 01-274 6750 or 01-628 8901 
or weekends : Flimwell (058 087) 437. 


EX HELMUT MARKO CAPRI V6 
BRM F1 P153 


Complete chassis with BRM gearbox. V12 
engine. Some spares. Good condition 
Tel: Tisbury 332 after 6 pm. 


Originally built tor 
mods Including Sop 


essex 


Tes 01-864 8907 


HOGAN RACING 
OFFERS FOR SALE 


LOLA T330 F5000 


rolling chassis. This car is still one of the most competitive FEO00 
‘and with spare parts and wheels will save thous 


TREVOR MOORES 
GP1 ESCORT SPORT 


Exactly as raced at Brands November 3, 1974. Lap record 
holder 64.2. third in class Britax and Triplex Championship. 
Absolutely reliable and now fully competitive for next season. 
Plenty of spare tyres for all conditions, trailer if required. 
£950 ‘ono. 


SEE BRANDS REPORT 


Tel: Roger Payne. Berkhamsted 71488 (business), 
‘Tring 22988 (home) : Be 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 


EX GROUP 2 
CHEVROLET CAMARO 


EX BRIAN MUIR 


In process of being converted into Super Saloon. This car 
has’ done Siiverstone GP circuit 1-339, Brands Hatch GP 
circuit 1-408, so what time with weight taken off as @ Super 
Saloon ? 

£3600 


Hire purchase, road or race car taken in part exchange 


Contact 
Gerry Marshall, Marshall Wingfield Ltd, 
856 Finchley Road, NW11. Tel : 01-458 4204 or 
‘Martin Thomas. Tel : Biggleswade 313082 


FOR HIRE 
MICK HILL’S RSTL 


5 wins; 1 2nd; 4 records since 
, July 

Full details without obligation to: 

(The other) MICK HILL RACING, Louth, Lincs 
Also, Don Parker drive-on trailer. Vgc. 
£80 ono 

Tel: Mick on Louth (0507) 2040 


Ce an ae ee iia 


F5000 FOR SALE 


errr 


This car has run in 17 of the 18 Rothmans rounds eaming over 
£3400 in expenses and prize money. So why not race a REAL 
racing car and earn decem money, or go Sprinting or Hill- 
climbing. FTD, 2nd FTD, and the course record et the 1974 
Brighton. Specd Trials driven by myself and David Purley. 
A perfect car for the private entrant. 
Complete set-up offered comprising well maintained chi 
fitted with Smith-Chevrolet, two races since rebuild. wi 
spares including nose section, complete spare Smith-Chevro! 
‘Stripped for inspection, much travelled Transit with awning, 
and trailer. This car must be sold and should not be confused 
with other examples of this marque. 

£7500 ono. Might split 


Tel: Birdham, Sussex (0243) 612436 


= Racing and Competition Cars 54-60 


be 


+ Autosport Market Place 61-63 


COSWORTH FVA SERIES 11 


1600 ce Formuls Two engine complete with injection, clutch, 
starter, exhaust, high pressure pump, etc. Six hillclimbs since 
complete rebuili. Approximately 235 bhp £1200 


1974 VEGANTUNE /GP RACING 2-LITRE FORMULA 3 1810 cc 


Approximately 153 bhp. (Test sheets available), Unused since 
modified £1095 
HP arranged, any road or racing car taken in part exchange. 


WANTED 


Chey 5.0 or 5.7 engine complete with 48 Webers, DG300 
‘Gearbox, 13in front McLaren uprights. calipers, wheels, etc. 
‘Spencer Elton, Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 


Tel: Westbury 26 


BRABHAM 
B.T.6 


This very reliable Monoposto car will be eligible tor tho 
proposed. For Junior formula. Complete car is, available 
Wath S-speod Hewiand with inboord rear brakes, 2 ses of 

pare 


—home. Westbury 2262/3—business. 


Wheels, Jin x in with sticks, 6jin x 7jin with R73 
wishbones, uprights and ratios. 


£595 complete. 
£370 rolling chassis including gearbox. 


Tol : Paul Henry, Berkhamsted 73486 (eve) 
Paul Hull Swindon 31947 (office) 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


FORMULA 1 BRABHAM 


BT 37, ex works No 2 car a8 driven by 
Carlos Reutemann in 1972 and 1973. 


Geoffrey G. Rollason, 
Upper Shelderton House, Clungunford, Ne Craven Arms, Salop 
Tel : Leintwardine 254 


JOE SIMONS RACING 
OFFER FOR SALE 


Nick von Preussen’s very successful F3 March 733 
with new 2 litre Neil Brown engine and many spares. 


£3000 ono 


Tel: 01-940 0754 
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ROBERT RYAN RACING 


wish to sell the very successful 2 litre Broadspeed Escort as driven by Alec Poole. 


Many spares including slicks and wet tyres. Offers around £4,400. For further details 
Tel: WYTHALL 823371. 


ALO LAWLER 
IS HAVING 
A SALE 


Hawker D111 with Scholar engine. One of the 
quickest Hawkes in the country. 7 wins and 29 
placings, pole position 3 out of the last 6 outings. 
Also enough spares to build a car, including a set 
of racing wheels complete and a complete new engine 
with other engine spares as well 


Commer Diesel Coach transporter, to carry 2 cars or 
‘one plus living accommodation. 


£3500 THE LOT 


1 & B EXCAVATIONS LTD, 
69 EARL STREET, 
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS, 
MERSEYSIDE WA 129PM. 


Tel: 092 62 4936 435. 


tna emrts ed|ineceg eit ot oe 
LOLA T330 FS5000 


This immaculate and compet 


Brian Butler offers for sale 


IAIN McLAREN RACING 


RONDEL MOTUL M1 


1973 F2 Chassis 
BDG Cosworth (Genuine) 
Complete with all spares 


£4750 


FASTEST FF SUPERSPORT 
CAR IN 1974 


WITH A MARLER 
HALEY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Alex Ferrads—Bedtord (0234) 711980 
Bedford (0234) 711013 (home} 


(works) 
) 
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Mike Young offers for sale 
HIS VERY SUCCESSFUL VAN DIEMEN RF74 


Complete with works Scholar engine ready to race, 
Don Parker trailer, and gear ratios, this car has had 
9 wins, numerous 2nd and 3rd places this season 


SATURN FORD 
1300 


Lotus chassis, Ford 1300 BDA (Cosworth), Hewland FT200, 
Koni FI shockers, 2 sets Minilites with slicks and ints, Trailer 
and some spares. This car is a proven race winner and has 
been constantly maintained and developed. Must be sold as fel carsireatheen/ifasciieed 
acts og paaeen RENO cere: Tel: Charsfield 212 (Suffolk) 
Tel: (Stockton-on-Tees) 642-582563 


F5000 FOR SALE 


ais | | 


MODUS F3/FA 


! 


TROJAN 101 


Complete with engine. 6 races only. Immaculate 
condition, numerous spares, wheels, tyres, etc. Also 
included, Bedford Transporter. Alll for only 
£4750 


n from new), Mk 9 
Hewland, Aeroquipped, Lockheed brakes, Firestone slicks, mew 
‘wets, 10 pairs of ratios, Just had complete rebuild by Modus, same 
spec'as Tony Brise's winning Atlantic ‘except rear wing, outfit as 
new, offered at a saving of over £2,000. All sensible offers will be 
considered. Part exchange and finance available. 


GOODWIN RACING 


46A Watergate. 


Part exchenge taken. HP arranged, for further detaits 
Tel : 01-997 3641, day or night 


‘Tel: Grantham (0476) 4793 day, 3116 evenings. 


GROUP 5 PORSCHE 911S 
CARRERA R.S.R. 


International Group 5 trim ready to race. 
Loads of spares including gearbox, spare 
engine, fibreglass body panels, spare gear 
ratios, 22 sets of tyres, slicks and wets. 


Apply to either Charles Ivy Engineering, 01-262 6489 
‘or Mr Marcou, 01-727 3801 


MARTIN ONE CHEVRON 823 + 


Condition excetient, unraced this year. One careful owner. 
ONE LOLA T294 


RAYMOND rhe beet mnding So sand Rumarou apres and wee 
Bs 


Two FG400 gearboxes. Good condition. 


OFFERS Two Alan Smith 1979 FVEs 


One BMW engine, Originally a Munich white elephant. This 
has since been rebuilt by team Horper to their full F2 specs. 


01-435 7436 Details and bills available. 
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LOW COST RACING LTD 


Sponsors of the Formula 4 Championship 


This year's Formula 4 Championships achieved a new level of co 
only to drivers moving up from F1300, Monoposte and Formula F 
can no longer afford F3 or Atlantic 


We are now in the process of rebuilding and reconditioning various cars plus @ batch of engir 


This season we have been involved in nearly 20 Formula 
with the standard of workmanship and value for money 


F4 CARS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 


fe offer. 


ful 


OTHER VEHICLES 


Ex Sroadspeed championship winning car 
ce in Mes 


ESCORT MEXICO. 


Tis 


ROLLING CHASSIS—suitable Monoposto, Hills or F4 


BRABHAM BTIB. Monoposto Mallory Park. 1000 ce record holder New 
vox it0" tho va 


768" Ex FS ‘rolling chassis, now Undergoing # complete rebuad 
‘caso 
(80 (No VAT) 


foiling chassis 


38/21," We nave 
to constructs BY "¥5, 


Current F3. Fuel, ini 
ne "race only tn 
= new Lack’ of “sponsorship. 


Part-exchange—road 


Our prices are shown exclu: 


mpetitiveness and Formule 4 can now be fully recommended, not 
ord, but also fo competitors who enjoy close, exciting racing but 


up to potential race winning spec. 


‘cars and hope all our customers have had a good season and are setisfied 


GEARBOXES: 


HEWLAND MK 8. inbowrd brake. 3 type box S-speed. 10.31 CWP and 


TS, ‘Choice of 2" One at £200 and one Tully Fetal a0 
HEWLAND MK 6. 4-speed, 8.35 CWP. Brand new 25 
HEWLAND MK 6. 4-sp0ed, 8.33 CWP. Good e105 
IMP road type gearbox. Good ord 20 


HEWLAND MK 8, 5-25 


Lso. 9.31 cwr 


7 
Some 624. 970 


Our seities 


CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS : 


SAFETY, BREAKER. The snti-skid device that he! whee! lock-up 
Tivo ween 

CAR COVERS. Suits most conventions! sh not wide 

im Favtasona/¥ Ford (igntwe tnitker 


SPEREX. Stockists of Mag-Lac. black wrinkle finish and VHT exhaust 
Paint im various colsure, E165 each 


EAR MUFFS. To take the scream out of 8 


or race considered 
sive of VAT unless stated 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


UNIT 3, WRECCLESHAM TRADING ESTATE, WRECCLESHAM RD, FARNHAM, SURREY 
Telephone FARNHAM (02513) 6666 
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THE SUPERTEX COATINGS/TEAM CASTROL MINI 


Immaculate lightweight 850cc Special Saloon Mini. 
Built regardless of cost using all new parts at beginning 
©) of 1974 season. Full spec on request. £700 ono includes 
trailer, spare body shell and many other spares. 


also 


FORMULA 5000 LUCAS CHEVROLET (302 cu. in.) 


New 228 Camaro block, flat-plane billet steel crank shaft, Carello steel con-rods, Mondello race heads, crane 
hesd, push rods and cam gear all roller type. Charles Lucas dry-sump. twin ignition, triple plate Borg & Beck 
racing clutch. 

(acne Brake. tested on Webers at 450 bhp. £1,300 ono. Some spares available. TJ injection for above (less inlet 
manifold and high pressure pump) 

Howland DG300 gearbox (overhauled for above). Many new parts and some spares available. £430 ono 

Brand new Lola starter motor (still in maker's box). £145 ono 

Please telephone day—Bristol 711809. Or after 6 pm Bristol 693015 


1 would like to thank Peter Blakelock (Supertex Coatings Ltd) and all at Team Castrol for their support throughout this season 


Undoubtedly the most competitive 
and reliable saloon available today. 
Earnings from this car in excess of 
£10,000 per annum. Spares include 
wheels and tyres, engine, gearbox, 
differential and suspension parts, 
etc. 


Price slashed to £6,000 (anything taken in part exchange) 
THE SUPER SALOON an be Se ee TT November 16 
1974 Super Saloon Series MICK HILL RACING - DRAYCOTT - DERBY 


Outright Winner DRAYCOTT 3319 OFFICE: NOTTM. 55046 


Telephone NOTTINGHAM 55046 


IAN WARD RACING BRABHAM BT30 


R R SAL 
OFFER/RORSOLE ON 10s AND 14s, ROLLING CHASSIS. NO 
their Keith Holland/ REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED. 


Steve Thompson 1974 TEL: BANBRIDGE (076 262) 8817/2794 
Trojan 102 rolling chassis. Bill Gowdy, Banbridge, County Down, 


Phone Newington (Kent) 843021 ss mi 
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Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Escort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p. 

“Group nose” front spoiler, lightweight, very 
strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 
pp 5Op. 

Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 

Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 

duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 70p. 


GOOD SECONDHAND HEWLAND 
GEAR RATIOS 


to suit FG400 or FT200 gearboxes, 
for sale at half price. 


Tel: Ripley 2525/6 


TYRRELL RACING ORGANISATION LTD, 
Long Reach, Ockham, Woking GU23 6PE 


Alll prices include VAT. 
Trade and export enquiries welcome 
Tel: Tunbridge Wells 38121. 


PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 


HARRY PHILLIPS 


WINTER CLEARANCE SALE 


es 


CYLINDER HEADS 


Sell your spares H 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


Cu HTH 


Trade enquiries welcome 
Assortment of racing tyres 18in slicks (new), £15 each 
PHILLIPS GARAGE (DIGBETH) 
BIRMINGHAM 85 5RA 
+: 021-643 0912 


meena 


BALANCING CARBURETTERS ENGINES 


WESERS EEASEres 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


{ 300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 
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GEARBOXES 


HEWLAND ° 
GEARBOXES 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


200 Paddenswick Road. 
ndon. WO. 


‘or-036 6781 (night) 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 

telephone: 0332 40606. 
welcomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


Overseas order 


FOUR HEWLAND Pa400 seamen. price 1380 such. Apoly 


Feast Sittin Racna,” SS" oan "esha: adding. “FE 


INSURANCE 
—_———_____—_ 
SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


51-54 


54-60 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 
ROLLOVER BARS 


+ Racing and Competition Cars 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


PUBLICATIONS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FREE OFFICIAL STICKERS 


now available of the world beating Gitanes 
Matra Simca Team. 


Send SAE to: Autran Seita Ltd, 
346 City Road, London EC1V 2PY 


ROLLING ROAD 
Sd 


RACEWEAR 


SAFETY GLASS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES TOWING cA 


WANTED 


TRAILERS 


TRAILERS 2tonto 3tons 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STEERING WHEELS 


—<—______ii.. 


For all wheol problems contact 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 
Shepherds Bush 
in, WI 

Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


TYRES 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 * Racing and Competition Cars 54-60 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


FOR ALL 


+ Autosport Market Place 61-63 


HIGH DUTY RACING CAR 


Leading specialist for every make WEBER CARBURETTERS 
dere Nowe coausre, | etitcamwne’ =~, | SUSPENSION SPRINGS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, ings ‘and. Carburetter Unita 
West Kingsdown (near Grands Hatch) wet Lonson ere, Ringeton saz172. 


Specialists in the supply of racing 
Jha a at) and rally springs. Send SAE for 
stock lists of racing car springs and 
= = z rs all- your spring requirements to : 
For further information on inserting 


D. FAULKNER 
Manufacturers Agents 
17 Oxford Crescent 


Ring . Oo 1 -636 3600 New Malden, Surrey KT3 5QN 


Tel: 01-942 6120 


advertisements on these pages 
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MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 
Little Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubular 
racing car chassis in production quantities 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


mant Department 
(A 2HG, Minimum charge 


CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Cheque/PO value 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


Redwongs Way, 
Huntingdon Trading Estate, 
Huntingdonshire. 
Tel: Huntingdon 3537-8. 


GRAND PRIX 
METALCRAFT LTD. 


ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 

We are the largest suppliers of aluminium parts to 
the racing car industry. We produce aerofoils for all 
formulae, dry sumps, oil tanks, fuel tanks, aluminium 
racing bodies, monocoque chassis, water header 
tanks, fuel collector box, replica parts for vintage cars. 
Any make of chassis repaired. Aluminium and 
magnesium castings welded. Zinc cadmium plating. All 
types of welding and sheet metalwork 

2/3 Thane Works, 


Thane Villas, London N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


enclosed. 
| (make of car, etc.) 
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ON THESE PAGES ARE 
SHOWN SPECIALISTS 
WHO CAN OFFER 


ROLLING ROAD AND 
ENGINE TUNING 
FACILITIES 


©) Target GS Clinic Ltd 


Telephone 01-435 7436-7 


ne clinic for 
ients only. Roll 
testing up to 


3, TROUBLESHOOT 
-quipment and the Expertise. 
We are not the cheapest, but we get results. 


300 bhp at wheels. 


& ENGINE TPNING 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 
een ee OE ESeCLnead 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


RIDGE ROAD, CHILD’S HILL, N.W.2 


UPSHIRE TATE 
vu PTUNE sERVvicE Z OF LEEDS 
= CC (STATION re” TEAM 
Tel: Waltham Cross UPSHIRE ROAD, eenere FORD 

Cn : ESSEX. : & SURE 
ROLLING ROAD 


Ford Performance Specialists FACILITIES 
Full Dynamometer Service For Rolling Road Enquiries Tel: 0532-44313 


FOR SUNTESTER AND ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES FOR THE BEST ROLLING ROAD SERVICE IN THE 
IN DERBY MIDLANDS 


ALAN SMITH (GARAGES) LTD. Kenilworth 
MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. Moist liit: BotlaUt a Bf.) 


Tel: Derby (0332) 40606 Kenilworth Road Garage, 


Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden 
SPECIALISTS IN THE MAINTENANCE 
OF HIGH PERFOMANCE CARS Tel: Hampton in Arden 2292 


For full Sun diagnosis, engine analysis and Ford Rallye Spor 
tune equipment in Manchester | 
J 


STOKER AND GLOVER 
AUTO SERVICES For Racine ae 


pest slater decorae thin aa Contact: Service Manager or Reception at 


CHAPEL STREET, SALFORD 3. 
TEL: 061 834 1812 ACRE LANE, LONDON NW2 
Tel: 01-733-5511 


9 times out of 10 
a good motor oil 
is good enough. 


i aaa 


Mostof the time, and for many drivers, 
a good motor oil will give a car's engine as 
much protection as it needs. 

But there are times, such asin hard 
motorway driving, when an oil is pushed 
dangerously close to its limit. Itcan happen 
too when you accelerate hard, when you 
start up from cold or when you add the extra 
load of a caravan ortrailer. These are the 
times, when the engine is subjected to 
severe stress, that the risk of breakdown 
is greatest. 

Ifyou are familiar with conditions like 
these, then you need Mobil SHC Lubricant, 
for greater insurance and greater peace 
of mind. 


¥ 
S 


Mobil SHC is the first of a new generation of engine 
lubricants — Synthesised HydroCarbon. It looks like a 
conventional oil but there the similarity ends, because the 
weaker molecules which tend to limit the performance of 
traditional oils under extremes of stress are not presentin 
Mobil SHC Lubricant 

In thousands of miles of comparative testing on the road 
and in the laboratory, Mobil SHC is consistently demon- 
strating its superiority over a wide selection of conventional 


oils. Itgives greater protection than even premium 


multigrade oils. It gives quicker start up from 
cold than special arctic oils. It guards against 
falling oil pressure and is shown to reduce 
lubricant consumption by an average of 40%, 
Results of exhaustive wear tests show even 
more dramatic superiority 

Thus Mobil SHC Lubricant guards the 
investment you have made in your carfar 
more effectively than mineral oils, and over 
a wider range of driving conditions. 

Mobil SHC may also be safely mixed with 
any conventional oils. (But why reduce its 
benefits by dilution?) 

For a motorist who demands top 
performance, knows the true cost of motoring 
and values the investment he makes in his 
car, nothing compares with Mobil SHC. 


Mobil SHC is approved by the BLMC Group, Ford, Vauxhall and many other international car manufacturers. 


Mobil SHC if you wont settle for less than 10 out of 10 


